
ife.f ♦ •♦ mS * 8:rp,> 8r wa I*' 41 f**

jP*H
à■4*6

volume no .'6THE VllMJ'OKlAaftMl> WEEKLY COLONIST MoNiJAY SEPTEMBER 12 1»*8.^_FvLTi FiHSl^%E.^

'^ÊÈ’W&SkyK ste-uir
w

STMINSTER A SMOULDERING HEAPV.

4*.3j a; Z *''

men and medical men of that city, the 
Joan landing all in this city before eight 
o'clock, or less than six hours from Vic
toria with an allowance of half an hour 
for baggage transfer at Nanaimo, and a 
fog in the Golf that forbade more than 
twelve or thirteen knots speed.

The tents of the Victoria soldiers were 
taken through by the C. P. R. special 
awaiting them here and placed at the 
disposal of the homeless Westminsterites 
before the hour at which folk usually go 
to bed.

Nor were the provincial cities the only 
ones volunteering their aid, as evidenced 
by the following telegram to Mayor Gar
den—but one of many from Coast cities 
—received during the afternoon : “We 
have notified Mayor Ovens that Seattle 
stands ready to be of any desired ser
vice to the unfortunate people of New 
Westminster. Kindly ascertain if there 
is anything we can do.” To which the 
following reply was sent: “Have visited 
New Westminster and find immediate ne
cessities attended to. Will wire y 
morrow. (Signed) Henry Gi 
Mayor.”

Winniueg, Sept. 11.—(Special)—News 
of the New Westminster calamity was 
received here about noon to-day and 
promptly bulletined. Deep regret is ex
pressed on all Sides.

get disorganized resistance, and with as 
fine a water system as any on the Coast, 
a fully paid department, both steam and 
chemical engines, 4,000 feet of hose and 
a mighty river flowing at their feet, 
Westminster’s citizens saw the flames 
eat steadily up the hillside because they 
had been careless to keep in readiness 
their naturally sufficient Weapons of de
fence. A dozen barrels of water would 
have saved the city if properly utilized 
at the first alarm, but a dozen barrels 
were not available.

Two explanations were given of the 
origin of the fire to-day, the one being 
the theory of spontaneous combustion in
the baled hay stored at Brackman &
Ker’s warehouses; the other, and more 
reasonable, sparks from a passing 
steamer.

Mr. Tilling, who claims to be the dis
coverer of the fire, denies the former 
and sustains the latter explanation. He 
says combustion was impossible, as the 
hay was well cured, dry, baled and care
fully inspected by the watchman only 
a short time before the alarm was 
sounded. He saw fire on the roof of the 
storehouse and at once concluded that 
sparks from a passing river steamer had 
ignited the wood. The flame was small,

As yet there is but one life reported
lost due to the fire. A Chinese merch- 9®J®*!*** JK ™ „ant was found dead grasping in his coming and the dry shingles were eag 
nerveless clutch two bags of gold. He fr y ,UP' unchecked fire quick-
had died of fright. , Iy passing beyond control.

There are numerous incidents of re- *!**:&££markable bravery but serious casualties 11
are remarkably few. A large number of *OTsteamers Bon Ac- 
citizens are badly in need of help. Not c?Fd’ GadJ? and docked along-
one-sixteenth of the furniture in the
houses was saved and there are no pro* ^rI^et^ ^own with the current, flaming 
visions in town, but Vancouver and Vic- dest™ctlon by F»ean8°f
toria have been making herculean efforts wharves, the canneries and all the 
to get food and beddin| over here. biddings along the city front were soon,
™°rno^sKZ to° evervhve- ^sWSS 
hide by rail o/rokd being engaged for gd^S eccentric^cuJenls
cou^8wastkept upilirdav a^Tatdta of âif that S^ded the filmas" now Sis 
theUVaftem^on?n ttPeaclnt^ofnColSmb a and uow that, completely baffling
RTroot in tVia nxiriot ^ •__the firemen while all the while the firesmashed fnmihi^ W1J^S’ was by the geographical formation of the

’ town eatin£ its way through the busi- Srbl7»nÆh wirLT? s“ri£ ness into the residential action. 
of s™»thv fo^ to0 ful1 At 11:45 p.m. Vancouver’s fire brigade

