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ovement Against the Usurp-
ers Started from: New York
Designed to Free the Green
Isle and Disintegrate:Empire

“Headquarters Canadian Republi
my. The Boers licked the ]fhglr:}?
nd don’t they know it.. Bust the Bri-
ish Empire. Hurrah for Irelang
Col. ‘Mike Sullivan, of the ‘Feniay,
my, 41 Boudeny, New York City.”
Like a bolt from the blue, ‘designeq
p shake the.-empire to its Very ‘depthg
nd threatening ruin and -desalatio),
g-all that stand in the way o the
atriots, the Movement has: com.
enced. S
Despite the fancied security ang
pathy into which' the foes ‘of Irelanq
ave been lulled, despite the fact that
e usurper drives along Irish lanes to
pe - fastnesses of baronfal hajg
frenched from their lawful owners ‘in
e reign of Henry IL, with Rever o
hought save some -slight- misgiving
eadly missiles were hurled from th.
n of an evicted tenant ! 3
, all is not lost. The Colo: 18 in
Position to state  that ‘active anq
Bressive measures are @bout to Lo
en, have commenced in fact.
The movement had its begifining o,
Patrick’'s Day last. Far and wide
padly missles were hurled from the
tdquarters of the propaganda in
éw York. Béfore the tyrants’ coulq
ek, could take to hiding—at this
Bry moment some of the missiles arc
aching them.. One under & misap-
ehension Ai'f directed at the editor
the Colonist. It reached him yes-
day in the form of a picture post-
d, bearing the above sentences
ten in ink of darkest dyeé by a
1d ‘evidently. trembling from emo-
bn. . The Kaiser and Germany are
dently acting in collusion with the
ots for the card bears upon its
verse side the fateful words, “made
Germany.” A
It is true that the picture posteard
in itself harmless. It is true that
bore nothing but. the writing men-
med and the picture of three pussy
ts seated around a festive ' board.
t it is in the dread possibilities with
hich the action is fraught, that the
nger lies. £ - y :
t year by a conservative esti-
e, 2,667,992,643 ' pictlire -postcards
sed through the mails. - If but a
ith of the number or a . mere ' half
jon had been directed at Ireland's
mies, fancy the g
by would s

en to them enters one sorely hurt,
wed beneath the burden of missives
t with deadly intent. Comie, ao:lr:!c.
trionic, pathetic, 7@ or gay, they
uld so fnyade thempt ‘the 'Sass-
hch until' the = vulnérable point
ched, he would shtivel up and die.
t is all. off /iwith the empire. Evoe.
oe. “The jJig is up.

OPS BUILDING OF -

AY DEPOT

Northera Fails to File: iWth
AT T

New Weatmmt{:- during the h%mst
night appears. to have wrought up
pery considerable excitement over
pensi of operations® in con-
on with the building of the Great
hern depot at the. q!:d otf :ge
ns-Fraser bridge, by order o e
vincial public works engineer, F. C.
mble. ‘The ‘government, §t may be
enthetically explained, I
site in question city of
Westminster for * ninety-nine
5, at the nominal retnal of $1 per
, the property being thus ae.cutx;ed
the purpose of preparing a satis-
ory approsich to the bridge. In
lease the government is. bound in
case of excavations, fills, .or other
tions to guaraptee that Colum-
‘street (the adjacent -thoroughfare)
1 not be encroached upon.
hen the Great Northern beégan ‘ex-
tions for their depot ' premises,
y did not so much as communicate
h the government, but calmly pro-
ded to excavate on the government
ehold and utilize the earth for
ding their spur  line out to the
er river mills. sy
0 moon as the condition of -affairs
realized by the department offi-
s, work was naturally stopped, the
pan ng required to file plans

ng the bridge may have access to
“wunder certain: . reasonable
ditions. Plans have noti yet been
fl, nor has the agreement referred to
n executed, for which reason- oper-
ns remain in statu quo., '
here is no disposition on the part
he government to delay the pro-
ive works of the railway com-
v, but the case is one “in which
c duty demands thn:.l :tz_;e‘ ﬂg’l;t;
and’ of >
of the province Aty

stminster

city - shall

Many Passengers : :
LIFAX, March 24—The Allan line
iner Victorian arrived  here at
pight -from  Liverpool with - the
dian mails ‘and 1,400 passengers.

