146

\
\

THE PARISH SCHOOL ADVOCATE.

of contributing to make teaching an art,
it’only tended to fill the teachers’ ranks
with incompetent, indigent and in too
many cases, immora] men. Ilence the
failure.

In 13847 these acts wers all repealed
and anotuer substituted, which provid-
ed for a Provineial Board of education,
composed of the Governor and Execu-
tive Council; the establisment of o traio-
ing school atFredericton, where teach-
ers were to attend for the space of ten
weeks, to receive instruction in the art
of teaching, cach candidate to receive
ten shillings per week during this stay
towards defraying the expenses thus in-
curred ; trained teachers, to be clas-
sed by the Board according to their
qualitications: First class teachers to re-
ceive 307.; the second 22/,; and the third
18/. per annum ; the sum of 1000/ was
granted for the purpose of providing
books, apparatus, ete., for the use of
parish Schools ; and she trustees had the
same puiers as conferred by former acts
—except that of examining the literary
qualifications of teachers—but no pay:
hence they neglected the duties.

This act gave way for another in 1852,
which provided, first, for the appoint-
ment of a provincial superintendent of
cducation, who was to act as secretary
to the Board, with a salaxy of 2507 per
annuin ; second, & local inspector for
each county ; third, provision for the
voluntary adoption of the assessment
principle, aliowing twenty-five per cent.
extra to the teachers of the sehoolsadop-
ting it—teacher’s salarics remaining as
under last law ; togrth, the establish-
ment of & training School at Saint John,
with male and female instructors ; fifth,
teachers of the lowess class could obtain
authority to teach from the superintend-
ent on producing a certificate from the
Jocal inspector,

In 1854, one section of this law was
repealed, and another substituted, pro-
viding that the salaries of teachers be
as follows:—

MALE TEACHERS.

Istelass . . . £37 10 § per ann.
Zod ¢t . . . . 80 ¢ 0 «
Srds¢ . . . 2210 0 «

FEMALE TEACITERS.
Istclass . . . £27 10 0 perann.
2ud ¢ . . . . 2210 0 «

.2
3rd ¢ . . . . «

1710 0
The partial failure of these severalen-

actments to advance public inscructicn,
may bo attributed m a measure to ther
ineffective provisions ; the want of ener-
gy on the part of the guardians of yon th;
the onorous duties imposed upon trustees
without remuneration ; and the general
negligence on the part of those officers
who were paid for their serviees.

However, among the good things par-
tially secured by these laws, were,—the
classification of teachers; the increase
and uniformity of schoeol books; in-
ereased remuneration of teachers; and
a more full annual report of the state of
the schools thronghout the province.

The year 1858, has prodaced the re-
peal of all former laws, and the substi-
tution of another which is less efficient
and more expensive in its administration
than any former law ; and the provail-
ng opinion of the public iind is becom-
ing more fully inclined for its repeal
also, and the substitution of a law,
abolishing the present inspectorship,
and giving trustees and county boards
the management of the schools, with
pey for services.

As we have in former numbers of the
Parish School Advocate, given our views
of the present inadequate and costly ed-
ucational system, we defer further re-
marks for the present.

The followng statistics are extrncted
g%ogn the superintendent’s report fos
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The total number of school districts
is set down at 1,120 ; school houses,
938 ; schools in operation during the
year, 812: but 892 are reported as hav-
ing been .n operation forlonger or shor-
ter periods in the year. The number
of pupils i attendance is 30,000, which
would show an average attendance at
cach school of 37 nearly. ©Oftheschool
houses, 575 are reported as in good con-
dition ; 230 are supplied with maps and
black boards: 89 with maps only ; 245
with black boardsonly ; leaving 437 des-
titute of all snch sehool apparatus. The
pumber of school houses erccted during
the year is 44, of which 35 are framed
houses.

The number of teacherscmployed dur-
ing the year has been 9523 of whom
566 hold third class licenses; and 216
only, of whom 130 were females, had
first class licenses. The total amount

espended for parish school education in -

1857, wag 38,6370 12s. 9d., of which
21,048, was drawn from the treasury.
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