^“mTTTXTT t Tv/^^r.Tnrr.were telephoned for and came to the rés- 
THRILLING INCIDENTS. cue. When they arrived they found that 

Incidents of the fire are innumerable facilities at command made checking and 
but there is difficulty in separating truth protecting the higher levels the only 
from fiction. Among the most thrilling rational campaign. By 3 a.m., it was 
acts of bravery recorded is that of Fire- plain the business section was doomed, 
men Campbell, who fell from a roof, and when the morning light came there 
sustaining internal injuries that may was not a building standing on the water 
prove fatal. As he was being carried front, Columbia or any of the intersect- 
away he broke from his captors and iug streets from the Telegraph hotel to 
shouted “my duty is there,” plunged the C. P. R. station and up the hillside 

^ .again to the hopeless struggle with the from the river front to Royal avenue, 
names. In ten minutes he fell uncon- Upwards of 300 buildings, in great part 
«emus on the street. large business blocks of brick stone and

Two women were heard screaming for iron, had been totally consumed and not 
help arrd their husbands wildly gesticu- a public .office, a wharf, a warehouse or 
la ting for assistance, from burning build- a prominent business house remained, 
mgs adjoining each other. Que had had I Two small saloons had escaped the gen-

areas and fell back dead, 
is said to be Messenger.

Another woman gave birth to a child 
as she was being taben from a building 
on a stretcher.

Two children put in a building for 
safety far from the fire, were forgotten 
until the fire was upon them. When 
rescued they were shockingly burned 
about the hands and feet 

Fireman Brown heard a child cry in a 
burning building. He crawled through 
the smoke until a sheet of flame shot 
out and destroyed the sight of one eye.
In spite of this he crawled on and lo
cated the child, returning with it 

Mrs. McGargle asked some one to 
i f Vs. ber three children inside her burn

ing home. No one would try. Then she 
rushed in herself, end saved them all but 
came out with her dress eneveloped in 
flames. Her life was barely saved.

The Western Union gang engaged in 
1 Putting m wires say they could have 

saved the town with 50 buckets and their 
gang, but there was no water available 
though the mighty river was flowing 
past the city.

t he Telegraph and East End. No hotels 
remain. The Catholic church is the only 
church not destroyed.

The bank vaults stood the test of fire.
INSURANCE COMPANY LOSSES.
The Sun Lile Insurance Company are 

the heaviest losers. They had mortgages 
on handsome Columbia street blocks to 
the extent of over $500,000. Insurance 
was held also by the Commercial Union, 
London Assurance and Norwich Union 
three of the heaviest losers by the fire. 
Their agents estimate their loss to be 
over a million dollars.

Other insurance companies affected are 
the London & Lancashire, North Brit
ish and Mercantile; Liverpool, London 
& Globe, Union, British American, Hart
ford, Aetna, Atlas, Guardian, Alliance 
of Manchester, Phoenix, Lancashire, 
North America, National of Ireland and 
Scottish Union and Northern.

The City hall was insured for about 
$2,000 but the government buildings were 
Dot insured.

Campbell,
$35,000 and 
Very few of the small merchants were 
insured at all.
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Victoria Acts Promptly on Receipt of News of 

the Royal City’s Calamity.
Eire Devastates a Tract Half a Mile Square 

Including Entire Business Portion.

hall, 28 Broad street (Williams block), 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p. in. and 8 to 10 p-m.

lodge, Vancouver, who will see-to their 
speedy distribution.

Manager Barr, of the company at the 
A.O.U.W. hall has offered to contribute 
to the relief of the sufferers twenty-five 
per cent, of the receipts of the ..perform
ances on Monday, Tuesday, Friday and 
Saturday, the evenings the company 
play this week.

The company who have so accept
ably presented the “Geisha” announce a 
performance for Thursday the 15th, the 
entire proceeds of which will be given to 
the relief fund. Mr. Boscow-tz has 
generously given the Victoria theatre 
free of charge for this purpose.

The Fifth Regiment band, 
of volunteers are 
cert to be given 
Tuesday evening, the whole proceeds i.f 
which will go to the relief fund.

St. Saviour’s Church announces that 
the proceeds of the harvest festival on 
Thursday of next week will be devoted 
to the relief fund.

