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NEWS 0F 1 CAPTAL,

Thanksgiving Day May Yet Be Re-
Located on Account of
Many Protests.

Ontario Salutes an Even Richer
Provinee—Still Seeking a
Mail Service.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

Orrawa, Oct. 21.—The order-in-coun-
¢il fixing Thanksgiving day for Novem-
ber 25 is not yet passed, the government
being urged on all hands to make it two
weeks earlier, and not to act upon the
assumption that Canada is under an ob-
ligation to follow the lead of the United
States in this matter.

Dr. Borden and Mr. Tarte will repre-
sent the government at the formal open-
ing of the Drummond County railway

t0-mOrrow. :

It is said that Judge Routhier, whose
place on the bench Mr. F. Langelier will
oceupy, is to be appointed lieutenant-
governor of the Nerthwest.

The Globe under the caption ‘‘The
Westward Movement’’ has an editorial
very complimentary to British Colum-
bia, taking for the text Sir C. H. Tupper
and Mr. Peters’ removal to that prov-
ince. It says that the day is not fardis-
tant when British Columbia will out-
number Ontario in population.

In view of complications which have
arisen in connection with the Atlantic
mail service, it is announced that the
government is disposed to receive fur-
ther propositions for performing this
service for the coming year.

i

MANITOBA AND NORTHWEST.

Grain Exchange Defeats an Anti-Combine
Motion—An Outcome of the Mining
Convention.

Woxnipeg, Oct. 21.—(Special)—The
grain exchange yesterday discussed a
resolution introduced by J. K. McLen-
nan, that in order to prevent grain com-

bines the Canadian Pacific Railway Com- |

pany abrogate their present regulations
which prohibit farmers and others from
loading direct on cars at elevator points,
was voted down by 30 to 9.

The news of the death at Halifax of D.
A. Stewart, civil engineer, of the West-
ern division of the C.P.R.. was received
here to-day with great regret. Deceased
has been prominent in railway construc-
tion in the West since 1877, and took up
his permanent residence here in 1890,

The Golden Coin mining property,
near Rat Portage, has been sold for a
good figure to Mr. Rickard, of London,
England. Mr. Rickard attended the
mining convention last summer,

The Archbishop of St. Boniface i re-
covering fast, and is now in condition to
walk around.

DENOUNCES SKAGWAY TRAIL.

An American Mountain Climber Who Is
Very Positive in His Denunciation.

Nanamwo, Oct. 21.— (Special) —The
steamer Willamette, Capt. Hunter, ar-
rived at Departure Bay this morning
from the North, but owing to her calling

at several ports on the way down her

passengers were transferred to the City
of Topeka. No news of any importance
was %rought down by the steamer,
The only passengers aboard were Mr. 8.
Mr. Entrikim,
who hails from Westchester, Pa., was &
member of the famous Bryant mountain
climbing party which was overtaken on
Mount St. Elias by Prince Luigi and his
party last September. He is loud inhis
denunciation of the Skagway trail, and
says the man who would recommend
this trail to a fellow-being should be
placed in an insane asylum.

KNAPP’S ROLLER BOAT.

Its Constructor Hazards a Revolution and
a Half and Tenders Delivery.

ToroxnTo, Oct. 21,—(Special)—Knapp’s
roller boat was given a trial on the bay
this" afternoon with fairly satisfactory
results. The boat made one and a half
revolutions successfully as she lay at her
moorings in the dock, and Mr. Polson,
the contractor, on the strength of this,
asked that the boat be accepted by in-
ventor Knapp and his backer, Mr. Good-
win of Ottawa; but Knapp objected, un-
less the boat were proved able to go out
into the bay. Mr. Polson objected to
sending the boat into the bay unless in-
sured or accepted, and this point will
have to be settled before the boat does
any more rolling. A great crowd of
people were watching the curious craft.

ST. LAWRENCE NAVIGATION.

The Water So Low That Steamers May
Have to Discharge Cargo at
Quebec.

Quesec, Oct. 21.—(Special)—The
-steamer Lake Superior, of the Beaver
line, due here yesterday from Montreal
for Liverpool, ran aground off Champlain
in mid-channel. The ship’s position is
not dangerous. .

The water at Three Rivers, in the St.
Lawrence, has fallen 15 inches within 24
hours, and from the wharves there reefs
are visible which have not been seen for
seventeen years. It is said that large
steamers will hereafter discharge and

load cargoes here owing to the condition
of the channel to Montreal.

_——
IRISH LEADERS SAFE.

;Mr. Devlin of Ottawa Has No Idea of Dis-
placing Them.

