
was a wise and prudent proceeding, as
the -undue multiplicity of lodges does
flot strengtben the position or standing
of the Oraft

The suggestion that Masters of
lodges should endeavour to make meet-
ings attractive and instructive, and that
the brethren sheuld acquire a know-
ledge of the hietory of the Oraft, was
an excellent one and wortby of thouglit.
fui consideration.

In our opinion the Grand Master took
the right view of the physical qualifica-

î tions of candidates, bis opinion being¶that mental rather than bodily qualifi-
cations sbould be the passport to, ourInstitution, provided the candidate ieable to receive, perform and communi.Icate ail parts of the ceremonies andduties of the Order.

Grand Iodge was informed that itbad met for Ilthe settlement of mattersof difference in our subordinate lodges,>'
and that "lthe brethren throughout ourjuisdiction are loyal, bappy and con-tented." Tir CRAFTSMAN lias pointed sout on several occasions ivbere serious 8differences existed ia a lodge, and that ethe life of that lodge was in danger, in cthe hope that something might be doue cto remedy an evil which, if not checked, pýmay extend to, other lodges. From an g,intimate knowledge of this case we fail b

itosee where happiness and contentment
exist in the lodge referred to. ThebrethrAn of tha.t ladgo are capable, how-
,éver, of ending the long and disastrous adifference, but in doing so, tbey will Lcompromise the digniby of Grand Lodge. w[ndifîerence, as well as vice, bas its cakuniâjments. ti<*fThe Grand Master's announcemnent in1bat lie deemed the decisions made by L~imnself during tbe year, as unwortby of diVeing reported to Grand Lodge, was a wvl

«merica mucli importance is placed pe~
pon the decisions of Grand Masters, nit4e they are taken as precedeuts in the eoijbsence of any laws bearing upon the aseas es decided, or they may be explicit the
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explanationS Of Obscure clauses in theconstitution. Bro. Walkem was fortu
nate if lie biad no knotty problems tosolve, wbile the inembers of the Oraftare unfortunate in not knowing bis de.cisione if intricate points were subniit-
ted te, him. iBro. Walkemn further in-formed Grand Lodze that lie had de-clined to, answer a n-umber of questions
presented to, bim during the year, onthe ground that there weuld be a pos-
sibility of tlaem, coxling before him foradjudication. With ail due respect forthe Grand Master we fail to see wbylie should refrain from giving an opin-ion on ail worthy matters suhmitted to,hini, even slioulcj tbey be based on ex

.parte statemeuts, as lie is not the sup-reme judge, final judgment being pase-ed by Grand Lodge, of which lie is buta unit, albeit lie je the acknowledge5:d,.
ruler. Bro. WTalkem, bas, in this in-stance, taken refuge behiud a legal tecli-nicality that miglit be appropriate in acourt of law, but which is out of place
ixï Freemasoury.

Bro. Walkeml clearly defined bis?osition relative to, ameuding the con.ititution for the mere sake of change,se he held it important Ilthat our laws.hould be stable and certain, which,
anuot be the case if we constantly
hange them. They niay not beJ androbably are not, perfect, but, as re-ards niinor defects, 1l believe it to,
e botter for us to,

l"bear those ils we haveThan fly to others that we know flot of.
There is no disguising the fact thatradical element is creeping into Grand

odge, and that mauy absurd changes
iii 'be demanded, owing to, several
uses. Among tliem may be muen-)ned the feeling that there is toouch of the machine controllir.g Grand
)dge, and further, the baughtiness
3played'by some Grand Lodge officers
îen preper questions are asked them.galling. No matter how exalted thereonage lie neyer sacrifices bis dig-yby answeriug a question court-~sly. If some of the Grand Master's
ociates would follow bis example
re woid be less cause for fault-find-

fR CAy TT>rA V ".»A LI*.-~