Elevator Burned .
[LBERT PLAINS, Man,, March 24.
o Canadian Elevator | Company's
tor. ~here was burned . to . the
ind at an early hour this gwn’dﬂl
elevator hgd-a capacity of 30,000
pels, and ‘there - ‘between
e and fifteen thousand: bushels of

n destroyed. .

Open on Easter Monday =~ °
DRONTO, March 24—For the first
in its history, AStac

' ge ll &

laster Monday. —Alt
,_holiday, there is su
siness with New York
of ‘brokers that the
guently - brokers'
“that day.

has been resumed

- T
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The Ivy is probably better known to-most
peginners. in :gardening matters than almost
.ny other subject, and yet comparatively little
mav be understoed regarding the method of

ling with the plants and the wealth of ma-

terial available'in the many varieties that are

catalogued by nurserymen. . The Ivy is knowa
te botgnists' by the'names of Hedevr’;, Shd¥s 2
popular geanus, of evergreens shrubby or. limb~
g plants;.it ‘belongs to the Aralia family
Araliacege). Im-our British chimate the num-.

ber of hardy evergreen climbing plants.is not - afield to Mount Tolmie and Cedar Hill, or,

large, and for.this.reason the Ivy has an ‘espe-
cial value. No other subject will compare with
it for covering bare walls or fences and many
other unsightly .erections.: It is in the winter
season, when-so- many ‘trees.and shrubs are
leailess, that the Ivy asserts its real value: The
small-leaved Ivies, of which .there" are many’
varieties, are very-useful for growing among
rockwork; and they are also especially” well
adapted for training over the roots of large
. A northern aspect suits these .small
leaved varietigs, where they look very pretty
and harmonize satisfactorily with Ferns and
similar $ubjects.:" &« 5 v .

Ivy as'an edging is more frequently used
now than-was.the case formerly. Contrasted
with the glorious celors of masses of
ers in the summer ‘season the effect is beauti-
ful, and. i1s much. te be preferred to. the many
artificial creations, such’ as. tiles, frequently
used for the same purpose. ‘A live margin of
Ivy some 12 inghes to. 2 féet in width may be
made into' a-dense fringe-if the plants are prop-
erly treated. They should be arranged in rows,

and the growths pegged down in one. direc--

tion~ only as soom as: planted.- To keep the
growths from getting overgrown -and uncon-
trolled, .the.young Shoots should be pinched
or cut-back two.er three times; according to
the vigor of'the plants; every summer. . . .

In addition to thé many beautiful forms of
the evergreen-climing Ivies, there are varicties
of the Tree Ivies that are little known. The
Tree Ivigs. are. khown to the botanist ‘by-the
name of Hedera arborescens, and are 6f i n0n-,
climbing habit. Tn'Figs. I and'2 two examples
of the "I'ree Tvies are shown, and it will bz no-
ticed- that. they: are, bushes or low standards.
They have a special value in the winter season,.
as they can be liffed if grown in.pots and re-
planted to dill-vacant flower-beds. If the plants
are to refain their bushy and compact form,
they must be grown continuously in pots. The
soil for these: Tree Ivies should comprise two
parts of<loam, one part of leaf-mould or decay-
<t manure, and coatse Sand in suffigient quag-
tity to make the compost porous. = See thzat the
pots are well drained: Potting may be doue
at any time between October and March. Ia
April the plants should be pruned into thape-
ly specimens. During: the growing period
water freely, and in the summer establishied
plants in péts will derive considerable benefit
irom periodical applications: of manure-water,

With respect to the planting of the ever-
green climbing Ivies, the numerbus forms of
which have originated from the one species,
Hedera Helix, a native plant of Britain and
other parts of Europe, objection is sometimes
taken to the growth of this subject on the walls
of dwellings, "en 'the alleged ' ground: that it
makes them_damp and for-other reasons. A .
moment’s reflection-will refute such: an idea.
As'a matter of fact it has just the opposite ef-
fect. Moisture is dfawn off by the aerial root-
lets which adhere to the wall, and the leaves
throw “off ‘the ‘rain. = When planting it is im-
portant to remember that the Iyy does.mnot
take kindly to.cemented walls, and unless spe-.
cial meastires<¢an be-adopted toerect-a trellis.
or somefhifig of #his Kind, it may bé courting
failure to. plang 48-such. positions. - e