KinasToN, Oct.

21.—(Special)—The

-Canadian Freeman, a Catholic journal

published here, has been authorized to

make the following contradiction: *C.
R. Devlin, ex-M.P., at present in Dab-
lin, has never contemplated contesting
an irish conatituency. It is absurd.
The idea never entered his head, nor has
he ever interfered with Redmond or
Healy. He has kept bimself entirely
free from Irish politicse. The story that
Mr. Devlin would retarn to Caneda uuu
.c:ntest North Renfrew for tue Untario
Jegislature is aleo another absurd
-rumor.”’

SALISBURY ON SILVER.

He Asks for More Information but Indicates
That Action Is Not Probable.

Loxpon, Oct. 21.—The Urited BStates
bi-metallic commissioners recognize that
their mission has been unsuccessful,
though they will not admit it, as the
answer of Great Britain says that coun-
try will be glad to receive other proposi-
tions, and the commissioners have de-
cided as & matter of form to returan to
France and consult the French govern-
ment as to whether fresh proposals are
desirable. But it is not expected that
anything will result from their visit to
Paris. The Marquisof Salisbury in his
note to the United States ambassador
and the French ambassador, Baron de
Courcel, says that by far the most im-
portant proposal submitted is that con-
cerning the re-opening of the India
mints, adding:

*‘The government of India point out
that they can hardly be expected to give
up the policy which for four years they
have been endeavoring to make effective,
in the absence of substantial security
that the system to be substituted for it
is practically certain to be stable. If
owing to the relative smallness of the
area over which the bi-metallic system
was to be established, tothe great diverg-
ence between the proposed ratio and the
present gold price of silver, or to any
other cause, the legal ratio of silver were
not maintained, the position of silver
might be much worse than before and
the financial embarrassments of the gov-
ernment of India greater than any with
which they have yet had to contend.”
The report concludes: * Her Majesty’’
government is therefore desirous to
ascertain how far the views of the French
and American governments have been
modified by the decision arrived at and
whethere they desire to proceed further
with the negotiations at the present
moment. It is possible that the time
which has lapsed since the proposals
were put forward in July last may enable
the representatives of the two govern-
ments concerned to form a more accurate
estimate than then practicable of the
amount of assistance they may expect
from other powers and of the success
their scheme is likely to attain. The
government might then be placed
in a position to consider the subject with
fuller knowledge than they now possess
of many of the circumstances materially
affecting the proposals before them.”

A CUNNING MURDERER.

The Insane French Shepherd Has Been
Successfully Operating for Two
Years,

Pagis, Oct. 21.—Ten mysterious mur-
ders and four attempts at murder that
have occurred within the past two years
in various parts of France, are now
ascribed to the shepherd Vacher, who
was arrested a few days ago at Belley,
department of Aix. Vacher, who fap-
cies himself a hero, describes facts in
connection with the crimes with evident
relish. At the time of his arrest he
confessed that he had killed three
young girls, two women and three shep-
herd boys. The murders were of a char-
acter similar to those committed by
¢« Jack-the-Ripper ”’ in the Whitechapel
district of London some years - ago.
Vacher is doubtless insane.

GERMANY BRACING UP.

To Increase the Army as Well as the Navy
and Make a Great Demonstration.

LoxnpoN, Oct. 21.,—The German gov-
ernment, according to a special despatch
from Berlin published to-day, in ad-
dition to the sums of money which will
be asked for to increase the strength of
the navy, will shortly ask for a large in-
crease in the army estimates. While at
Wiesbaden, the despatch adds, Emperor
William struck the names of many
officers off the active list of the army in
pursuance of his policy . of placing
younger men in the most important
posts. It has already been decided that
the German army manceuvres of 1898
will be held in Alsace-Lorraine, and that
they will be on an unprecedentedly
large scale.

B ——

THE SAUSAGE MAN’S CASE.

One Juror Not Yet Convinced That He
Boiled Down His Wife.

CHicAco, Oct. 20.—It is the firm de-
termination of Judge Tuthill to keep the
Luetgert jury until Saturday night, or
late Saturday afternoon, before he per-
mits them to go with a disagreement.
At one time to-day the jury sent for

Judge Tuthill” to know, among other
things, if eleven men could compel one
man to vote with them, or if a verdict
would be valid if but eleven men signed
it. This incident gives to the State the
idea that there is but one man standing
between Luetgert and a death sentence.
Judge Tuthill refased to answer the
question.

Luetgert was astir early again this
morning, and, as usual, ate a hearty
breakfast. The suspense concerning his
fate does not affect the appetite of the
big sausage maker.

