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tion, which was_that a select ceommittee:
would be inoperative. ~The fact that the
committee could not take evidence on oath
was what was claimed, by the Opposition
as defeating the _e;ﬁ_ iry.  The reportiof;
the committee upheld the stand takeniby.
the Opposition. . i L
Hon. Mr. Robson expressed surprise at

ible than that justused.” He had
He

Hon. Mr. Duasmuir said he was sorry

the language. was not  parliamentary in
oharacter. n
ber from Comox bring forward his wit-
nesses and make some effort to prove his
allegations. = He knew that if he had
brought them into a court or this house

Why did not the hon: mem-

the remarks which had just. fallen from|they could not be prosecuted for any evi-

the leader of the opposition, He proceed-
ed to recite the history of the matter,
pointing out that it was perfectly clear
that the object of the hon. member for | f;
Comox was to avoid the very thing he
professed to seek. The first step was to
place a string’ of charges against the pre-

per: and -ask for a Royal “ommission,
which he must have known it was #mpos-
sible to obtain. - The next’ step was to
render inoperative ' the - simple, inexpen-
sive and busi like hinery provided

dence given unless they perjured them-
selves. !
nesses, he had no proof; he was simply a

The hon. gentleman had no wit-

alsifier. He (Mr. H.) had asked that he

be placed side by side. with him, without
his wealth.
were mﬁmlly
sident of the council upon the notice pa-|speak t
could -not.

Well, he could say if they
laced he (Mr. D.) could
e truth and-the hon. gentleman

Hon. Mr. Humphreys again took ex-

ception to the language of the hon: presi-
dent uf the counci
was within his privilege as a member of

He claimed that it

by the house. First, by the opposition re- | the house to call the government ‘‘the

fusing to'act on the committee on which
they were allowed equal representation,
and then coolly denouncing the committee

as being one-sided and partizan. Then |found to be not so unparliamentary as

most corrupt on  the face of the earth.”
His language if placed side by side with
remarks of gentlemen opposite would be

the accuser, who pretended to be eager | theirs.

for an opportunity to substantiate
the charges refused te appear before that
committee, upon the pretence that fair
play could not be expected. He (Mr. R.)
referred to an able article on the subject,
which had  appeared in an independent
newspaper, the Vancouver Herald, headed
“The Humphrey Fizzle,” i which the
whole- situation ‘was very well de-
scribed.  As was pointed outin the article,
even admitting the' committee ‘te have
been a partizan one, it was bound to re-
port the evidence tu the house and the
public before which the evidence must
come would be able to judge.” The very
fact that the member for Comox had
absolutely refuséd to avail‘himself of the
opportunity thus offered proved that - he |
could not and never intended to attempt
to substantiate the charges. In the evi-
dence submitted in the commtitee’s re-

Mr. Speaker said that language had

been used on both sides, personal and un-
parliamentary in its character, and he
trusted hon. members in respect to them-
selves and in respect to the house, would
avoid using any unparliamentary language.

Hon. Mr. Dansmuir said that there was

a libel suit soon to take place, and he
would cordially invite the hon. member—
the ‘hero” from Comox—to come for-
ward and give his evidence; in fact he
thought he would send him a summons.

Hon. Mr. Davie said that the non-ap-

pearance of the member for Comox,” be-
fore the committee to support his charges
was a disgraceful back-down, ®nd his de-
fence of his course, just listened to, was

nore - disgraceful “still.” He appeared to

have, forgotten that he had said he
would mnot produce the witnesses be-
fore —anything but an Imperial court
port, there was a letter from Mr. J. C. | of

enquiry - The apprehension  of

McLagan, one of the editors of the Op-|libel proceedings was transparently un-

position paper, which relat-d an interview
had with the: Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir before
he started for Portland. In this inter-
view the hen. gentleman stated the ex-
act. opposite to what had been charged
against him. Although it would pecuniar-
ly benefit him, he had said his love of
cruntry’ would not allow him to favor
commercial union, for it  real-
ly meant. annexation. This , letter
in his  (Mr. R’s) opinion carried
a thousand times greater weight
than a report in a foreign newspaper.
The hon. member who had been accused
had stood up in this house and flatly
denied the accusation made, and it was
the duty of the house to have accepted
the denial of the hon. president of the
council. The simple fact was that the
member for Comox bhad placed these

true, based, as the member for Comox
said it was, upon the old principle *‘the
greater the truth the greater the libel.”
As explained upon a previous debate,
every defamatory publication was a libel,
but if its author could justify what he had
published no
Every one who would think for a moment
must know that an absolute privilege at-
tached to evidence given before a commit-
tee of the house.
in reference to something written, or
printed, aud the verbal evidence given
before a committee or elsewhere could not
from the nature of it be a libel.
member for Comox think that-any soli-
tary man who had ever heard him speak
at public meetings, where he invariably
hurled the wildest slanders imaginable,
would believe that fear of any proceeding

responsibility * attached.

