
THE PEARî LEAF BLISTER

W E ave several timies receivedfroi subsci ibcrs ini various
parts of our p,-:vince, samples

of pear leaves havingy black corky spots upon
theni, and these were either a niysterv to the
senclers, or else supposed to be either leaf
licrht, or scab. After consultation wvith
Prof. Fletcher, of the Central Expermnentail
Farmn, wve were able to reply that the cause
of the trouible wvas a minute mite (Pli toptuis
pyri), beogngt h saine order(Acarina)
as the cattie tick. and the itch spider. Fig.
2600 shows an aduit mite, greatly magnified.
Tndeed, these mites are so smnall that they
cannot be seen %vithout a glass, and to study
their structure-. a first-class microscope '.s
necessary.

Bulletin 61 of the Corneli
Exnerimiental Station, gives a
Most excellent account of this
mite, written by Prof. Slinger-
land. To give an idea of
their diminutive size, he savs
that it would take 15o
of themn placed end to

FIG. 2600. PEAR LEAF BLISTER MITE.

enîd, and 6oo side by side to mieasure an
inch. These tiny mites winter'underneath
the outer scales of the buds, fifteen or
twenty having been foulnd underneath a sin-
gle bud scale. Thus situated, they arc
ready for mnischief early ini the spring.

The diseased( portions of thie lcaves arc

reallv gals, produced by these mnites. and
withn tem he ggs are deposited ;they ar--

(1tite easily distinguishied froni the fung-zu,
spots by their blister-like corkyaparu.

g

Fic. -2601.

Fgin. 2601, froni the bulletin referred to,
shuws a highly magnified section of a pear
Icaf throughi one of these galîs, g, show~ing
zgai; ii, ii, normal structure of leaf ; o, open-
ing of the gaîl; and e, eggs of the Mite.

FIG .-602.

Later ini the season the gyails dry aind turn
brown or black, and are more conspiculous
on the lov'er side. The leaf ini the miean-
timie lias shrunk to its normal thickness, as
shown ini Fig. 2602, ini which g isga,
il, il, uninjured portion of leaf, and o, open-
img to grail fromn under side.

Various remiedies have been experimerted
with, but the Most successful one, according
to Prof. Slingerland, is a thorough spraying
ini winter with kerosene cîiulsion dilute.l
with fromn five to seven parts of wvater. .\p-
ply~ fromn every side, so as to, reach al) au-
tunal; buds, for it is about tiien' flhc blister
mite is miost abundant.


