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snalytical examination of these would be of the -

tained in tact. The uscfulnsse of such a mys

greatest importance in the interests of manufac- | to the manufacturer, the artizan, the emigr

tares and commerce. The British Colonies,
Asia, and Africa, North and South America, and
the various European States, all coutribute of
their forest wealth, adapted for the wuny con-
verient purposes fur which wood is in demand. |
Much as Iron has come into use of late years to |
take the place of wood for ship building, it has |
not yet entirely replaced it; and there is still a
large, and indeed, incressing demand for wood l
for lining the great iron-cased war vessels which
recent invention has brought into play.

In the absence of any useful wourk on the
products of the forests of the globe, te which
reference can he made, it will, we think, be found
axceedingly useful to advert from time to time
to the series of woods which have been collect-
ed at much trouble and cost, to be displayed to
the eyes of the world at South Kensington.
These specimes may not, it is true, be very at-
tractive or interusting to the mere idler and
sight-seer at the Exhibition unless per chance
he be struck with surprise at the huge dimeng
sions of some section ot a monarch uf the foirest,
the growth of several hundied years; the gr.at
“length of some planks, like those of Western Aus-
tralia and Tusmania, shuwn in the gardens of the
Royal Horticultural Society ; or the picturesque
timber trophy of Canadian wouds, erected in the
north-eastern transept, toweiing upwards to the
roof. But, as indications of thesuil, as memen-
toes of indigenious wealth, open to the axe of
industry us materials for the use of the skilled
mechanic and artificer, these collections of wouud
open up oae of the most instructiue fields for in-
vestization, and will diffuse much that will sup-
ply thought hereafter.  Cupt. Fowke, R. E,
who has already published some most interest-
ing results of experiments on the strength
and properties of colonial and other wouds
shown at the Paris Exhibition in 185, is now
oonducting at the South Kensington Museum a
daily series of tests on many of the woods ex-
hibited ; the published results of which will be

- of great importance.

Of the British colonies, Canada siands out
most prominent in the collection of woods, and
tke colony on this oceasion, with limited funds
as command, has done well to confine itself
chiefly to a noble display of her vegetable and
mineral treasures. There are several collections

- of wood shown; and although they are more

- charaeterized for wtility than for beauty, yet
they are such woods a8 could not be doue with-
oat; and our ‘Australian’and tropical colonies.
come in, %00, with faraiture and cabinet woods
geneially. Tvaffords us ‘inich gratification to.
learr. 1hab an‘effort is Maaking on the part of the
representatives-of the vhrious colonies:to estab-
lish by solonial aid, a nent museumn of .
*aolonial produetes and-from:the unanmity with,
which the movéxiedt hias been originated, there.
is every probability of its success, and of .tHe

 most valuagle collection now on view being re-

"the Haytian. court, the woods

and indeed to all interested in the progres
our colonies, will be generally admitted; -
while France with but five or six colomes
long maintained such a colouial museum, 4
seem singular that Great Britan, with it f
important colonics, spread over every pa
the globe, should not long since have had sur
cullection, instead of being obliged every
or ten years to have to go to enormous expe
in forming collections which immediately 3
are sold and disposed of and lost to the wor
New Brunswick, considering her forest res
ces, has not produced so good a display
wuods as she might have done, although it
are some very fine ornamental illnstrauc
British Columbia and Vancover have d
as well a3 could be expected from thawg
distance and the expense of transit of Is
specimens—the planks and sections of the Ix
lass pine and other giants of the forest indy
ore of the sources of colonial wealth.
The Australiun colonies have all come
weil in a dispiay of their woods—and itist
Lo award the puli.  dew South Weles, Qu
lund, Victoria, Tasmavia, Western suwie
and New Zealand, all show very fine spear
of their woods in all stages—rough, pol:
aud mauufactured. Ceylon shows some of
beautiful furniture woods and theirapplicat
India has not done so much as she might t
done, but she is circumseribed for space to
hibit the noble sectivns of wood Iying atl
house, the India gallery being chiefly ocen
with works of art more attractive to the ge
publie. Mauritius, St. Heiena, and a fewo
small culunies have a fair display-of woods;
Natal stands as the represeniative of Sout
Africo, and proves that there are some u
woods to be found in that quarter.
Passing to the West India group of colo
we find that great efforts have been mad
this occasion to develop its woods and t
them into public uotice, and the beneficis
sult of this effort cannot fail to be felt.
ornamental woods of Jamaica, of Trinidad,
Britsh Guiana have taken the public bysur
and the cabinet work made of them is of 5.
lar beauty, and we. do not wonder thal.
woods have beenhighly, commended aid e,
ed by the juries. British Hondoras, Dont
and some of the smaller islands have also &
their attention, we hope with:profi, to ac
tion of their indigenous, woods,;wilh
formation of their properties aund uses.
valyable squared logs.of mahogany, shov
Edrope,.
the €1
le; als

-ges of the-dormant.wealth yeiay

-ria, and the French colonies, s i

:scttlement_and the-progress of jpapulstic
.making, greater havoc.among.

the forethongh of individuals.urgovena:
replacing by replanting.



