
Tie Masonic Rites and Degrees.

conversion to the Christian faith. It can be conferred on Master Masons, andappears
to have become connected with Masonry about the year 1750, being part of the system
established by Baron Hunde in Germany.

2. THE PRINCELY ORDER O EUSEBIUS OR VIcERo.-This Grade was added to the
Novitiate Cross a few years since, upon the revisal of the Ritual, and is properly the
"Chair Degreei" of the second officer of the Conclave, the Viceroy Eusebius.

3. THE PRINCELY ORDER or CONSTANTINE, OR SovEREIGN.-This Grade was also
added at the same time as the preceding one, and is properly the " Chair Degree " of
the Chief Officer of the Conclave, the Sovereign Constantine. Both degrees are, how-
ever, now given in succession to the Knight of the Novitiate Cross.

4. TuE GRAND CRZosS OF CONSTANTiNE.-This Grade was formerly conferred by
selection on the Chief Officers of the Order only, as an Honorary Degree, but is now
given to all actual Sovereigns of Conclaves at their installation.

NOTE.-The above Grades are given in Conclaves of the Red Cross of Constantine."
The Appendant Orders are conferred in Sanctuaries of K. H. S., and are as follows'.

z. KNIGHTS oF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE.-This degree is founded upon the traditional
history of the discovery of the True Cross by St. Helena, mother of Constantine the
Great, in the year 296. It has been for many years practised as a Masonic Degree,
baving formed the second of the third degrees of the " Councils of the Trinity," now
obsolete. None but Royal Arch Masons are eligible.

2. KNIGHT OF ST. JOHN THE EvANGELIST.-A continuation of the preceding Degree,
in which the Legends of the M. M. and R. A. are Christianized.

3. KNiGrs oF TE CHRISTIAN MARX, OR GUARDS OF THE CONCLAVE.-Originally
formed out of Members of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, as a special guard for
the Holy See. It is the first order in the old series of Councils of the Trinity.

4. " THE HoLY AND THRIcE ILLUSTRIOUS ORDER OF THE CROSS," CALLED A "COUN-
CIL."-Tiis Order was founded by Count Albertus, of Pergamus. Its principal object
is scf cxamination,with a view to a more perfect life. It is the third in the old Coun-
cils of the Trinity.

NOTES ON THE CHIVALRIC ORDERS OF THE TEMPLE AND OF MALTA
IN CANADA, UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE CONVENT GENE-
RAL, AND GREAT PRIORY OF ENGLAND, WALES, AND POSSSESSIONS
OF THE BRITISH CROWN.

THE UNITED RELIGIOUS AND MILITARY ORDERS OF KNIGIITS TEMPLAR AiD
KNIoHTS OF ST. JoHN or JERUSALE.%M, PALESTINE, RHODES, AN» MALTA.-The Order
comnonly known as the " Knights Templar," represcnts the old order of Knlighthood
of the crusades, instituted in iiS, violently but only outvardly suppressed in 1313.
The Order was izot entirly abolishcd. Its formal dissolution by the Pope, lnd the con-
fiscation of its property could not and did not destroy all the brave and noble spir;ts
vho had been so long associated together; unitinlg themselves with other existing
Orders of Knighthood, they perpetuated their ownz, and thus preserving the mcmory of
their misfortunes, continued their assemblies, without attracting attention. Although
there is no real connection between the Templar Order and Freemasonry, as regards
aim, object, and cercmonial, still the Order of the Temple, from its long connection
with that ancient Fraternity, which traditionally Prcserved its dogmas and rites from
oblivion, requires that all aspirants for the honor of its chivalry, should be Freemasons,
should be Master Masons of at least two years standing, as also Royal Arch Masons.

The union between the Templars and the Knights of St. John appears to have
taken place in Scotland, immediately after the outward suppresion of the Templars in
1313. In that country the Order was not dissolved, but united with that of St. John,
(afterwards known as the Knights of ialta), and continued until the period of the
Reformation; since that time in connection with the Masonic fraternity. The two
Orders have been designated as the (combined) "Orders of Knight's Templars, and of
St. John of Jerusalem, Palestinc, Rhodes, and Malta." The assumption of the name
" Palestinc " is accounted for, as the Templars and Knights of St. John resided there
for many years. " Rhodes " and "M falta," from the Kn&iglts of St. 3John& having pos-
sessions and residing in those Islands.

The Templars for many years conferred within the body of their Encampments or
Preceptories the Degrees known as the " Rose Croix," now the IS' of the " Ancient
and Acce'ted Rite," and thz " Kadosh," the 3o0 of the same Rite. Soie years since
these Grades were surrendcred by the greatcrnumberof the Preceptories to the A. and
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