SWEPT BY TIDAL WAVE.

Villages Engulfed and Several Thousand
Natives of the Philippines Perish,

MapriD, Oct. 21.—Advices from Man-
ila say a cyclone occurred on October 12
wiping out Carigara and Burugo, on the
eastern coast of Leyte, an immense
wave having swept inland, engulfing the
villages., Several thousand natives
perished at Tagloban. The cyclone also
swept the island of Samar. The full ex-
tent of the catastrophe is not yet known.
The town of Leyte sustained but little
damage, contrary to the first report re-
ceived.

Ontario Gold Mines.
Hawmivron, Oct. 21.—Three chunks of
gold, valued at $36,000, arrived in the
city to-day from the Sawbill mine, near
Port Arthur.

Grants to Presbyteries.

ToroNTO, Oct. 21.—The augmentation
committee of the Presbyterian general
assembly met to-day, and ordered the
following amounts paid for
rendered during the past six months in
geveral Presbyteries, including for Kam-
loops $216, Westminster $100, and Vie-
toria $187.560.

services ,

THE ENGINEERS STRIKR

British Board of Trade Formally
Intervenes and Suggests a
Conference.

German Assistancé to the Strikers
and an Appeal to the
United States.

Lonxpon, Oct. 21.—A new and most
important element has been introduced
into the great engineering dispute by
the official intervention of the board of
trade. The Right Hon. C. T. Ritchie,
president of the board, proposes in an
identical letter addresged to the masters
and the men a conference based upon
the following suggested arrangement of
their business:

1. The trades union on their part,
while maintaining the right of combina-
tion, will disavow any intention of in-
terfering with the management of the
business of the employers. ’

2. The demand for a forty-eight hour
week made by the men’s joint commit-
tee upon the federated employers of
London, without a previous request for
a conference with the employers, is
withdrawn.

3. A conference between the represen-
tatives of the federated employers and
the engineering unions shall be held
forthwith to discuss and settle the
hours of labor,

4, The constitution of the conference
shall be arranged by its chairman or
other selected representatives of both
parties.

The executive committee of the amal-
gamated society of engineers is about to
send to the leading labor organizations
in the United States a statement giving
details of the strike of the engineers now
in progress and declaring that the sum
of $100,000 is required weekly to pay the
aen on strike and meet other expensee.
This amount, the statement says, can
only be raised by subscription, and the
committee appeals to the liberality of
the American friends of labor to assist
the engineers to defeat the employeis’
attempt to crush their organization.

The society has received 50,000 marks
from German unions, which sympathize
with the British engineers in their efforts
to secure :shorter hours. With the
money was sent & promise that more
would be contributed.

New Yorg, Oct. 20.—There is consid-
erable talk here among the labor leaders
of a movement in sympathy with the
amalgamated association of engineers,
whose members are on strike in Eng-
land. The international machinists’
union of this country represents the
same class of workmen as the amalga-
mated engineers of England, and it was
said 'yesterday that Grand Master
O’Connell, of the machinists’ union,
who is a vice-president of the American
federation of labor, is in communication
with President Gompers with a view to
sending financial aid to the strikers in
England. There were rumors also that
co-operation with the strikersin another
way was contemplated.

The Times this morning in an editorial
on the engineering dispute says: “It
would be a very paying business for
German or American artisans to supply
funds to prolong the struggle which
would drive the engineering business
fyom Great Britain to foreign competi-
tors.”’ )

Grascow, Oct. 21.—Members of the
employers’ federation in this city say
there is no prospect that the mediation
of the board of trade in the engineering
dispute on the lines suggested by the
identical letter of the board will be ac-
cepted.

THE SOAP TARIFF EFFECTIVE.

Because of Its Protection an English Manu-
facturer Is Coming to Canada.

New York, Oct. 20.—Because of the
new tariff laws of the United States and
Canada, Mr, W, H. Lever, the big Eng-
lish soap manufacturer, has come to the
United States to establish a factory, and
he will go to Canada with the eame pro-
ject for that country. Mr. Lever, with
his three daughterg, arrived here to-day
on the White Star line steamer Majestic.
He has a monster $10,000,000 soap fac-
tory at Port Sunlight, in England, where
be employs 3,000 persone. From that
place he has heretofore supplied the
trade of foreign countries. The prohib-
itive tariff against foreign soaps, he says,
forces him to erect factories in these
countries. He has already started new
works on eleven acres of land in Switz-
erland. When he finds a suitable loca-
tion in this country he will also build a
factory, and then will go to Toronto to
establish a branch soap works there. He
expects to go a8 far west as Chicago.