Ivy-‘may’ be-planted-at any tinié between
September and November and February and
April inclusive. . When planting it is better to
purchase plants in-pets; as the roots suffer less
from disturbance:: Shén ald*the s6il in the pots
be rathér“‘drgy&cod:;&ﬁiv';&ﬁgﬁ - plants, i
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1 «creamy -white ; -H. Silver

* 'Queen, margined and splashed: ivory white: H.
tricolor; lgrg'en leaves, margined and splashed . *
1, maderensis

cream’; sis_variegata, beautifully
-variegated .and.-suitable orly for warm posi-
‘tiotis, like ni@st of the variegated varieties ; the

“éxtremely Hardy and beautiful H. caenwood--
dark gren; and many others.~The Garden. .

--iana, with deeply. lobed leaves:

. ROCK GARDENING =~

" Take a walk out to the gol f‘iirtké;ior;f}l;thgr

N

again, take a boat and row round to Esquinialt,

-and land at any of the numerdus little bays.

that you'see on your way or that capture your
fancy when you reach thé harbor, and you
wil find-a ro'ck-.ga.rden—_clot_l_’lcd:by' nature with

maculata, _green. and -gold;, H. marginata,

S A “ “. i Z 5. {i:' S
few days should be fit for. sowifig or the stand-
(ing in ef seed-boxes.<r i nx woh s

: Where® Christmas Roses are -grown. thiey
. will now be throwing uip their'bednfiful ‘wax-
like white floweérs; and steps must be taken, if
not already’ done, to ptotect them- from bad
weather .and the ravages of slugs. “A hand-
light or bell-glass placed ‘over-the.p
keep-off rain; fog-and sooty matter; which do’
~ so.much to_despoil the beauty” of the Howers ;
‘but :slugs- are.more: difficult
- have found-that Kilograb:sprinkled round the
- bases of the ﬂow*ej‘i‘,and Jeaf stems*is; a good
deterrent and, moteover,. a_simplé one. An-
~other hardy - plant.that gives us. its blossoms
“outdoors at this Seasonis the fragrapt Iris sty-

losa.  Sparrows -are very fond of plucking:

these blossoms; hence some means must be
_taken to stop- the mischief. ‘A piece: of fine
fish_or wire netting fixed over the .plant or

“« plants answers very. well,.or some strands of

gay flow-

'1.—A ‘golden variegated form of the Tree Ivy
¢ 4+ o ={(Hedera Arborescens) :

N

+lichens: and -mosses, with.sea-pinks and se-
dums, saxifrages' and heucheras, that at al-
most any season of the year, form a pleasant
picture to the eye. ad 4
* - Perhaps it is owing to nature’s lavish handi-
work in this ‘respect that so few people have
taken up this form of gardening; rather. it
'should be an additional .incentive to continue
the good work by building a rock-garden close
to our home and ‘introducing ‘some of the
many flowering rock plants.and alpines that a
little care and attention will cause to flourish
--as luxuriantly as in their native habitat.
“There-must be many people who, if they
“had ever:given attention to these dainty tuffs
and cushions of dense foliage, and noted the
exquisite coloring' of "the masses of brilliant

flowers, would be seized with the desire to ex~ .

cel in their cultivation.  In England in the last
few years there has been a remarkable.growth
<ofipterdafidn the cultivation of. rock plants,
andf nunmeérous rock-gardens have been “con-
structed all over the country. Theére, however,
the rock necessary for the work has in.many
instances to be shipped long distances, mak-
ing this form of gardening the luxury of a few;
_here, on the other -hand; there are few gar-
dens of any extent that have not some-portion
occupied by rock that:could with very small
outlay be. concerted into an excellent rock-
garden, ;
Messrs, Backhouse & Co. of New York, one
of the best known firms engaged in that class
of work, advertise to build rock-gardens from
two hundred and fifty dollars up. I venture
to say. that for the tenth part of the cost of
the smallest rock-garden this firm constructs,
one could lay out in Vicforia quite an interest-
.-ing-garden of this description.
~ On this continent generally, alpines have
“been but little cultivated, hut I think T am
right in saying that there are as many species
and'as attractive plants of this class native to
- North- America, as among those long cultivat-
cediin Burope v e LR
- .Foremost. amorigst” the joys of rock-gar-
dening is" the-pleasure of collecting the plants
that we cultivate. . Within a day’s journey of
Victoria may be found a collection of reck
plants large enough to furnish charming pic-
. tures of flower combination to the Hlower Jover.
w. There isno form of gardening that ap-
peals so-miuch to our ‘finest feelings, or is so