Tents and Blankets for Use 
of Homeless at Once 

Despatched.

holidays and Foreman Watts was in his 
place. The Mayor telephoned to Van
couver the nature of the fire, and in 
one hour and a quarter the entire 
brigade of Vancouver was on the scene 
and the brigades pumped water from the 
river, abandoning the reservoir. The 
Vancouver boys did noble work, actually 
checking .the fire westward at the 
Queen's Hotel block, and again several 
blocks (jack from there in the residential 
portion. In the meantime the lire had 
burnt itself out in an easterly direc
tion, performing strange freaks such as 
leaving a Chinaman’s shack and saloon 
standing where every other building in 
the square was consumed.

At six o’clock the Vancouver force had 
succeeded in checking the flames, the 
citizens having prevented their spread 
along the water front by tearing down six 
or eight Chinese buildings.

A partial list of the buildings destroyed 
is as follows:

FRONT STREET SOUTH.
Market wharf, partly insured.
Brackman & Ker’s wharf and con

tents, $10,000.
New Vancouver Coal Company’s 

wharf and contents.
C. P. N. Co.’s wharf and contenta
Sinclair Canning Co., including sea

son’s pack.
Western Fishing Co. cannery.
No. 3 fire hall.
Gilley Bros.’ wharf and warehouse.
C. P. R. station (freight saved by effort 

of J. Johnson and men—shed was pack
ed with freight.)

FRONT STREET NORTH SIDEf.-
A1I Chinese Houses, some 10 or 12, up 

to Telegraph hotel.
Caledonia hotel.
Five buildings owned by Quong On 

Woo & Co.
Webster Bros.’ block.
Brackman & Ker’s wharf and block, 

containing fall stock.
Front Street Butcher Shop. 
Douglas-Elliott block.
Society Propagation Gospel block. 
Dupont block.
Holbrook hoteL__
Chas. McDonougfTblock.

Kany Residential Blocks Also 
Destined and Thous

ands Homeless.
fire

Special Train and Steamer Pro
vided by B. &. N. Railway Co.
. to Hasten Snppli. s,

Starting in Tinder on the Wharf 
the Flamts Were Quickly 

Beyond Control. on to- 
arden,the tailor, had a stock of 

was insured for $15,000.
Provincial Government and Domin

ion Military Authoriti s 
Both Take Action.

lacking Water and Appliances the 
Citieens Could but Look Help

lessly On.
'ONE LIFE LOST.

and a host 
joining in a grand çon- 

at the Drill hull on
VANCOUVER RELIEF PARTY

The Fire Brigade Had to Go by the 
Road, Tram Service Being Dis

organized.
From Sunday’s News-Advertiser.

A representative of the News-Adver
tiser immediately the first message came, 
made all haste to the fire department 
headquarters, intending to go the short
est and quickest way with the relief ex
pedition called for from the burning city. 
This included all the available members 
of the brigade and all the hose that could 
be spared without jeopardizing Vancouv
er in the chance case of an outbreak of 
fire. The intention was to take all the 
hands and material down by the car line, 
but when an attempt was made to start 
the cars on the Westminster line, the 
blowing out of the fuse demonstrated the 
fact that the circuit was already broken 
by the fire and travel by that route was 
impossible. The slower but sure method 
of driving was accordingly resorted to, 
the chief of police driving down with 
hose cart and men. Among others who 
also immediately drove over were Mr. J. 
Buntzen, manager of the Electric Rail
way; Mr. H. W. Kent, manager of the 
Telephones; Mr. S. Oppenheimer, several 
members of the police force, and a large 
number of citizens.

At the moment of going to press, the 
news reached the office from our repre
sentative that the City of New Westmin
ster was no mere. From the Cathedral

crumbling walls. Only in the direction 
of the penitentiary and schools, which 
buildings are the only important Ones 
saved were there residential properties 
standing. The fire was still raging and 
nothing conld be done to check it. The 
water supply had given out.

