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tion of seed ‘oats, and are collecting the gennine varie-
vies of spring wheat—with a, view to the gencral distn-
bution of those articlés in the country. They have also
made provision for importing a few of the best Agri-
cultural publications published in America, as being best
suited fo ofir general wants,

PROGRESS OF IMPROVEMENT.

We adopt the following remarks of an Ag-
ri~ultural cotemporary ; they will suit the
latitude of Canada :—

What a mighty field is embraced in these
two words! Who is 50 blind as not to feel their
force—wito that knows aught of the past or
partakes willingly of the present state of so-
ciety, but knows that in them lies the secret of
all our superiority and advantages! Is it not,
brother farmers, most true that  knowledge is
power,” and in farming as in every other avo-
cation? Look about and see who-are our best
farmers—if” they are not the most intelligent
ones—those who “take the papers,” who think
and read the most—in short, those who know
the most? To be sure knowledge is but a
means, & sort. of improved implement, which,
upless applied, is inert and worthless. A dull
tool with a vigorous arm will accomplish more
than the keenest idle one. But give the proper
weapon to the most active and expert and then
see the effect! In this view of the case, it
pains us exceedingly to see the indifference
manifested by many of our farmers on this
subject — refusing, as they do, the simplest,
truest means of improvement when offered
them in the shape of an Agricultural Periodi.
cal at only fifty cents or one dollar a year.
And yet they can support every thing else,
and most liberally too—Political newspapers,
Fashionable Magazines, Publishers -of -trashy
Novels, to say notning of a host-of bad habits,
as tippling, the use of tobaceo, tea and coffee,
&ec. ; while often, too dften, their stoutest ad-
vocates and truest friends are shamefully ne-
glected! Now friends we-protest against such
a course. We want yor to think moré of
your chosen avocation, and its-reliance upon
and nse of the Press ; so that.it shall not thus
be made the last.and least object of your at-
tention. Tell me if you can, why the Pross
should not and-will not advance agriculture as
well as Politics; and why, therefore, you, as
a9 farmers, should not take Agricultural rath.
er than Political Periodicals, if you can have
but the-one class? The.seeret is too opvious.
Such:persons. undexrate the importancegf Ag-
riculture, -and donot think it worth while to
try and improveit: they don’t know the power
<and worth of the Agricultural Press, or they

are guilty of a-glaring, suicidal inconsistency
in thus neglecting it » -

In regard to othier matters pertaining to your
Agricultural practice—how is it? 5’0\1 are
not going to be satisfied with having and doin
things this year justas-you did last, are you
Let’s see, asn’t that o miserable breed of
hogs you fatted last year, that took twice the
grain that neighbour B’s did, and then didn’t
weigh asmuch? And those sheep of yours—
cparse-wooled, are they not, so much so that
you 'got only two.thirds as much as neighbour
C. did for his? Those colts you raised and
sold—1were they not rather scrubby—-and your
milch cows, do they go dry half the year 2
And that natural fruit your trees bore, better
than nothing to be sure, but far from being the
fruit which you might have had just as well
perhaps, and may now .soon, if you only bestir
yourself a little. Thus with improved kinds
of tools, grains, vegetables, and the whole
round of domestic and farm appendages.
Make a beginning—get yourselves in the way
of improvement—get something to work frem,
to add to—to stimulate you! If you can®tget
more than a single pig of neighbour B’s im-
proved breed, or one fine wooled lamb of neigh-
bour C., or a single choice calf, or colt, ortree,
to start with, get that one, and with care your
whole stock may be improved by it in a few
years.

Not that we should run mad after every
new thing, or wish to try every new notion, by
any means ; but there is a vast fund of real,
actual, solid improvement, peculiar to our age
and profession, to which every farmer should
have reconrse, and by which hé may in every
sense of the word be a gainer.

A BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

How often has it been said *Canada.is a
gurely Aﬁn'cultural Country,” .and yet how lttle
as been.done by the Legisia,mxe to forward. s
bestinterests! When we consider the import-
ance of the profession of the hardy and sun-
brovmed tiller of the soil'we are -surprised that he
has never received that attention at-the hands: of
Parliament which he had a right to look -fori—
And yet he has had the making of these Parlia-
ments, has duly voted at the general election for
his Representatives, and paid more than his.share
of the taxes, forming the oil which keéps the
great palavering Legislative machinery:in motion:
If the-farmer has not been noticed by the “as~
sembled wisdom,”” as he ought to have been, he
has himself nearly wholly to.blime;.in choosing

- some whipper-snapping lawyer with no- feelings

akin tohis; instead of a business-like frieze-coated
weather-beatén, ploddling, industrious, and frugal