A PESSIMISTIC PARSON.

He Says the W.C. T. U. and the Y. M. C. A.
Have Altogether Become Abominable.

BarrLe Creeg, Mich., Oct. 21.—A
sensational address was delivered by the
Rev. S. Sherin @ Chicago at the closing
session of the Inter-civic Philanthropic
conference to-night. His topic was
L I;(Ijow to Drain the Social Swamp.”” He
said :

‘ Despite adverse criticism no church
is doing so great philanthropic work to-
day as the Catholic, yet masses, solos
and sermons will never accomplish what
is needed.

‘“Intemperance is thriving, despite
the efforts of the ehurch. The Woman’s
Christian Temperance Union was organ-
ized and sent a thrill through the land,
but it bhas gone into political trickery
and will never put down the traffic.
The Young Men’s Christian Association
meant to do good, but is worldly. It
ought to be buried ; it is but a corpse.
As a philanthropic movement it is a
!raug, though as a club it is entertain-
ing. .

Archbishop Machray.

MoxnTrEAL, Oct, 21.—Inaccurate tele-
grams sent out from here stated that
Archbishop Machray, of Rupert’s Land,
was seriously ill in England. A private
cable to-day shows that there was little
foundation for the rumor. The Arch-
bishop has been building himeself up in
the country parte of England, and looks

i forward to returning to Canada in the

spring.

KT POINT OF BAYONET

Gordon Highlanders Lead a Rush
That Dislodges the Tribesmen
on Dargai Ridge.

Brave Work by the Troops in India
Under Circumstances of Great
Difficulty.

A Temporary Check Followed by
Magnificent Advance Under a
Terrible Fusilade.

Forr LockHART, India, Oct. 21.—Yes-
terday afternoon the British forces
stormed and eventually carried Dargai
ridge, Samana range, where the insur-
gent tribesmen were maesed in force.
The latter made a stubborn resistance
and only retired after suffering great
losses. The battle was the most im-
portant yet fought during the campaign.
Six officers and 100 men were Kkilled or
wounded.

Loxpox, Oct. 21.—The advance of the

British force in- yesterday’s battle at
Dargai ridge was rendered extremely
Jifficult by the precipitous nature of the
hill, the men having to scale from rock
to rock, there being almost no paths to
facilitate their movements. The loss
sustained by the natives cannot be esti-
mated, but the slaughter was great.
Many of the tribesmen were shot at they
were fleeing to the heights above their
abandoned positions. There was severe
hand-to-hand fighting when the attack-
ing forces rushed the position of the
tribesmen.

The staunch resistance of the insurg-
ent tribesmen and the apparently heavy
losses of the British, are facts which are
viewed with serious misgivings in Lon-
don to-day. The insurgents were evi-
dently in great force for, in addition to
being able to make a stubborn stand
against the British advance, they had a
contingent of 7,000 men _to spare for the
landing movement. Not any of the
stories of that fierce engagement sug-
gest any demoralization on the part of
the enemy, who retired in good order
and proceeded to construct fresh defen-
sive works on the adjacent hills, show-
ing that Afridiland will probably have
to be conquered yard by yard.

The news of the massing of Afridis in
Sampagha Pags, and the repo: § that they
are erecting strong fortifications there is
most disquieting. The newspapers here
criticize the plan of campaign which ap-
parently necessitates capturing the same
ground twice, as Dargai ridge was car-
ried on Monday, only to be left for the
tribesmen to reoccupy on Tuesday.
But it appears that the British force
which first captured the ridge was not
provided with commissariat supplies,
and the difficulty of forwarding them
from the base was insurmountable.

SimrA, Oct. 20.—According to advices
from Fort Lockhart, the tribesmen, hav-
ing occupied the Dargai Ridge, which
commanded Chagru, on the Samana
range, General BSir Yeatman-Biggs
sent the Second Division this morning to
dislodge them. The position was a very
strong one, on the summit of a precipi-
tous hill, reached only by a single path,
along which the attacking force, consist-
ing of the Gurkha Regiment and the
Dorsetshire Regiment, was obliged to
climb in Indian file, the batteries mean-
while shelling the Sangers. The British
suffered a temporary check when they
reached the open space, and were expos-
ed to an accurate fire. After a prolong-
ed artillery fire the Gurkhas were rein-
forced by the Gordon Highlanders.
Then followed a magnificent rush
across the open space, in the teeth of a
murderous fusilade. The enemy stood
their ground till the Britieh reached the
rocks below, down which the tribesmen
could not see to fire, and then they ‘fled
pell-mell. The losses of the Gurkhas
and the Gordon Highlanders were
gevere.