In view of the number of homeless and 
destitute, caused by the fire, the. News- 
Advertiser has been asked to appeal to 
the provision merchants of Vancouver, 
grocers, bakers, etc., to send relief im
mediately to the scene, as there are no 
supplies and It will otherwise take some 
time to get them in. As early and as 
plentiful as possible.
FIRST DAYS OF WESTMINSTER.
_____ _______ ... '■ lv*-The City of Westminster dates from 
the year 1859, when it was decided to 
change the capital of British Columbia, 
(the Mainland and Vancouver Island 
then being separate colomes)from Derby 
or New Langley, the place first designat
ed. The site of New Westminster was 
chosen by Colonel Moody as Derby had 
been found unsuitable and the change 
waft made as the result of a conference 
between Colonel Moody and Governor 
Douglas. The proclamation making 
Westminster the capital of British Col
umbia was issued in 1859 and for a short 
■time also it was capital of fhe united col
onies of British Columbia and Vancouver 
Island which were joined in 1866. In 
1868, however, the legislature decided to 
remove the seat of government to Vic
toria. The site of Westminster when it 
was (chosen was covered with trees and 
in 1859 had but two grocery stores and a 
few houses as the nucleus of the future 
town. Since then the town has grown 
up into a substantial city by reason of its 
positiod as the centre of the salmon can
ning industry on the Fraser, its conven
ient position as a market for the rich 
farming lands of the Fraser Valley and 
its importance in the lumbering industry. 
Its population is about 7,600. The fire 
las come at a particularly unfortunate 
time as flic city had been making very 
extensive preparations for the provincial 
exhibition, the largest of the kind ever 
promoted In the province. The business 
portion of the town was particularly well 
bust, several business blocks being 
among the finest in the province.

Citieens’ Fm d for the R lief of the 
Sufferers Already Will 

Under Way.
Vancouver Fire Brigade Responds 

to Appeal and Proves Of In
valuable Service.

The news of the fire that caused such 
devastation and wide-spread suffering 
in Westminster was received with con
sternation in Victoria and the telegraph 
office was besieged with people anxious 
to learn the latest particulars. The 
greatest commiseration was frit by all 
classes of people with, the citizens of the 
Royal City who have sustained such an 
appalling loss of property, and everybody 
was anxious to see help extended from 
Victoria as promptly as possible.
\ A few minutes before eleven o’clock, 
while Premier Semlin and Hon. Mr. Cot
ton were in the C.P.R. telegraph office, 
the following despatch from Mayor 
Ovens of Westminster was handed to 
the Premier :

Special to the Colonist)
New Westminster, Sept 11.—The most 

disastrous fire in provincial annals -oc
curred last night and in seven hours 
wiped out the entire business portion of 
the city and several residential blocks. 
The fire started at 11:30 o’clock last 
night at the Brackman & Ker wharf, 
where hundreds of tons of hay were 
stored. Fanned by a brisk north-easter
ly breeze the flames spread rapidly. The 
City market -adjoining to windward, was 
soon consumed with the creamery and 
fruit exchange and several tons of fruit. 
The flames jumped to Front street but 
might have been controlled had the 
steamers Edgar, Bon Accord and Gladys, 
which were all ablaze not broken from 
their moorings and communicated the 
fire to the other wharves induing the 

Xi. P. N. Oo.’s.
( This placed the fire beyond the control
................ .brigades and leaping.to Front

•be also it enveloped the large 
dock and fggrnd in. <tU direc-

ASSISTANCE NEEDED.
• New Westminster will need much as
sistance in her hour of trial. The quick
er help is forwarded the better.

Do not want for relief plans to be per
fected, but give as soon as you can.

Until a regular list has been opened the 
Colonist will receive subscriptions from 
those desiring to contribute immediate’y.

“He gives twice who gives quickly.” 
and the Colonist now makes a start: 

Colonist P. & P. Co....................... $100

ARRIVALS FROM THE SCENE.
Passengers from the Mainland Give 

Further Details of the Havoc 
Wrought.

Mr. W. H. Price, manager of the Okett 
& Morris Preserving Company, had a 
decidedly unpleasant surprise when he 
landed at Vancouver this morning and 
learned of. the big fi 
He had gdne over on

“ All hotels and places of business and 
many residences have been wiped out 
by fire and several thousands of people 
are homeless. Please come here without 
delay.ISH|WE"»n

Eickÿoff hotel. -1
“THOMAS OVENS.”

Mr. Simon Leiser happened to be pre
sent, and at once the Premier turned to 
him and asked, him to ship blankets and 
tents -to the sufferers.

Mr. James Dunsmuir had already, on 
behalf of the E. & N. railway offered 
to send a special train to Nanaimo, and 
had wired the company’s steamer Joan 
to be ready at Nanaimo to connect with 
it so that relief supplies could be sent at 
once at the company’s expense. Mr. 
Leiser with characteristic energy set ab
out the jvork of shipping tents and 
blankets, and although it was Sunday 
and it was not so easy to get help as on 
other days of the week, he had by noon, 
an hour after he received the order, load
ed aboard the special train 664 pairs of 
blankets and 83 tents.

