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night is around us. lu thc soul-strugie othat ensgesGo.dwrestles with us. Our
pfayers seemn to us unansv. ered. ]!iQw thon shail a man contond with God 1
but is not the case of Jacob illustrativo, of a great general p. Saciple in GouI'a
dealings with luis people ? Rie weakiens their strength by the way. They are
inado to, feel their own utter impoto cy, but it is only that tbey mayn when in the
dopths of weaknéss and distress, be led to feel the flivine energy of -thoir living
Roiad. The récoirdcd experieiîces of Devi4 in many of dic Psalnis are illustra,
tienà of this. ?aul too knew the intensity of this confliet of spirit, Vhs
vrtstIing of Ood with him wvhen ho besouglit the Lord thricc that the thorai
in the ilosh might~ depart rom, him ; and. in his case too the crushing trial was
followed by a most ilIustrious victory. And so stili, out of weakness God's
people are made strong. God sometimes so shuts up the, seul, that thora seenms
te bbe n0 advance from before and no0 retreat froni behind-then Rie so wvoakens
the spir*it that it seems Vo, be incapacitattd for further stru g1e and cari neitiier
stand nor go -, but it is in that very moment of mortal, weakness that Rie enables
lis servant with the triumph of faith to talte hol ,of somo covenant promise, to
believo against hope, andi thon the power of Christ is made to rest upon hlm. Nay
morep his strengdth is in exact proportion Vo bis weakness. ' When 1 -am weak then
I:amn strong.' The time of our sorest trial is the occasion of the Lord rnagnify-
iug fis grace in' us. Most gladly therefore may ve glory in our infirmitios,
when we arc enabled Vo, say, b&The Lord Jehovali is my strength aud my song,
lie also is becomo my salvation."

Let us lbarri the power of faîth. As Jacob clung to the very haîud that seemed
put forth only to cast him down, so faith eleaves; to God ia the darkest and.
stormiest hours. Faith trusts on, even whon no answ.er is -vouchsafed, yea when
Cod secms to ho hiding fis face from us. It is easy Vo trust ivhen the sun
shines, and ail is wetl witli us. Faith triumipis in1 the darli and stormy day.
Se with the Syrophenielan w9mali, Christ ans\vercd lier not a word, stili she
criedto hlm.' The disciples said, IlSend lier away, away,!' but chung the closer.
At Iength the Lord spoke to lier, but it wvas as though lie too wvould cast lier
off. ('I arn not sent but unto the lost shecp of the house, of Israel.' But She,
cast hersoif at fis feot, and cied IlLord help me." Again hoe scemed to deny
hèr. Il t is flot meet to take the childiren's bread and cast it to the dogs." Stirely
this will prove too mucli for lier faith ; no, hier faith rises with the emorgency.
Thankfully will she tako the crumbs that faîf frorn the table, the dog's portion
will suffic fur lier. This was tho victory. Our Lord no longer denies tise bless-
ing sought. Sueli is ever faith's triumph. As the Lord prit iHimself-in
Jacob's powver when ho said, "Lot me go," so stili ho puts himself, as it were,
ln the petitioncr's power ln theo exceeding great and preclous promises. What
power does this give to the prayor of faith 1 "If we ask any thing according te
lUis will, le heareth us."~

THE EXPECTED UNION.

' Union is the question of the day with the Prosbyterian Churcli of Canada anid
the United IPrcsbyterian Ohurcli. Hleartily in faveur of this union as wo are, Nwe
ceunt it a duty to offer the fullowing observations, with a view to remove certain
miistakes thiat are afloat regrardi ng the terms on which it may bo acconiplished.

Chiistian fcrbearance is urged as the only possible ground ou whicli the union
can ho consummated. This wvo helieve; but the question sernains, fIow far
shall this forbearance go ? Shall it extond Vo every possible opinion as to tho
civil magistrate's duty; or shall a reognition of that duty, to a certain extent,


