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ON CONVERSION.

The following is a lottor of tho celebratcd John Albert Bongol:
Nov. 18, 17-12.

"And inow witlî the goodhland of God upon me, 1 ivili endeavour to answer
your inqîîiries. Thcy are,

".Whnt is conversion, and whiat properly belongs to it? It 18 the turning
and suibinission of a soul, hitherto sunkc in self-ignorance, self-love, and idolatry
of the creature, consequently hitherto alicnatcd froin God ; it is the returning
and subinission of such a sou] to Hlm, and to lis good ani holy ivili, for the
sake of His honour aiîd glory, and for thie sake of its own henlth and salvation.

I2. Wlîcthier conversion and awakening bc the saine ? Conversion is inoro
tlîan awakening, as the fruit is more than tle blossom ; for God may awvaken a
mnan, and lie may forthwith sink down again into the sluinber of sin and death,
80 that tihouigl awakoened thuis again and again, lie is stili unconvertecl. But
wvlien he follois up the awakening, then lie is converted.

3. Whether personal conversion is not to bo tundcrstood somewhat differcrîtly
now, froin what it wvas among the primitive Christians; ouir ciretinistances umîder
the Divine cconomy hiaving beconie different froin theirs? I answer, that Ilthe

mak"the object, the end OP' conversion, must ever be the saine; though the
point wvhcre conversion b<egins, or from ivhielh it set otit, must vary with different
classes of mcin, as idolaters, Jews, nominal Christians, &c.

I4. WhVlen persons profess to be converted, liow are they to be proved,-that
-we may diýtingtiisl rosi faith from, a tlîousand other things which are cither
flattering and iînposing, or porplexing and revolting ? For instance, hiow shal
-we ho able to distinguisli bad spiritual syînptoms froîn failings wich are known
somietimos to be owiîîg to bodily disorder, bad training in childhood, natural
temperament, education, &c.?

"lPrevalemît cvil symptoms of a purely spiritual nature are 2asy to ho pcredived
and as it wcre feît ivitlî the hand; for bore persons go on boldIy in sin, without
ainy fuar of God before tlîeir eyes; but a state of grace is not s0 easily disernnible
la those whio have, naturally a tender feeling about good and cvii, nor lu those
who hiave a natural cquaniniity in sudden eînergencies and iin the presence of
overbearing persoîîs, wlîen others wvould not be ablc to maintain thicir comiposure.
iNeithier are persons wlio are converted always qualified to, prove othiers ; aud it
is very dangerous to imagine ourselves so qualifie<I. It is far niore safe to corne
to no op)inion about thc condition of many, than to deceive oui-selves or be
deceivcd by othors lu a single instance. For betweeni the two classes 'in whomi
either a state of sin or a state of grace is (dlearly discernible, thieré are very
axubiguotis characters, whom wve must lave entirely to the decision of God;
maîîy in whoin wvhat is good and what is bad are strangely intormixed or alter-
natcd; xnany wlio are really botter or really worse thian we should imagine
froni tlieir exterior conduct. It is truc, that we can spcak abstractedly as bo
'what is compatible with roal faith, and what is flot; but to pronounce upon the
poison of an individual is a vcry (lifleront matter. We should always bc mnucli
morec severe ln examining ourselvos, than lu judging of othors, &o.

" .May a fixod time, ever ho refcrred to as the commencement of truc con-
version? Yes; when a state of open sin has been exclhanged for ocided
obedience to the grace of Christ, the very day of such a change, or even the
hour, or perhaps moment, may be refcrred to. But Nvhcen the transition bats
proceed by slowv degreos, and many false stops and backslidings have inter-
vened, a person finds it'very difficuit with respect to huînself, and still iore