; RS PR, SIVe 1o pedle ey ;
them =a'goo&ihutmgfd)efme:planﬁng?f“'l“lg‘; * full gf. sustained interest as rock-gardening;

3 repreSents’a small‘lvy” recently planted for -

covering-a-wall,” Where it i3 intended to plant
lvy against falls, the ground should be trench-
ol fully“two feet to three feet square, working
" a plentiful supply of Well-rotted manure,
ad if- mquantity-of-eld mortar eubbish can.be
incorpofated so”much the better;as Ivy revels:
in soil of a-Timy fature, It is Well fo'remem-
ber. however, that rich seil causes the variega-
uon to lose much of its beauty and the leaves
ulimately to @ssume a green color,  For this
feason plant the variegated sorts:in poor soil.

The various forms of the hardy evergreen:
climbing Iyies may be propagated hy cuttings
outdoors, those made from firm-shoots:eight
inches to a foot in length answering very well;
I3, 4 shows:a shoot suiitable for making into
a cutting, and a.cutting propérly prepared.and
ready for insertion., Note how the lower half
uf the leaves have been removed and the stem
cut through immediately below a joint. ‘These

ttings should be, inserted in ordinary sandy

|, half their length, in small trenches of siif- -

Iicient depth; and the soil made firm at their
vi~c before leveling off and finishing the oper-
anon. A border under a north wall, or a simi--
" position, should be selected, and the propa-
<+ on be done-at any time between Septem-

" and November, and later when the weath-

» not very frosty.. By these means plants |

" be raised with the greatest ease. - * -
Good sorts to grow are Hedera Helix can-

‘"nsis (the Irish dyy), avery reliable variety, -

Swiable for covering fences, wal s.and bare,
"n-lightly places; H. digitatd, ‘dark

‘arctd with white, equally good “fo ;
¢ic.. H, dentata; H. purpurea; el e o
"".neriana ,the Giant 'Ivy), -‘?a'rgc' heart-
.. 1 leaves, suitable for arches, pergolas,
"¢ trunks and walls;'H. canariensis aureo-

Sy

every month of the year has its own blossoms.
At the ‘date of writing the rocks are bright
with ' Sisyfinchitm' and’ Erythroniums, with
saxifrage and bearberry, mimulus and -arabis
and walflower. 'A gardenér coming in’ two
or three days a week will keep up 2 bright
“"show df €olor in the garden during the flower-
.ing months; but the rock-garden is more de-
-pendent on the touch of the owner’s hand to
““produce ‘the best results;. put in the plants
‘yourself, form your own combinations of col-
- or and massing, and your rock-garden will be
i 'athing of joy and satisfaction the whole -year
round. s ek g !

KITCHEN GARDEN
Those beginners in gafdening who invest
in‘a frame will naturally wish to-make:the full-
* est use of it, and. to do so at this season it is

‘black cotton secured tosticks inserted: round
the clumps will do. Sd :

Fruit Garden

Many amateurs make a point of growing a
tree or two of Morello Cherries, particularly.
where a north wall is available, as this is one
of the fruits which do well in such a position.
‘We must not, however, think that a north-wall
is essential, as this fruit will do quite well
when grown in bush form in the open, Where
pruning has not-been ‘done, this should be at-

> tended to at once. Before commencing the'
work it will be well to remember that the fruits
are borne only on wood:that was formed:last
year; hence it -will be seen that these are the
shoots to retain as.far as.possible, Pruning,
therefore, will consist of cutting out sufficiént
two years or more old shoots to make room for
the young ones. ‘In the case of wall trees the
latter may be nailed into position as soon. as
- pruning is finished, six ‘inclres apart being a
good distance to allow for the shidots that are
retained, leaving these nearly or quite ‘their
full length. Of course, it will' be“necessary. to
remove some young ones, atid the weakest and
most unripe ones should be taken away.—The

Garden. - »
Ty R R

THE HOME'GARDEN.

