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silver two-pence."' Further than this we are

unable to trace, though we have good reason to

believe that it circulated, to a limited extent, for
some time thereafter.

Thus while the Indian declined in power his

simple coinage passed from hand to hand, among

his conquerors, in the haunts where unnumbered

generations of his ancestors had trafficked it in

rude barter, or offered it with solemn ceremonial,

their costliest offering, to their country's gods..

It was for about a quarter of a century a legal

tender in New England, while among the Dutch

it was during half a century often the only circu-

lating medium, and among both Dutch and

English it filled a more or less important part

in the currency for nearly an entire century.

When at length the increasing wealth of the

people drove wampum out of common use, it still

1O'Callaghan's New Nether/and, i, ibid.