Libel eould only occur

Did the

charges on the netice paper and artfully | in respect of his utterances would deter

dodged investigation with the hope of
getting up a political cry against the goy-
ernment; but the trick was too transparent
to deceive any sensible person. But such
conduct was such as to call for the censure
of the house, and he had no doubt the
heuse would know how to vindicate its
own honor, and resent the contempt cast
upon it by the member for Comox in pur-
suing the course he had (applause).

Mr. Grant said that the hon, gentle-
man’s contention at the present time was
exactly opposite to that which he put
forth in the case of the Texada scandal—
then he desired a royal commission. But
the Oppesition did not ask for a royal
commission, but a statutory enquiry.

and they had demurred against the ap-
pointment of a select committee, and the
report of the committee proved that the
Opposition had been correct. He did not
for an instant state that the charges made
against the hon. gentleman were true,
but he did not think that the way selected
by the government for the enquiry was a
fair one. He thought the paper quoted
by the hon. gentleman might ‘be
truly regarded as a government organ,
for the government patronized it. The
resolution covered more ground than the
particular ‘report published in Portland
papers, for it referred to stat ts made

him from making good an accusation if
there was any chance to do so.

Hon, Mr. Humphreys—1I challenge you

to refer to a single slanderous word I ever
uttered in or out of the house.

Hon. Mr. Davie—I will remind you of

plenty—*‘‘Malversation of office’” as ap-
plied to. myself, when I held no office.
Impeachment, arraigninent, and dismissal
from ¢ office,
and a choice assortment of similar-Billings-
gute, as applied to the whole of the
ministry, * marked the general course of
the hon. gentleman’s discourse. Amongst
his choice expressions he had the other
day, in referring to the president of the
: council, said that that gentleman was
This was the position of the Opposition, | “not fit to be: spit upon.”

‘‘miserable, contemptible,”

(Hear and

shame.) As remarked at the time by one
of his (Mr. b
president of the council, Mr. Duusmuir,
was not fit to be spit upon, but he, the
member for Cumox, was tit to be spit up-
on, and that’s the difference between the
two men (loud cheers and laughter).

Davie’s) constituents; the

Why, even if Mr. Humphreys had been

afraid of the consequences of giving his

evidence before the committee, how easily
he could have exacted a written indemnity
from the president of the council for his
utterances, and how entirely Mr.
Humphreys would = have  been the

in divers times and places. = He was not
aware of their truth or untruth but cer-
tainly considered that a statutory enquiry
was the most desirable way in which to
place the hon. gentleman accused in his
right light before the country.

Hon. Mr. Humphreys claimed that the
remarks of the hon. leader were a tissue
of exaggeration—he wished he ‘might call
them by a stronger. name.  The actual
position of the case was this: He had
made certain charges against the hon.
president of the council which had been
called by members opposite as extraor-
dinary. He had charged that the hon.
president of the eouncil had been guilty
of violation of his eath of office.

Hon. Mr. Dunsmair—well, why don’t
you prove them ? (Laughter.)

Hon, Mr. Humphreys said the question
was whether the hon. member was guilty
or not guilty ?  Where he failed te
out his duties as required by his oath he
had violated it and it was no longer right
that he should be retained in office. nile
(Mr. H.) had dene what no other man in
the province would have done.  He had
done what he considered to be his duty,
(Derisive laughter).. ~ The hon. president
of the council had defied him to utter
suchht_:hnzgu outside this house; he would
use his position to proceed against him for
libel. E(l):a hon. at}zomey-gaeanerd\hsd fol-
lowed him and stated that the ** greater
the truth, the greater the libal.”  His
fritnesses enquired about this, and he had I

of the ‘situation if  Mr.
Dunsmuir had refused to give it. He
(Mr. D.) gave the member for. Comox
credit for better sense than to invent such
a transparently untrue excuse for not at-
tending the committee.  Then the oppo-
sition blamed the government for not hay-
ing appointed a special commission to
enquire into the matter—an expense of a
thousand dollars or more. How would
the government justify themsalves to the
country in incurring such an expense in
enquiring into any of Mr. Humphreys’
extravagant utterances? the man who
would make such wild and stupid state-
ments as heard this afternoon. Where
were all the measures he had on the

