
26 GREAT FIRE AT MIRAMICHI.

amazing velocity, to such an extent and affectiiig
the water in such a m'anner as to occasion large
quantities of on and other fish to resort to
land, hundreds of which were scattered on the
shores of the south and west branches.

"Chatham was filled with three hundred mi-
serable sufferers every hour brought to, it the
wounded and burned in the most abject state of

distress. Great fires raged about the same time in
the forests of the River St. John, which destroyed
much property and timber, with the governor's

house, and about eighty private houses at Frede-
ricton. Fires raged also at the same time in the
northern parts of the Province, as far as the Bay
de Chaleur.

it is impossible to tell how many lives were
lost, as many of those who were in the woods

among the lumbering parties, had no friends nor
f connections in the country to remark on* their

non-appearance. Five hundred have been com-

puted as the least number that actually perisbed
in the flames.

The destruction of bears, foxes, tiger-cats, mar-
tens, harles, squirrels, and other wild animals, was
very great. These, when surprised by such fires,
are said to lose their usual sense of preservatioii,
and becoming, as it were, either giddy or fasci-