Lieut-Col. Petera, D.O.C., had also 
had appeals for tents to shelter the 
homeless people and by his orders 800 
blankets and 100 tents were shipped 
aboard from the militia supplies.

By 2 o’clock the train was ready to 
start and Mr. Dunsmuir offered to take 
free of charge any one who wished to go. 
Eton. Mr. Cotton was one of the passeng
ers, and he will do what he can on be
half of the government to relieve the un
fortunate people of Westminster.

Mayor Redtern, Chief Dèasÿ, of the 
fire department, and Alderman Wilson, 
chairman of the fire committee, were also 
among the passengers, and on behalf of 
the citizens of Victoria will render every 
assistance to the sister city on the Fras
er. Mr. Dunsmuir wired orders to the 
captain of the Joan to proceed to West
minster if possible but in case there hap
pened to be fog on the river, to land at 
Vancouver instead. A wire was sent to 
Vancouver requesting that a special 

train might be in readiness there in case 
the Joan landed there, so that there could 
be no delay in getting the supplies into 
Westminster by evening. The E. & N. 
train started off at a high rate of speed 
intending to cover the distance between 
Victoria and Nanaimo in two hours, and 
orders were sent ahead for teams to 
meet the train to trainship the supplies 
to the Joan at once.

During. the forenoon telegrams for as
sistance were received by the government 
from Mr. Aulay Morrison, M.P., Mr. 
Richard McBride, M.P.P., Mr. D. Rob
son, the government agent, and Dr. Bod 
ington, superintendent of the hospital for 
the insane. Dr. Bodington stated that 
the contractors who supplied the asylum 
were burned ont and that there was 
only enough food on hand for another 
day. It is expected, however, that suffi
cient can be secured from Vancouver in 
the meantime.

HELP FOR THE SUFFERERS.
That Victorians are earnest in their 

proffers of assistance was shown by the 
eagerness of citizens to contribute to a 
relief fund.

At a special meeting of the members 
of the Victoria Universal Brotherhood 
lodge which was held on receipt of the 
news of the calamity it was decided 
to immediately organize as a committee 
for the relief of the sufferers. This com
mittee at once commenced practical work 
by opening a subscription list by means 
of which a considerable sum has been al
ready realized. A collection is being 
taken up at the public meeting of the 
lodge this evening and the officers of the 
Brotherhood, Messrs. H. W. Graves, 
president; W. H. Berridge, secretary, 
and G. F. Jeanneret, treasurer, ask co
operation in the cause of suffering hu
manity. Contributions of money, food 
and clothing will be received at their

they w. ia - ■
vray1 a

the
ifit --V

over

lie church-a 
a pall of smoke.

The area devastated includes 42 city 
blocks, and -an approximate value of 
$4,000,000 on buildings alone, according 
to the estimate of Mr. H. T. Ceperiey, 
who represents the largest number of 
insurance companies here. This does 
not cover stocks or contents, fixtures or 
household furnishings, which will prob
ably add one and a half or two militions 
more to the score.

On Front street the prominent build
ings that have gone are the Sinclair and 
Western canneries, No. 3 fire hail, the 
Caledonia hotel, all wharves and ware
houses, the C. P. R. station and about 
fifty dwelllings largely of the smaller 
class. On Columbia street are missing 
the Vulcan Iron Works, the Banks of 
Montreal and British Columbia, No. 1 
fire hall, the post office, the customs 
house, •the Y. M. O. A., the depot, Cen
tral, Eickhoff, Occidental, Colonial, 
Globe and Guichon hotels, the Masonic 
and I. O. O. F. temples and six city 
blocks of business premises, inclusive of 
the homes of the 
Sea.

Between Clarkson and Agnes streets 
fifty-five Chinese dwellings, sheltering a 
population of 500, are gone, these with 
three livery stables, forming a major 
portion of the loss in the district known 
as '“the Swamp."

Working up into the residential sec-- 
tlon are missing some 25 dwelling places 
owned by James Cunningham, including 
his own handsome home, sixty other 
reidences, Holy Trinity, the Methodist 
and Olivet Baptist churches, the City 
ball, Drill hall, St. Leonard’s hall, and 
Herring’s opera house.