(Hear and applause). : ,-

Mr. Fry regretted exceedingly that the
matter-had come up again. inm%n
He was surprised the  opposition
atbempted to justify their conduct in thus
attempting’ to shirk out’of an enquiry
started by the hon. member for Comox.
Why did the latter~bring such a serious
tharge in this house if ‘it was not com-
petent to deal with it.. The allsgations.
were totally unsupported by auy’evidence
other than a newspaper report. ‘He found
no fault with the reporter—he had to
produce a sensational article and did it.
A good reporter should have a redy pen,
a fertile brain and a lively imagination,
one on which he cun draw when short of
facts; but as to truth, that is not an ab-
solutely essential element in an otherwise
good story, Now, on one of these sensation-
al newspaperarticles, backed up by not one
single fact, the hon. member for Comox
has tried to steal away the character of
the hon. president of the council. He
could only-look upon ‘the resclution and
allegations ‘a8 a contemptible effort to
injure the good name: of an hon. gentle-
man. The hen. gentleman from Comox
had boasted to him that he possessed a

make any one a fine parliamentary orator.
He would ask him if' he possessed a book
containing the following:

He who steals my purse steals trash, -
"Twas mine, 'tis his and has been slave to

But b toah lohes & 0od
Talkes that which not ghashes b
But leaves me poorindeed,

The auther who wrote these lines well
knew the meaning of words. He did
not say ‘‘who 70bs e of my good name.”
For to filch is the smallest, meanest and
most petty form of pilfering. The robber
who stops a man on the highway and calls
upon him to surrender was a gentleman
to the arrant sneak who a silver
spoon when the cook’s back was turned.
The present attempt was an unfair and
ungentlemanly endeavor to blast a man’s
reputation, and this; too, by lond-mouthed
and voluble statements.  The hon, mem-
ber for Comox boasted the other day that
ne other hon, member possessed ;either
his dramatic manuer or- his lovely voice.
(Laughter). He (Mr, Fry) admitted that
1t was & magnificent organ, but was sorry
to see it prostituted to such base pur-
poses. - [t was a notorious fact that cer-
tain gentlemen in this city, having more
mongy than brains, had set up the Hon.
Thomas Basil Humphreys on the public
platform, and used him a3 a political pup-
pet to voice their hatred and animosity to
the government then in power. He
was sorry  to  have to say these
things, but . the oppusition were
to blame, and moreover, what he said was
all true (applause.)

Col. Baker said in justice to his col-
leagues un the select committee, appoint-
ed to investigate the charges preferred by
the hon. member for Comox against the
hon. the president of the council, he must
make a few remarks in relation to the
boast of the leader-of the opposition that
the report of the committee, which is now
before the house, is in perfect accordance
with the opinions and feelings of the op-
position, and fully  justifies the action
they have taken in this matter. What
was the position of the committee? It
was  appointed to  investigate certain
charges. It was therefore its duty to
invite the’complainant. and defendant to
appear. I did so, and the complainant
failed to appear. The committee there-
fore was unable to investigate the case
and reported to .the house accordingly.
It is consequently apparent that if the
opposition connived at the non-appearance
of the complainant they had it in their
power to nullify all action of the com-
mittee, and thus bring the report into
accord with the opinions of the opposition.
He did not think there was much to boast
ahout in such a simple manceuvre as that
(hear, hear.) As the acting attorney-
general had informed the house that this
matter is to be brought up again, he
would on the present occasion not make
any remarks upon the nature of the

member for Comox.. He thought a great
deal too much importance had been given
to the subject and too much time wasted
upon it, in faot the whole thing appeared
to him and must alppeart.o this house and
the public generally, a sort of pantomime
on legislation. The hon. member for
Comox had put forward certain charges,
he had had every opporfunity given him
of making those charges good, but he had
evaded doing 80 by every manceuvre at
his command. _ If there was any pith, any
real back-bone in these charges, he would
naturally be anxious te avail himself of
any opportunity- to prove them; but he
takes exactly the opposite course. Such
conduct spoke for itself. The hon. gen-
tleman had alluded to him as having
shown during this session a dislike to him.
Perscunally all he could say was that if
such was the case, the fault laid with the
hon. gentleman himself. He should not
take up the time of the house any longer
on the subject of these frivolous charges,
as he thought both the house and the
public must be perfectly sick of the ques-

orders ever since. the opening of the
house?  Why had he not' moved them ?
tlis bill to repeal the settlement act—to
re-enact the independence of parli t
act?