Three British companies crossed the
zone of fire at a rush, sustaining heavy
losses, while the remainder deployed to
the left, to intercept a flank attack
threatened by some seven thousand of
the enemy from that direction. The
Dorsetshire Regiment attempted to sup-
port three companies of Gurkhas, but
was kept back by the enemy, who re-
mained cool, and reserved their fire un-
til the British were well exposed.

At 12:30 p.m. matters looked serious,
as the British gun fire, though aided by
a mountain battery from Fort Gulistan,
had failed to dislodge the enemy. Gen-
eral Kempster thereupon went forward
in person, moving up the Gordon High-
landers and the Third Sikh Regiment in-
to the fighting lire. A systematic as-
sault was oganized. «nd 2,000 men, with
fixed bayomnete, etond waiting for the
advance. Three minutes before the word
of command was yiven, General Kemp-
ster heliographed b.ck instructions to the
batteries to concentrate their fire. The
18 pieces of artillerv reeponded, and un-
der cover of thig fire the leading com-
pany of the Highlanders, amid perfect
silence, rushed into the fire. Half the
men dropped, but the remainder pushed
gallantly on till they reached the cover
where the Gurkhas lay. The rest of
the forces streamed »fter them, and
the tribesmen, seeing that most of the
troops had passed the range of their
fire, fled up the hill and collected, under
cover of the cliffs. The Highlanders and
mixed regiments, after pausing a mo-
ment to take breath, again advanced to
the assault, and 20 minutes later the
pu¢ition was won.  General Sir Yeat-
man-Biggs will continue the advance, so
as to hold the frontal hills and push on
to Kharaposa, where he will be joined
by Sir William Lockhart.

Bavaria’s Mad Monarch.

MounicH, Oct. 21.—Baron von Crail-
sheim informed the finance committee
of the Bavarian Diet to-day that the con-
dition of demented King Otto has not
materially changed, and the Prince Re-
gent did not desire an alteration in the
regency. He maintained that modifica-
tion of the constitution would be possi-
ble ““only in the event of most urgent
circamstances.’’

A Doctor’s Mistake.
LoxpoN, Oct. 21.—Dr. George C. Dav-
is, & popular citizen and widely known

as a prominent Mason, took an inhala-
tion of chloroform last night and was
found dead in bed this morning.

AN INCENDLARY DID IT.

Winisor’s Great Fire No Accident
but Set to Secure Insur-
ance Money.

A Citizen Under Arrest Charged
With Iguniting His Own and
Other Houses.

Winpsor, Oct. 21.—(Special) —John
Meclntyre, a well known Windeor citi-
zen, has been arrested on the charge of
arson. Mayor Smith claims he has evi-
dence to prove that McIntyre wilfully
get fire to his own and other houses dur-
ing the big fireon Sunday te defraud the
insurance companies. The arrest of
Meclntyre created a sensation, intensified
by the news that McIntyre and Fletcher,
a colored man first suspected and arrest-
ed as the cause of the big fire, had been
seen together on Fletcher’s ranch just
before the conflagration broke out. It is
now believed that Windsor was wilfully
fired, and that McIntyre and Fletcher
worked together. )

Lady Tilley and other ladies from St.
John arrived here to-day to help the
Windsor ladies in the work of relief.
Col. Irving, D. O. C., arrived this morn-
ing to organize a local militia force with

a view to preventing any outbreak or
disorder.

GROCERS WHO SELL LIQUOR.

The Women’s Convention Divided as to
Whether They Should Be Dealt With,

ToronTo, Oct 21.—At this morning’s
sesgion of the Dominion W. C. T. U.,the
report on temperance grocery work
caused a slight flutter of excitement.
Miss Dougall, who read the report, com-

mented adversely upon the practice of
dealing with grocers who have liquor
stores. Some of these women say it is
profitable to buy in such places. One
delegate protested that any woman who
did such a thing was a disgrace to the
White Ribbon. Another delegate said
she would not buy groceries from a man
who applied for a license. She believed
in adhering to principle.

Mrs. Yeomans, reporting on the work
of the missions and jails department, ad-
vocated a home for boys who are not yet
criminals. Such a home, she said, is a
pressing need in Manitoba to-day. In-
ebriate home# for confirmed drunkards,
the appointment of police matrons in
cities, women to travel with women pris-
oners, women doctors to attend to their
sex in asylums, the establishment of
homes for the aged poor, and the grading
of prisoners were Mrs. Yeoman’s
recommendations.

