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palage:; when being apprehenfive that the legality
of their charter rnight be brought into queilion,
they thought it prudent to endeavourtofecure an in-
tereft in the government : they therefore attended Sir
Robe;t. "Walpole, and informed him that there
was an arrear due fromn them to the late queen
Mary, amounting to feveral thoufand- pounds,
which they apprehended the prefent queen :was
entitled to, as no part of it had been-paid to
queen Anne; alleging that queen Mary was a

proprietor-; in virtue, I fuppofe, of her relation-
fhip ro:Prince Rupert, vho was an original pro-
prietor. Accordingly, a fum, at the rate-of'
two or three hundred pounds per anntrm profit
upon the trade, was paid to Sir Robért upon his
Majefty's account; and while he continpied in the
treafury, another <mall fum was paid upon the
fame account and fince that time two other
fmall -fums, which the treafury was obliged to re-
ceive inplicitly; for'the Company excufed them-
feivesfrom producing~ their bopks upon, this oc-
cafion, tho' :urged to 4o it asthe only -authentic
proof,._ that his Majety wyas entitled-,to. any
fhare, and that the fum paid was the exat a-
mount of ir -The circum'ftances of which be-
hayiou- evidently fhew; with -what view they
made -this facrifice; and wirh what vie3w' they
nov Iplace the -King's. name a thehad of the
li of proprietors. ;ittlerrefling-thatQif at any
time their mùonopoIy«and a chgF£€r 4houlcl b.e
proved illegal, andMnjtrious to. the trade of
Britain, -his Majety v:ould be iaduced. to 5kreen
thiemby any furre;nder that. is:iä atheir power

fr ITwas fü.fpeCåd; àfd:upon godfoumdationi
that- the Comnsittee of the Compary:. vwhich is
e4 eEthys y he:ahautern:had: ape henmfe1ves
abfoJutenand :tnermgIale~ : by2 egrQffm1g ithe

- greater