Hon. Mr. Beaven called to order—The
hon. gentleman is referring to matters not
before the house,

Mr. Speaker—The hon. gentleman
must not refer to questions not under dis-
cussion. Y

Hon, Mr. Davie—Well, there are sev-
eral matters merely put on the paper like
this motion ‘was, to create sensation.
Why %e hon.  gentleman the other day
had safd that he would prove the provin-
cial secretary one of the most, if not the
most, corrupt man in the province.

tion and the sooner it is brought to an
issue and dune with the better it will be
for the transaction of the useful business
of the country (appknu;.l

The report was adop

Hon. Mr. Beaven said he would like to
know when the papers in connection with
the provincial secretary’s visit to Ottawa
would be  brought down, as the house
could not deal with the matber without
definite information. 3

Hon. Mr. Robson said as soon as the
negotiations were in a state satisfactory to
the government they would be brought
down; and the hon. ' miember ought to
know that until the business was com-
pleted it would be i ible to
with his request. - e

Hon. Mr. Humphreys- he is.
Hon, Mr, Davie— why don't you

; V't,li.'e‘gx. Sk

is manner. |

library” which, if read -carefully, would |.

charges brought forward by the ‘hon. |-

vie—The hon. gentl
or - accept that offer; otherwise

Several 1 b -Postp ! postpone!
. Hon. Mr. Robson seid that if the bill
was not postponed it would be an “nct of
discou; to the majonty of the house.-

Hon.  Mr. Vernon said that the bill
should be withdrawn or pustponed at the

{ t -of hon. bers who want to
find-out the feelings of ‘their eonstituents.

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir— You'should con-
sent to lay it over for ten days.

Mr. Higgins—1If the bill goes out of the
committee other than by the regular route
it will have to be kicked out. I shall
neither postpone nor withdraw:it.

Hon, Mr. Dunsmuir—You are dictating
to the house now. Knock out clause 2.

Mr. Higgins—That clause coutains the
bowels of the bill. I'will not do it.

Hon: Mr. Davie—The  bill will be
killed if youdo not consent to postjone it.

Mr. Higgins—Let it be" killed. * You,
and not I, will be responsible for its death,

Hon. Mr. Davie—No, you will be re-
sponsible, because you are too ebstiuate
o yield. ;

Mr, Higging—Well, kill it if you can,
1 shall not recede an inch,

The vote on the motion te rise was put
amid considerable excitement and lost—
10 to 11,

The clauses then passed with amend-
ments.

At 5:50 the committee rose, reported
progress and asked leave to sit again.

SPEAKER'S DECISION.

Mr. Speaker decided in the matter left
for his decision last week as follows:

The question left to me for considera-
tion by the house is: Whether a member
who has made a substantive motion . to
which an amendment has been made can
speak to the am ndment and still exer-
cise a right of reply. Ithinknot. If the
mover of a substantive motion choosus to
speak to an amendment he leses his right
to Teply. This has been the practice al-
ways adopted in this house and I think it
the correet one.

The house then adjourned.

MOTIONS.

Mr. Duck, on' Wednesday next—To
move that the report of the select com-
mittee appointed to draft an address to
his excellency the governor-general, in
reference to the withdrawal of the mail
service of steamer between Victoria and
San Fraunciseco, be adopted and that the
said address be signed by the hon. Mr.
Speaker and forwarded to his excellency
the governor-general forthwith.

Mr. Thomson—To ask leave te intro-
duce a bill entitled ** an act to amend the
coal mines regulation act.”

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—To move:—
Whereas THE CoLONIST newspaper has
persistently vilified the undersigned, a
member of this legislative assembly, and
whereas such gross slander is ealculated
to bring this legislaturt and its members
into disrepute and contewnpt; be it there-
refore resolved that this house do censure
the proprietors of THE CoLONISTne wspaper,
for their reprehensible conduct, and do
declare that the publication of the articles
in THE CoroNisT newspaper on February
10th, 11th, 21st, 23rd and 29th 18 a breach
of the privileges of this house.

TWENTY-FIRST DAY.

TuEspAy, March 6.

Mr. Speaker took the chairat 2:16 p. m.

PETITIONS, z

Mr. Anderson presented a petition from
F. B. McNamee & Co.

Mr. Ladner presented presented a pe-
tition from parties in relation to Sumas’
dyking lands.

Mr. Thompson presented a petition
from 421 miners of Nanaimo district
praying that the house.cousider the vari-
ous amendments offered to the mining act,
particularly that relating to the exclusion
of Chinese.