Miss Willard addressed a large W.C.
T.U. meeting in Massey hall to-night.
New Brunswick now holds the banner
for the greatest per centage of gain in
membership.

SLAIN AT DARGAI RIDGE.

Some of the Victims of the Brave Assaulf
on the Tribesmen,

Loxpoxn, Oct. 22.—According to a
special from Simla the casualties during
the fighting yesterday which resulted
in the storming of Dargai ridge by the
second division of the British troops
under General Sir Yeatman-Biggs, in-

cluded these officers among the killed:
Capt. Charles Judge, of the Second
Gurkhas; Lieut. Alexander Lamont,
Gordon Highlanders; and Capt. Smith,
of the Derbyshire Regiment.

The wounded officers are Lieutenant
Robinson, of the Second Gurkhas, who is
dangerously hurt; Major Forbes Mac-
bean, of the Gordon Highlanders, and
three othersg,

Of therank and file 118 were killed and
wounded, the Gordon Highlanders hav-
ing 36 casualties, the Dorsetshire Regi-
ment 32, and the remainder being equal-
ly divided between the Gurkhas and the
Derbyshire Regiment,

BILL RYE’S FAMILY.

Investments Having Gone Wrong They Are
Very Hard Wp.

New Yorg, Oct. ¥3.—The World’s
Asheville, N. C., special says: Always
happy, Bill Nye’s only serious thought
was.to provide for his wife and children
after he should be taken from them.
Now his widow is almost in penury,
having scarcely $10 a week, derived from
royalty on her husband’s works. Mrs.
Nye went to” Europe in June, 1896, to
place her children in school in Germany.
On July 1, 1897, the First National Bank
of Asheville closed its doors and about
$7,000, every dollar of ready money she
osgessed, was swept away. Thursday
ast she returned to Asheville on money
borrowed from relatives. Property val-
ued at about $45,000 on Staten Island,
N. Y., was lost by foreclosure of mort-
gage for $27,000. There are five children
—three boys and two girls—the eldest,
Miss Beseie Nye, aged 19,and the young-
est, Douglass Nye, about 18 months.

THE CLERK’S TURN NOW

To Sue the Dominion Bank for the Serious
Charge Made Against Him.

Naraneg, Oct. 21.—It is said on good
authority that W, P. Ponton will sue the
Dominion bank for $50,000, on account
of the charge of complicity in the rob-
bery, upon which he has been acquitted.
A. Pepler, of Guelph, succeeds Ponton
at the bank here.

ANNOYED AT THE STATES.

A Madrid Newspaper Complains of Conniv-
ance With the Filibusters.

Maprip, Oct. 20.—Senor Sagasta, the
premier, has been ill and confined to his
bed.

El Heraldo, referring to the departure
of suspected filibusters from New York,
says: ‘‘The Americans continue to play
with Spain, as_they had ample time to
prevent iheir departure.”

La Plata a Free Port.
Buenos Avres, Oect. 20.—It is pro-

posed to declare La Plata a free port.

PROSPECTIVE C.P.R. EXEMPTION.

- Merchants Favor a Concession of This Kind
While the Workingmen are
Divided,

Vaxcouver, Oct. 21.—(Special)—A
canvass of leading merchants shows that
a majority favor semi-municipal tax ex-
emption of the proposed new C.P.R.
buildirgs and improvements. Most of
them are averse to any exemption on
the present property of the company.

. Inquiries in influential labor quarters
indicate that a coneiderable labor vote
may be cast against any exemption of
C.P.R. property. One argument strong-
ly urged is that the C.P.R. has too long
held unimproved and undeveloped a
large area of land at Fairview and in
other parts of the city, awaiting better
times and higher realty values. Many
labor men urge that, as an outcome of
thie, daily workers have been compelled
to build and reside near the
outer limits of the city, at great
cost and inconvenience in getting
in and out and obtaining domestic
supplies. Another argument is that if
there is to be tax exemption of improve-
ments it should go all round, and apply
not solely to C. P. R. property, but to
other property that may be under com-
paratively uninfluential private owner-
ship. This poeition is taken by many
who are in theory single taxers, and
would otherwise welcome any step taken
in that direction. The present city
council has, however, by a large major-
ity, vetoed the single tax policy as alto-
gether impracticable. The labor party
in Vancouver, however, is by no means
solid, and the single tax men, who are
resolved to back their theory on each
and every occasion by their votes, are
more congpicuous for their activity than
for their numbers. The workers vote
will therefore 'in all probability be
divided, not a few supporting some
further exemption of C. P. R. property
on the material ground, that the big im-
provements proposed by BSir William
Van Horne will cause the spending of a
very large sum in wages and the em-
ployment of much local labor; whilst
there is the further inducement offered,
that Vancouver may by the great com-
pany’s aid, be enabled to capture much
of the trade of the Yukon.

