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malytical examination of these would be of the
greatest importance in the interests of manu'fac-
tares and commerce. The British Colonies,
Asia, and Africa, North and South America, and
the various European States, all contribute of
their forest wealth, adapted for the rr.ny con-
verient purposes for which wood is in demand.
Mucl as Iron lias corne into use of laite years to
take the place of wood for ship building, it has
not yet entirely replaced it; and there is still a
large, and indeed, increasing denand for wood
for lining the great iron-cased war vessels wlhich
recent invention has brought into play.

In the absence of any useful work on the
products of the forests of the globe, to which
reference can be made, it will, we think, be fouud
exceedingly useful to advert from time to time
to the series of woods which have been colleet-
ed at much trouble and cost, to be displayed to
the eyes of the world at South Kensington.
These specimes muay not, it is true, be very at-
tractive or interestingi tu the nere idler and
siglht-seer at the E.xhaiiition unless per chuanie
he be struck with surprise at the lye dimnen
sions of some secton of a nonairch of the fo tt,
the growth of several hunidi ed years - the gr -a
length of some planks, like those of Western Auas-
tralia and Tasmania, shownu in the gardens of tle
Royal Horticultural Society ; or the picturesque
timber trophy of Canadiau wouds, erected in the
north-eabterni transept, toweuing upu ards tu the
rouf. But, as indications of the soil, as meumen-
toes of indigenious wealth, open to the axe of
industry as naterials for the use of the skilled
mechanie and artificer, these collections of wood
open up one of tht most instructiue fields for in-
vestigation. and will diflse mach that will sup-
ply thought hereafter. Capt. Fowkc, R. E.,
who lias already published some most intei est
ing results of experiments on the strengtt
and properties of colonial and other woods
hown at the Paris Exhibition in 185f, is now

oônducting at the South Kensington Museum a
daily series of tests on many of the woods ex
hibited; the published results of which will be
of great importance.

0f the British colonies, Canada stards oui
most prominent in the collection of woods, and
tLe colony cn this occasion, with limited funds
at command, bas done well to confine itsel
chiefly to a noble display of her vegetable anc
mineral treasures. There are several collection.

- of wood shown ; and although they are mor
- charaeterized for utility than for beauty, ye

they are sauch woode as could net be done with
aut; and-our Àiistialian'and tropical colonie
come in 1oo, w.th craiture and cabinet woodi
gen'erlI. 'n afri!s û. züùch gratification to
lars that.a'a'.fort i âaking.on the part of thi

r'reenatief the vious colonies:to estab
lih byý ioteiãid, ga pemanent inuseum oi
'oonilipodete ad'romethe unanmity 'witl
hich tie moninit h-a beenoriginated, theiE

is every probability of its success, and of tlh
most valuaqle collection now on view being re

tained in tact. The usefulnsse of such a mus,
to the manufacturer, the artizan, the emigr
and indeed to all interested in the progre&
our colonies, will be generally aamitted;
while France with but five or six colomes

j long maintained such a colonial nuseum, il d
tîeem singular that Great Britan, with its f
j important colonies, spread over every pan

the globe, should not long since have had sur
collection, instead of being obliged every
or ten years to have to go to enormous expe
in forming collections which immediately a
are sold aud disposed of and lost to the sei

New Brunswick, considering ber forest rer
ces, lias not produced so good a display
woods as she mgiht have done, altbough tý
are some very fine ornamental illnstratac
Britili Culumbia and Vancover have d
as well as could be expected froma their '

distance and the expense of transit of ip
speciinens-the pl anks and sections of the D
lass piine and otlhter giants of the forest indi'
oi.e of the sourts of colonial wealth.

The Australian culonies have all come
t, ill in a d];SpLav if i heii %w ooe,,-and it is 1

to awar d the pahî. .ew South Weiks, Qu
land, Viatoria, Tasmaînin, Western ani
and New Zealand, all show very fine Speir
of their woods in all stages-rough, pl
and nianufactured. Ceylou shows some of
beautiful furniture woods and theirapplicati
India bas not done so much as she might 1
donc, but she is circumscribed for space to
hibit the noble sections of wood lying ail
house, the India gallery being chiefly occu
w ith works of art :ore attractive to the gen
public. Mauritius, St. .ielena, and a few o
small colonies have a fair display-of w-odso

- Natal stands as the representative of Sos.t
Africa, and proves that there are some a-
woods to be found in that quarter.

Passing to the West India group of colo.
we find that great efforts have been mad

- this occasion to develop its woods and t
tbem into publie notice, and the beneficia
sult of this effort cannot fail to be felt.
ornanental.woods of Jamaica, of Trinidad,

I Britsh Gulana have taken the pubhie by sur
and the cabinet work made of them is of 6:

f lar beauty, and we. do not wonder ,that
woods have beenahighly C.ommended and re-

a ed by the juries. British .Ionu,oT
and some of the smaller islands have.aIBO t

t their attention, we hope:withpro~fit, t a.
- tion of their :inltige.ous, wooasith
s formation of their prpperties and WSs.
s valuiable squ4red. logs.o nahIgany.

the Haytiancourtthewoods of tb O
ria, and th.e French colonies ai J e.e!
. es of-theormant1ealtheyeta . , eilB t4

F scttlement and theprogre
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