
Christmas Greens Mahe Christmas Merry

WHAT is Christmas without Christ-mas greens? ,Hall the sentiment
and the charm of the f estive

season is assodiated with the use of greens
in the home. They contribute more
than ail else to make Christmas a time
of good cheer.

The xistletoe, as a Christmas decora-
tion, seemxs to be indispensable. lu the

many colors of fruit. The common
American holly is found in dry and
barren fields from Maine to Florida. It
differs from the English' holly in many
respects. It is hardier but less hand-
some, leaves are more oval and not so
waved and crinkled; fruit, a duli, deep
scariet, and usually soiitary; while in the
Oid Country holly the bernies are bright
and shiny, and occur in clusters. Eng-
lish ,holly is .imported into Canada
occasionally, but seldom .with comîmer-
cial satisfaction. luI this çountry we
have nio true native holiy, but a closely
allied species is the winterberry, found
in our swamps and low grounds.

Lycopodium (aiso known as ground
pine oi club nioss) is one of the oldest
and most common of our decorative
materiais. The best of this is found in
moist woods and rough, spongy swamps.
It is found in dirier situations also, but
of a lighter and yellowish color. Selag-,
Înella is sometimes mistaken -for lyco-
podium, but, as the latter is identified
by the coniferous habit and the single
form of its capsules, they can readily be
distiinguished.

The 1eucothoë, or ''brauch ivy," is
coming rapidiy into favor as an artistic
bit of greenery. For grace and elegance
it is unsurpassed. For making up de-
signs, sprays of leucothoë are ofteu used

!i nrniiPtinnT with galax leaves. Its

'colt's

fui wreaths, crosses, and'other designs
for holiday purposes. In spring they
are used for bunchinig violets andi may-
fiowers. They are gathered in the
mountains from North Carolina to,
Georgia, and are sbipped in large quan-
tities to the cities and towns of the
north.

Another highiy-prized green is the
wild smilax tthat cornes from Alabama
and Georgia. Like the mistletoe, it
requires' a littie attention to prevent
inijury from. frost. When used for
decorating, its luxurîous festoons are
charmingly free and striking. Besides.
this and some of those already mention-
ed, the south contributes, palm leaves,
dagger ferns, magnolia .branches, and
Florida nioss, with individuai character-
istics, peculiar in themselmes, which are
effective for special purposes.

The north also contributes its share
of Christmas -greens i hardy ferus;,
needie pines, hemnlock clippings, and
many others. Clippings of cedar, hem-
lock, and yew, for roping and inassing
iu large churches and halls, are used
with effeet and economy. Our common
hardy ferns gathered from the wood5s
give strength, when weil arranged, to,
any plan of Christmas adorument. For
the sake of contrast and variety, branches
from some of our hardy decorative
shrubs xuay be used. For this purpose,
the bright scarlet berrnes of the burning-
bush are particuiarly desirable.

One of the most appreciatged of al
the Christmas greens is the Christmas
tree, as it plays the nxost conspicuonos