On the whole, the probabilities are
that any moderate tax exemption pro-
posal will capture at least a large minor-
ity of the workers’ vote and be sup-
ported by an actual and possibly consid-
erable majority of what may be desig-
nated as mercantile and middle class
residential voters, who are very strongly
represented on the money by-law elect-
ors roll of the city. A sweeping pro-
posal of tax exemption would probably
fail to secure ratification; a moderate
one is likely so to do if judiciously intro-
duced by men of tact and temperately
supported on the platform by arguments
appealing to material self interest, and
holding forth that the measure propose:
will tend to large local industrial devel-
opment at the hands of a company hav-
ing a directorate disposed to very friend-
ly relations with the council and citizens
of Vancouver.

SONS OF THE EMPIRE.

A Society to Secure Preference for British.
ers Against All Others.

Vaxcouver, Oct. 21, — (Special)—A
new fraternal organization has been es-
tablished here under the presidency of
Mr, John Mellon and vigespresidency of
Mr. A. H. B, Macgowdn, with the title
of the Sone of the British Empire. Its
object is to form a society of wider range
than the Soms of England, Caledonian,
Hibernian or St. George’s societies and
embrace all loyal subjects by birth of
the British Empire. Some 200 members
have alreadf been enrolled in the new
Vancouver lodge of the society, which
therefore seems likely to attain large
dimensions, It is stated to be intended
to make the society active against Orien-
tal immigration, both Chinese and
Japanese, as also a promoter of a senti-
ment in favor of preferring British labor
to imported American and other alien
employment. It will also seek to culti-
vate the best of feeling between all na-
tionalities of British subjects resident in
British Columbia.

MINERAL IN DISPUTE.

Two Rossland Companies Go to Law to De-
cide Possession of a Lead.

Rossraxp, Oct. 18.—The controversy
between the Centre Star and the Iron
Masgk over the possession of a lead has
reached a climax, and the dispute has
been brought into court at Nelson. Both
the claims were located under the old
law, which gives to the owner of a mine
all the mineral contained within that
portion of a ledge outcropping on the
claim, whether or not the vein dips out-
side the side lines of the property. Sev-
eral days ago the Iron Mask, in sinking
a winze on its vein near the Centre Star
side line, dropped into a crosscut driven
by the Centre Star people to tap the
same lead. The point where the work-
ings of the two companies met was about
l150 feet ineside of the Iron Mask’s side
ine.
Both companies claimed possession of
the ledge in question, and as the Iron
Mask people refused to abdicate the
Centre Star secured a temporary in-
junction restraining them from working
in the disputed ground. The Iron
Mask Company claim that the ledge in
dispute is undoubtedly theirs, as its
outcrop can be distinctly traced at a
distance of 100 feet inside their side liney
They further support their right to it by
showing that they were sinking on it at
the time they dropped into the Centre
Star’s workings. The contention of the
Centre Star is that the true apex of the
lead is in their ground, and that only a
spur outecrops into the Iron Mask’s ter-
ritory, and it claims the whole ledge
with the exception of the small spur
outcropping on the Iron Mask ground.

i ——

Sir Hibbert’s Seat.

Havrrax, Oct. 20.—It is decided on
good authority that Sir Hibbert Tupper
has decided not to resign his seat in the
commons when he removes to British
Columbia,

Perfunctory Audits.

Kingsron, Oct. 20,—David Murray,
special auditor appointed to examine the
accounts of the defaulting Frontenac
county treasurer, Thomas Van Luven,
has presented his report to the county
council. He makes severe remarks on
previous auditors and places the total

shortage at $31,000.

L CREAT PG COMING,

Two Columns of British Troops
Faeing the Enemy Massed on
Kharappa Heights.

Plan of Campaign Being Successs
fully Worked Out—Additional
Casualties.

Srvra, Oct. 22.—Despatches received
to-day from Kharappa announce that
the plan of eampaign against the insur-
gents has been so far successfully car-
ried out that a junetion has been ei'i‘o.ct-
ed near Kharappa, between the British
forces under Gemeral Sir Yeatman-
Biggs and General Sir William Lock-
hart. After the storming and capture
of Dargai ridge, on the Samana range,
by the troops of General Biggs, on
Wednesday afternoon, the plan was for
the latter to push on so as to hold the
frontal hills, and then continue
his advance to XKharappa, where
he was to join forces with the column
under Sir William Lockhart. This has
been done, and the two columns arenow
camped about two miles from Kharappa.
The British troops met with only slight
resistance, but the enemy are massed on
the hills around Kharappa, and de-
sultory firing is proceeding. . 2
Capt. Arnold, of the Dorsetshire Regi-
ment, Lieut. Dingwall, of the Gordon
Highlanders, and Lieut. White, of the
Sikhs, are among the British officers
severely wounded in addition to those
previously eabled.

