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character, to prepare and fit for ac.
tivity and usefulness in life."

Truc education consists in tcaching
and training-the latter as much as
the former, in developing and direct-
ing as far as possible the natural
powcrs. To leave out of count the
physical side of our nature, which is
sadly neglected in our wholc system
of education, it might be expectcd
when attention is so exclusivoly de.
-voted to mental education that noth.
ing of fundamuental importance-would
be overlooked or neglected. But
what is -he fact? The fact is that
one of thetmost valuable of our natu-
ral faculties is scarcely even recog-
nized in ordinary methods of educa-
tion, and has to depend entirely
for development and direction upon
chance and circumstance.

A very-ancient and high authority
on education, and many other sub-
jects, emphasizing the importance of
the education of the will and the de-
velopment of the power of self-control
has said, " better is he that ndlethhis
spirit than he that taketh a city."
And the same writer in another place
insisting on the advantage of early
attention to education says, "train
up (educate) a -child in the way he
should go, and when he is old he will
not de4part from Lt.'

The natüral' faculty which receives
the least attention in our much
vaunted and maüy-sided éduàatiori of
the day iethe -ill. And this is the
more iemarkable and thé more la-
mentable when it is considered how
much depends upon its development
.atid direction. Without entering inta
metaphysics the will may bé said in
a general way to be the dominant
faculty of the mind. Without it the
fimëst abilities and the highest- attain-
ments are- of little Value. It givès
practical direction tô the life. Wit h
weak, untrained ivills we are swayed(
about by our emotions, driven hither
and thither by ·circumstances, or led

by companions whither they will,
Our days are spent in dreamy revcric
of in fickle fßitting from one aban-
doncd purpose to another. The wcak
will attempts many things bât accom-
plishes nothing. It is the explanation
not only of most of the failures in life
but of much of the wickedness in the
world. To succeed in life-in any-
thing-to do right, réquircs a firm
resolve, a stcadfast purpose, a strong
will; to fail is easy always. If this
were generally understood and recog-
nized parents would be found con-
gratulating themselves on the strong
wills of their children, instead of coni-
plaining of them, developing and di-
recting instead of breaking theni. As
it is, the will that is strong enough to
survive the vicious methods of the
home is almost sure to make its mark
in after years, while the weak will
grows weaker still for want of intelli-
gent exercise till it is practically worth-
less for any intelligent direction of the
life. Of course there are a great many
praiseworthy exceptions in home train.
ing, but vicious is not too strong a
word to qualify the methods too gen-
erally followed of bringing up child-
ien. The baby from the beginning
must have everything it cries for,
whether good for it or not, whether
convenient for the mother or others,
or not. It might hurt itself, crying 1
And, then, it is so much easier to
humour it than to teach or train it.
So the foundations are very easily laid-
for future troub!e. Bythe time the
child is a year old-.it has.learned to
gratify its-every impulse, and ·has-not
leàrned the first lesson of self-control.
Even then, except in rare instances,
théreis .no attempt made to develop
or -direct ls, powers of self-control.
So little fs expected of children in,
this direction it>woùld be wonderful if
much, were realized. Very.often the
child's :first elssons iii self-control are
learned: in the priiary:echool when
itis:five ôr sir years ýold,.and whenits.
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