The first consideratiofin the laying out of .-
_the home grounds is t0'kKhow what, ygi want.
for convenignce’s sake.» The home is for ‘use,s”

i r eful should be madé
attractive,: and’ w {a‘t‘trac'gg ;
forms to the canongyof &db

be artistic~. Mere ornafent—I thean ‘orna-

o>

niot: for ornament. ';‘hei;é

ment that “is mot *_#"T 0y some usetul or: lishrient canfiot be detsrminied frah sy Hefe 1
. Rl h S : . description; ‘of the place.
3 3 . at ‘best ‘only a./suggestion.

3

ek

2.—A green-ipm_rgd form-of the T Ivy. Tise-

win ful for plungi
- ~ winter months

artistic purpose—is of no. consequence. “Here
'is ‘a-handsomeé rose; yon should have “it,”
pleads the plant agent.
need a rose? Perhaps it needs a lilac busli,
self ‘before you, consider’ the defails. :

These are the: inithovable objects, .or the

or even mere sward. ' Consider the place it-

¢.plants will-

to deal with, I’

) - <3 ; cbm
d taste it 15 said to-

~But does your place..

"+ Jeb8

N

g in flower-beds during “the: -

permanent uses of the place. We will assume -

that the house is built; this, then, is the lead-
ing fixed point. 'The"limits of the place also
are fixed. It is necessary.that the entrance be
at a certain point in order: that the going and
coming may be direct 'and pleasant. ' There.
may be large trees or other-natural features on
the ‘place. s o ?

The General Style of Treatment
Formal or Natural ?<sThen=consider what
general style of handlitig "you, desire. 'If you
want a strictly formal treatment, -let. it con-

sty

- other drain-loving ‘trees grow in the

essential to form a good hot-bed on ‘which to.

place it. "The materials for making the hot-

doubtedly being "‘one-half long strawy and
iresh stable manure, andthe other half ireshly

-bed should ‘now be got together, the best un--

~gathered and unfermenired ' leaves. Many,

Towever, cannot procure leaves in-this condi-
‘tion,- and must, p_erfprce;’«re}{ on “mantire’ of

. the kind mentionied above. It will

sary to secure enough-to form a solid mass 2

feet thick at the top end and 1 foot wider each

 way tha-nthefmme,m}d before being made up

into the bed it should

~and shaken up every other day for a‘week or

“ten days.” In making the bed form a go

" slope  towards: the south; so- as to catch as
mfc;su s possible; and tread the whole
firm as. tgt ‘work proceeds. After placing the
frame in position, a few inches of finely sifted

. ‘séiél'v’fjnayg?placed over the manure; and in a

will be neces-

efo eup. form well* wifﬁ the aréhjtégtuu;' being @ part
be . thoroughly turned : 14 , the b
; * “line of the building shotild be carried ouit hori- -

of the yard scheme.. In:this;case, the basal

- zontally by means of walls and éther architec-
-tural forms. The cases are relatively few, in
. which ‘the strictly fortal freatment is desir-
able. ' If you want a “formal garden,” that is
a very different matter; this you may place at
one side or in the rear of your grounds, in the

. 1

«may be readily

L %,

&t

"a Vegetable garden; - :

, "B gereral the “natural style” is better.
The term -“natural style” really. means very
little, except that it has become established in
literature as expressing a cofitrast to the rigid-

samne,}v?pitr,ig~ that you would p‘lacé a rdse‘ga;-

Iy {ormal treatment of grounds. It does not

contend the grounds shall be strictly ““nat-
ural” for then they would be wild and very
Jikely ‘unlovable; it teans only that free and
often irregular lines shall. be used rather than
right lines @nd geometrical figures. The gen-
eral theory of most home grounds: should be
the “oper -centre” and mass-planted bound-
aries. . S ; :

The Open. Centre and Massed Borders

Of course, the front boundaries should ust-
ally be left open, although one sometimes may
-wish to screen the place from undue, publicity