Above Agnes street to the boundary 
of Rayai avenue some forty more resi
dences, with the Orange hall, have beam 
replaced bv heaps of ashes.

Fortunately but two fatalities mark
ed the fearful fire, and these incident 
rather than directly attributable to the 
conflagration.

From the sensational passage down the 
river of the fire spreading steamers until 
the last tent peg had been driven to
night for fhe sheltering of the homeless, 
the night, day and the night again saw 
the endless multiplication of dramatic 
scenes and incidents, with confusion of 

the part of the fire fighters, the1 
neglected fine boat, the perishing from 
sheer fright of Quong Lung, the sad 
passing from life of Mrs. Merehison, the 
final exhaustion of the fire, and the 
closing down of night upon the smoking, 
tired, desolate city.

The first call for help was naturally 
sent to Vancouver as a nearest neigh
bor, the fire department under Chief Car
lisle being early on theg round. At 3 
o’clock Mayor Garden called upon thirty 
citizens and soon tram loads _ and truck 
loads of supplies were streaming toward 
the stricken city. All the aldermen in 
the city went over in person during the 
day and had a joint meeting with Mayor 
Ovens and his council, at which liberal 
aid was pledged with sympathetic readi
ness. Representations of the situation 
were also made to the provincial govern
ment, the city of Victoria and Lieut.- 
Col. Peters, D.O.C., as representative of 
the militia department, and as soon as 
possible some 173 tents with upwards of 
800 pairs of blankets were landed into 
an E.&N. car at Victoria from the militia 
stores and Simon Leiser & Co.’s, and 
with these a special train left the Capi
tal at two o’clock, bringing Mayor Red- 
fern, Finance Minister Cotton, CoL Pet
ers, Aid. Wilson, Fire Chief Deasy and 
twenty others forming a relief brigade 
from Victoria. These were joined at 
Nanaimo, made in 1:65 exactly, by fire-

Townesed building.
COLUMBIA STREET SOUTH. 

Occidental hotel.
Armstrong brick block.
Hambly block.
Cunningham buildings.
Bank of British Columbia.

COLUMBIA STREET NORTH. 
Begbie block.
Westminster Furniture Factory. 
Baker’s bakery.
Y. M. O. A. building.
Fire hall No. 1.
Duncan McAll’s block.
Post office and customs house.
EUard building.
Blackie building.
Colonial hotel.
Globe house.
Mead building.
Guichon hotel.
Bums-Curtis block.
Armstrong-Young block.
Trapp building.
Masonic temple.
Odd Fellows’ building.
Lewis building.
Jas. Cunningham’s four buildings. 
Central hotel.
Dupont hotel.
Fales’ furniture store.
Merchants’ Exchange block.

AREA BETWEEN CLARKSON AND 
AGNES STREETS.

Fifty-five Chinese buildings.
Three livery stables.
Chinese Mission. "
Miss Robson’s Mission building.
Six dwellings of James Cunningham ». 
Three of Blackie’s.
Two of F. D. Turner’s.
Six of J. O’Halloran’s.
J. Turnbull’s house. _ , ,
Alex. Ewen’s residence, valued 

tS5,000.
Harry Elliott’s homestead.
Estate of ten dwellings.
City Hall.
Court House.Ex-Mayor Shiles’ residence.
Four dwellings of J. F. Beale.
Five dwellings of True Estate. 
Methodist church and parsonage.
Four dwellings belonging to Lieiff- 

Govemor Mclnnes.
Old Drill hall.
Oldest buildings in tire province. 
Merchie’s residence.
Bonson’s residence.
St. Leonard’s hall.
Wood’s hotel.
Holy Trinity

$25,000. ____ _ ,
Ten houses. Herring estate.
Herring’s opera house. .
Seven houses of Jas. Cunningham a. 
Olivet Baptist church.

BETWEEN AGNES STREET AND 
ROYAL AVENUE.

Clinton block, $7,000.
Armstrong’s dwelling.
Two houses, C. G. Major.
Two houses Armstrong.
Johnston Estate buildings.
Two houses, J. Cunningham, 4CW». 
Two houses, J. Cunningham, $6,000. 
Orange hall.
James*C\mnlngbain's residencylast W

burn, after a desperate and 
struggle to save it, valued Ten dwelling houses, J. Cunningham. 