TRADE CONTINUES GOOD.

Satistactory Reports from Qusiness Centres
in Eastern Canada.

ToronTo, Oct. 21.—R. G. Dun & Co.’s
weekly statement of trade in Canada’
says: ‘“‘The trade distribution at Mon~-
treal taken as a whole is of a very fair
seasonable character with most houses,
the volume of trade being a good deal
ahead of last year’s. In general dry*
goods and kindred lines business may
called good. In pig iron and other heavy
metals there is no great activity, but for
hardware, paints, oil, glass, etc.,a steady
demand is reported and the general ten-
dency is towards a strengthening in
values. Cements are moving freely and
prices are firmer, owing to an advance
in Europe and the scarcity of freight
space, go that some shortness of supply
is anticipated.

Boot and shoe manufacturers have

4 | completed the bulk of the fall ship-

ments and will be shortly preparing for
the usual stock-taking, so, that no ve
heavy buying of leather is expect:
Wholesale grocers report satisfactory
business for dried fruits, Cheese and
butter values show same slight weaken-
ing, but the outward movement from
this port continues brisk, cheese ship-
menl:s alone exceeding 100,000 boxes lagt
week,

The general report regarding remit-
tances is that the improvement ioted of
late i maintained. The market is a
shade firmer and the few banks who
were quoting 3%¢ pe? éent. for call funds
have now made the rate 4 per cent. in
conformity with the majority. The dis-
count rate remains at 6 to'7 per cent.

General wholesale trade at Toronto is
fairly satisfactory. Prices continue very
firm with an upward tendency. Business
is active in hardware and metals, and
prices are firm. Groceries are in fair
demand with prospects bright. The tone
of the leather and hide markets is firmer.

Large quantites of wheat have gone for
export of late and prices rule steady
around 80 cents at Ontario points.
Coarse grains, however, are inclined to
be heavy. Hogsare lower, while cured
gxeata, which are in limited supply, are

rm.
Money markets are unchanged, with
prime commercial paper discounted at 6 °
per cent. and call loans 4 per cent. Fail-
ures for the week are 36 against 54 for
the same week of last year,

WHO WILL BE SENATOR?

Mainlafid Liberals Look for a Vacancy and
Produce Rival Candidates.
VaNcouver, Oct. 21.—(Special)—Mr.
J.C. McLagan and Dr. Milne and their
respective friends are said to be working
like beavers to secure influence in sup-
port of their rival claims to the Senator-
ship for Westminster district expected
to be vacant by the appointment of Sen~
ator McInnes to be Lieutenant-Governor.
Even Conservatives who happen to be
considered ‘ personz grate’’ with Sir
Wilfrid Laurier and other Liberal lead-
ers have been and are being importuned
to do what they can, and amongst the
gentlemen thus canvassed is Sir Maec-
kenzie Bowell. Senator MecInnes, it is
said, rather favors Dr. Milne’s candida- -
ture. Mr. McLagan has put in some
very energetic work for himself.
Local Liberals are divided upon this
as most other issues, and quite a few
members of the party here and far more
in New Westminster, favor the submis-
sion of the name of Mr, D. J. Munn of
New Westminster as a compromise can-
didate. Mr.Munn it is said takes kindly
to the idea, though after his wont he is
not very obtrusive in his methads.

e

HUGE DOCK FOR BRISTOL.

And Negotiations With Boston Capital for a
Steamship Line to Use It,

Brisror, Oct. 20.~—The municipal cor-
poration have voted to expend £11,500
in the construction of a dock at the
mouth of the river Avon. The dock will
be built to accommodate the largest ves
sels. A special agent is now in the Uni-
ted States negotiating for a steamship
line and he reports a ﬁrospect that Bos-
ton capitalists may take up the matter,

Too Much of a Good Thing,
Beruv, Oct, 20.—A young German un-
dertook to establish a kissing record, the
iermu :)eing that he should take 10,000
isses from his swee )
hours, in half-hour aetshs:;ta.s ; e m
2,000 kisses in the first hour, 1,000 in the
second, and had reached 750 in the third

hour when his lips beca
and he lost eon:ciol:mnesa. Do e