4.—Cuttings of the Evergreen Ivy. That on

the left is the kind of shoot from which

s cuttings are made, and that on the right

is a cutting properly prepared and ready
for planting.

by means of a low planting 'next the street.
The-relative extent of open sward and border
planting cannot be determined by rule; every
‘place is'a law unto itself in this regard (as a
fact, in all regards), but it is well to say that
less” than one-fourth ‘of the area should be

- devoted- to mass- planting. - Usually the pro-

portion- of ‘planting should be* much smaller
than ‘this,® particularly on relatively large
places: - This ‘does not<mean ‘that the lawn
should be baré of all planting, but the general
effort should be fo avoid scattered and choppy
efféct:" J ¥ :

“ As-for walks, make only enough to. serve
the purposes of the plice. - AS SR

Avoid ready-made. plants. © Thé kind' of
.planting that :shall characterize every estab-

“Paper plans” are

The only really
satisfactory plan and advice, as a rule;, are
those that are the result of a careful study of
the place—the immediate surroundings, the

outlook;. the: personal desires of the owner, °

the climite, the soil, the 'size of the area, all de-
: téermine what would be’ best to be done; but

-it is always safe to do too little rather than

too much. i
Grading a Costly Business

As for grades, let them be such that water,
runs away from the house. It is better that
walks ascend toward the house, rather than de-
scend. Make all grades gentle and flowing as
far as possible. . If it is necessary to have a
sharp bank, let it be on the outer boundary—
unless’ the architecture is-stich that an csplan-
age terrace can be made next the building and
become a part of it.. It is very rare that a
sharp bank or :bold change in grade can be
“made with good ‘effect in the middle of un
place of ordinary size. 'It is ‘well to let the
grade rise gently toward stone walls; boulders
and tre€s. By all means do not “cover the

. *bases of the trees. . The irregular little mound

of . earth ‘that stands naturally about a tree,
and the spreading, bracing base of the tree
itself, are characteristic' elements in the beauty
of trees. Neither -must you have a tree on a
“high knoll or terracé—nearly. always you can
‘grade up to it or away from it in-such a way
as to leave'a natural look.
The Great Importance of ‘Prainage -

. Look-well to all drainage before the .grad—
ing 1s completed. If the Ignd is wet or “cold”
in places an underdrain:of tile should. be laid
through the wet places. If it 'is very hard
clay, an underdrain will tend to aerate ang
loosen the soil. All house drains should be

* carefally dnd permanently laid, ‘and their posi-

tion should be charted or marked so that they
y lily found on occasion. : If these
drains are laid in fifled soil; greaticare should

. be taken to pound the earth underneath'them

to prevent settling. “When willow-elms, or
neighbor-
hood, ‘the drain joints should -be thorotighly
cemented to preveqt the roots from entering.
If the ‘yard is filled or the land has been deep-
Iy spaded or plowed, allow for some settlix{gr of
the surface. Usually the fresh grading should
be one - to four -inches higher thad is desired

_ for the permanent surface, -

It is always well for the beginnier to make
a:sketch or ground plan of his place;: drawing
it fo @ scale-and indieating the position of the
plantings and other ‘objects. - On np account

should this‘planbe a theoretical one, however; .

it should be the result of a careful study of the
place—the place should not be the result of

- the plan.  But'the drdwing of the plan fo-

cuses..and ctystalizes ones ideas.and gives
definiteness’to the work: Itiis well:to study

oif thé " planting schefhes with . much care,

-making lists of the treés and shrubs and per-

‘émifal hetbs Tor each part of the area, These
lists will be invaluable for referenceand guid-

" ance; and ‘gradually you will be compiling ex-

»

perience about your ‘plants. that will' be of

»
{

ol

,storms and damaging neighboring

" tree diseases that float in the air.

value to others also. Finally, do not fear to
take advice at every doubttul point.—lL,. H.
Bailey. \

THE PRUNING KNIFE

Before undertaking to prune anything, the
amateur needs to know a rew axioms of plant
growth. He should be able to give a reason
tor every cut he makes.