Three houses, Cunningham.
Two Robson estate.
Five Bums estate.
Two Hunter estate.
W. Gilley’s residence.

ESCAPED THE FLAMES.
There are two saloons left in the town,

itsM|9f
entire south side of Columbia street was 
in flames. The Powell bletik, containing 
the Daily Columbian office, at last caught 
and the Hyack fire hall, a frame build
ing, was soon in a blaze. This ensured 
the destruction of the north side of Co
lombia street from the Begbie block and 
residences to leeward for many blocks. 
Being Saturday night the steamers in 
port had allowed steam to run down, 
and it was fully half an hour before the 
fire pumps on tile ferry could work, but 
good service was then rendered.

Two Vancouver engines (arrived soon 
after midnight, giving valuable assist
ance ; to the local _ brigade.

The burned dis'trict extends from Co
lumbia and Second streets to Tenth 
street and back to Royal avenue, less 
than thirty buildings in this area, the 
heart of the city, having escaped.

Several narrow escapes are reported. 
Fireman Campbell was seriously hurt by 
a falling verandah. A wealthy Chinese 
contractor dropped dead near his burn
ing store. Three ladies were accouched 
on the street during the fire.

All estimates of loss are mere guesses. 
They may be a couple of millions.

The chief buildings burned are: City 
Hall, Public Library, both fire halls, 
(market, Bank of Montreal, Bank of B. 
C., Court House, Post Office, Public 
Works offices. Holy Trinity, Central 
Methodist, Reformed Episcopal and Oli
vet Baptist churches. Twenty large 
business blocks, including hotels, besides 
the palatial residence of Messrs. Ewan 
and Cunningham, several factories, hun
dreds of business premises and private 
residences.

Most of the merchants saved their 
books but the loss is heayy on ail.

Relief measures are being taken. There 
are only two stores and two saloons left.

8 e up
estmi PF in

hundreds of people r . _____
from Westminster for breakfast as the 
food supplies in Westminster had all 
been burned. All the' groceries, the dry 
goods houses, hotels and business houses 
were gone except the Cleveland saloon. 
When he reached Westminster he seem
ed to be in a strange city although he 
had known Westminster well. The fire 
had obliterated the buildings and it was 
impossible to tell in the confusion of 
rains where any particular structure 
had stood. The sidewalks were smould
ering, the box drains on fire and the 
water had given out. Furniture and 
other household belongings lined the 
streets and people exhausted by the ex
citement of the night, lay sleeping in, 
chairs or on bundles of their few ef
fects they had managed to carry to. 
vacant lots. Along Columbia street the 
old Queen’s hotel seemed to be the only 
block of the business part untouched and 
it had not been occupied for some time 
past. One man told Mr. Price that he 
had gone from his own home to help a. 
friend move his goods to a place of 
safety. While working at this attempt 
at rescue he received word that his own 
home had gone. The" door to the City 
hall vault had something the matter 
with it and could not be properly closed. 
Consequently it was feared, that all the 
records and papers stored there .were 
destroyed. The prisoners at the gaol 
were turned out during the fire and under 
the supervision of the guards threw 
water on the building to save it. Their 
efforts were successful and the gaol es
caped. The people seemed to have all 
the life gone out of them and were 
listlessly moving about or sitting down 
as if they did not know just what to 
do. The only sign of business life was 
a butcher who was putting up a shack 
oix the City hall square preparatory to 
starting his business going again. 
Though the ’day was Sunday Mr. Price 

found down at the factory shipping 
goods late at night. It was a practical 

of showing sympathy for the West
minster people for it was to assist the 
hungry and homeless.

R. N. Stanley, the horseman, was in 
town to-night from Westminster, where 
he happened to be one of the eyewit
nesses to the commencement of the fire. 
He and some others had gone to the fer
ry to arrange about getting some horses 
across the river in the morning. All of 
a sudden he noticed the hay in the 
Brackman & Ker yard catch fire and a 
few minutes afterwards the steamer Bd- 
çar and then the other steamers caught 
as described in the telegraphed story, rin 
a few moments the fire had assumed 
great proportions and though Mr. Stan
ley had been a witness of the great 
Brooklyn conflagration he says he never 
saw flames jump as they did at West
minster. They seemed to leap for blocks 
and so great was the force of the flames 
that bundles of burning hay, bricks and 
other things were buried to a great 
distance as one place after another went. 
In an hour and a half the tire had done- 
most ef its work and a terrible sight 
remained.