1. EFarly-blooming shrubs and trees are
best pruned in summer time just after the
blossoms fade. To.prune in the spring is next
best, though there is a great waste in the
plant’s summer work in the sacrifice of blos-
som buds. 5

2., Late-blooming shrubs and trees form
Hower buds in the spring shoots. They are
best pruned in early spring.

3. The great advantage of spring pruning
is the rapid hea'ling of woungds. For the great
majority of our hardy ornamentals, and for
shade and fruit trees, early spring pruning is
best.

4. Winter pruning is undesirable because
the healing of wounds must wait until spring.’
Tender things are injured by cold, and hardy
things by drying of the exposed tissues. T_hc
only justification for pruning in fall and mid-
winter is that there is leisure to do it at no
other season. Winter pruning is better than
no pruning at all: - Dead or unfeebled wood
should be cut out when discovered, no matter
what time of year. . ;

5. Yearly pruning keeps the .specimen
well in hand, and makes heavy sawing and
chopping unnecessary. - Itleaves. the smallest
wounds to be healed. It is a good habit. for
the amateur to get into, for it insures his com-
bined interest f: individual specimens upon
which the character and beauty of his garden
depends.’

How to Prune Shade Trees

An ideal shade tree should be symmetrical,
free from dead or diseased -parts, vigorous, .
bearing on a strong framework of trunk and
limbs an ample but not crowded canopy of
leaves. It has, moreover, the distinctive char-
acter of its race, as the fan top of an elm,
with “its outer branches pendant; or the up-
right oval of a-hard maple.

It is customary to let shade trees'alone
until . their condition becames. critically bad.

“Then some hired man is delegated to trim

them, and he is instructed.to “make a thor-
ough job of it.” The result is generally deplor-
.able: . Well-meaning, conscientious ignorance
can do far more harm with axe and saw than
the same ignorance with chronic disposition
to shirk.

If a tree is worth pruning at all, the owner
should get some ideas as to how it ought to be
pruned, and then at least stand by to see that
these are carried out.

What Limbs to Remove

All dead and broken limbs are worse than
useless—they menace the tree’s life. Long
limbs, as of silver maple, become so heavy
that they are in danger of breaking in wind
windows.
Such limbs must be cut back. Thinning of
branches is next to be atfended to. Interfer-
ense chafes the bark, arfd the nutrition of the
limbs thus involved is disturbed. Which ones
show  sickly, foliage and enfeebled growth?
Those should be taken out, giving the advan-
tage of more sun and air to the strongest limbs.
These trimmings need not destroy the charac-
ter of the tree. They put new life into it. A
season’s growth will take away the stubby ap-
pearance.

How to Cut Off Limbs

Use a saw—never an axe! Saw as close as
possible to the main branch. Have'no protrud-
ing stub to be swallowed by the healing tissue
that rolls in and covers the wound. ILeave no
ragged edges. Do not tear the bark. Finish
the job with a knife, rather, after the saw
reaches the bark. :

A.ny break in the bark admits the germs of
Every limb

is rooted in the pitch ‘of a larger one. Its

~wood+is:a porous mass of fibers, with starchy

contents that drink in the rain. This forms a
soil -in which wood-destroying fungi thrive.
Every rotten tree in the neighborhood casts its
spores on the air. : i

For this reason it is essential .to cover
wounds with extreme care. Some waterproof
substance is demanded. White lead in linseed
oil forms a paint-that is efficacious. It must.
be carefully and conscientiously applied. ,One
dresging rarely lasts as long as there is need.

‘ The larger the limb amputated, the larger the

wound, and two or three years is not long for
the healing process. The wound will need re-
painting, ‘else danger of innoculation will still
threaten the heart of the tree.

Nature takes charge of the pruning of lau-
rel and rhododendrons, as a rule. The ever-

.green leaves shade and dizcourage weak

twigs. Occasionally a wayward branch must
be cut back to keep the symmetry of the whole.
Oftener, buds and branch tips winter kill;
these should be cut.back to sound wood, which
will send out new buds.’

il
O

If you want to increase your black cap rasp-> '
berries, the tops of the shoots should be fast-
ened to the ground to root. The red raspber-.
ries are better grown:from root cuttings made’
in- the late fall and buried through the winter
in boxes of sand to plant in spring. Root cut-
tings of these and blackberries are far better -
than suckers for that purpose.
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