Mr. E. Stinchcom.be, one of the attend^ 
ants at the Hospital for the Insane, ar
rived down from Westminster to-night 
to see Hon. Mr. Hume regarding sup
plies. He returned by the boat a few 
hours later and Hon. Mr. Hume said 
that there will be no difficulty on account 
of supplies running short at the asylum 
as arrangements have been made to get 
them from Vancouver.

Vancouver Be 
who had come

name
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Columbian and the

THE DISASTER REVIEWED.
With Ordinary Water Pressure the Eire 

Could Have Been Controlled 
Easily.

The Colonist représentative who ac
companied the special expedition by the 
E. & N. railway and Joan, wires as Hol
lows:

Vancouver, Sept. 11.—Where twealy- 
four hours ago the Royal City of New 
Westminster rose in successive terraoes 
of brick and stone from the banks of 
the noble Fraser, the best built place of 
its size on all the coast, there is to-night 
a blackened smoking hillside, twenty 
acres in extent, the wrecks of the more 
massive structures rising like charred 
tree-trunks that have survived a fresh 
conflagration only to make the desola
tion complete.

These blackened rains mark in irregu
lar outline where hawe been streets, and 
along these smoking highways bordered 
with fitfully flickering debris, moves up 
and down an irresolute procession some 
fifteen hundred or so strong. These are 
the homeless ones, many of whom to
night will sleep with but a blanket be
tween them and the dew, while for oth
ers the tents of the militia are being 
pitched as quickly as willing hands can 
do the work.

The fire itself is at an end, satiated 
rather than subdued, while four million 
of dollars will not more than cover the 
Josses it has entailed.

As in the case of the memorable Van
couver fire of 1886 and Seattle’s more 
recent visitation, it was reserved for a 
Sunday to witness this most destructive 
fire the Coast has seen in more than a 
decade, while once again the fatal folly 
of net being prepared is illustrated. Not 
that the fire could have been prevented 
in occurrence. But being discovered 
very soon after its chance origination, 
the best gravitation waterworks system 
on the Coast should certainly have been 
sufficient to cope with It Chief Acker
man, however, was away, and where 120 
pounds pressure is usually had from 
hydrant, no force at all was registered. 
The reservoir had been allowed to be
come so low that mien stood on dry goods 
boxes to .reach the flames, and only a 
puny strèam trickled from the nozzles 
to mock their efforts against the destroy
ing élément. >> - -

Thé magnitude of the impending dao-

(From Our Own Correspondent.)
Vancouver, Sept. 11.—New Westmins

ter is a heap of smouldering ruins and 
ter citizens are wandering aimlessly 
about the streets dejected and hope 
Fire fanned by a fierce wind swept from 
the water front to Royal avenue blotting 
every thing ont for seven streets, then 
.Spreading east and west wiped out Col
umbia street with its scores of handsome 
business blocks. The extent of the fire 
is half a mile square. The estimated 
loss upon buildings and stock is $2,500,- 
G60, and the insurance half of that.

Fire started at 11:15 p.m. at Brackman 
& Ker’s wharf among straw piled in a 
shed that had been there for the past 
year. One story is that sparks from a 
passing steamer set the straw on fire. 
The story most generally credited is that 
the fire started in the straw from spon
taneous combustion as the shed was 
closely shut at the time.

Spreading from there the fire took in 
all the buildings on Columbia and Front 
streets from the Telegraph hotel to the 
C. P. It. station, six blocks, and from 
the water front to Royal avenue back 
into the residential portion, seven blocks.

When the fire starter the steamers 
Gladys, Edgar and Bon Accord were tied 
close by. They were soon on fire and 
breaking from their moorings floated 
down stream aiding the wind in the 
work of destruction by setting fire to all 
sheds on the water front en route. The 
Gladys and Edgar soon foundered and 
the Bon Accord was scuttled to prevent 
her setting fire to the Royal City lum
ber mills and lumber—both miraculously 
saved.

At midnight the citizens saw that the 
city was in imminent danger, as there 
was only a puny stream of water avail
able, Chief Ackerman is away on his
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