PERRY CREEK LEASE.

The Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved, sec-
onded by Mr. Grant—That an order of the
house be granted for a return of all- let-
ters, documents, leases whatsosver, with
accompanying plan and report, of gold
commissioner, and sanction” of the lieu-
tenant-governor, granting five miles of
Perry Creek,—500 feet on each side of
said creek—to Lieut.-Col. ~Baker and
Hon. Frederick W. Alymer under Min-
eral Act, 1884, part 1X. Carried.

POWER OF SURETIES.

Mr. Bole moved to ask leave to intro-
duce a bill entitled **An act to extend the
powers of trustees.” Lease granted; bill
read a first time; second reading Wednes-
day.

BRIDGES PROTECTION ACT.

Hon. Mr, Vernon asked leave to
introduce a bill entitled: “‘an act to ex-
tend the provisions of the ‘Bridges pro-
tection act, 1864,” to the mainland of
Britssh Columbia.”
read a first time; second reading on
Thursday.

GOVERNMENT BINDING.

Mr. Beaven asked.the Hon. the pro-
vincial secretary the following: = Will
tenders be invited for the binding con-
nécted with the revisions of the statutes
and oth:ge depsmntenhl ig'qvamment work,
duri present.

XE: The an'bjey;‘r has not been con-
sidered, but the public interest will be
taken care of in the matter.

Mr. Beayen, on a question of privil
claimed that the answers given by
government this' session to members of
the op Ho were not.as explicit as re-

uired. wever, it was a_practice
:l,eomed -to have been ir

The adjeurned debste on urmm.

government was out of order; he was ac-

Lease gaanted; bill |

tice that

court in which
ﬁitlhebarwag il

‘actual reside: - province. .
l%nn.f Mr. Humphreys claimed that the
bar at present constituted would not com-
 pare in ability to those who formed it ten
éém ago. He quoted & speech ‘in the
nglish commons where it was stated that
not one‘in fifty lawyers were cempetent
o act as judges.  He referred to swhe fact
that barristers in British Columbis had
been made 50 by statute. He thought the
door should be vpened so that there might
be a greater selection. There &eemed to
be.a dread of the incoming of Canadian
lawyers. :

Mr. Bole said while he might be son-
sidered selfish in the stand he took, yet
he always held that when's man was sat-
isfied in his conscience that .he was right
he need riot fear what, others might think
of hi§ actions. The ~ hon. member

bag—the present bill was to_ provide bil-
lets for Ontario lawyers—in Ontario was
to be found the acme of legal intelligence.
1t was suggested that among the bar:of
this province that there was not sufficient
material from which to select the coming
Jjudicial appointments.  He thought this
a slur-on the bar of the province, for if
the hon. member trom Comox frequented
the courts he would find that the oases
were conducted both by judge and coun-
sel in as intelligent a manner as that to be
found in any court in England, Ireland or
Scotland—or even in Ontatio. He did
not ‘think that now that some judicial
appointments were to be made that the
door should be thrown wide open  to
Ontario lawyers or those from England.
While he was willing to follow the golden
rule, ‘‘do unto others as you would that
they should do untc you,” yet having
with others served out the year's resi.
dence; now necessary, he was not so phil-
anthrophic as to do away with that pro-
vision—much as he loved his Ontaric
brethren. There was 10 hardship ‘en-
tailed in this, nor had a single Mstance of
hardship been quoted. He thought if
this bill was passed it:would be a roflec-
tion upen the legal profession of the pro-
viuce. Far from the bill being in the
interests of the public he contiidered that
it was otherwise. = So far as protection
was concerned, he thought that as they
had endeavored to protect all ether pro-
fessions, and he himself had given notice
of a bill to protect the workingmen, an
rexception should net be made of the
lawyers. Canada, by a wise protection,
was building herself up until she was uow
one of the brightest stars in_the British
colonial  crown. He certainly thought
that the present bill should not pass. It
had frequently been before the house, and
they certainly could not lay claim to
greater wisdom thau previouslegislatures.

Mr. Beaven said that in 1872 the legal
professions act was far move liberal than
the present one for it allowed any mem-
ber of the profession entering into prac-
tice in this province.  This was annulled
by the legal professions act, 1884;

Hon. Mr. Robson thought that the con-
tention that the present act would allow
the over-running of the proviuce by dis-
reputable members of the legal profession
was absurd.  After the high praise be-
stowed upon the Untario bar by the hon.
member for Westminster city, he thought
such a contention was somewhat incon-
sistent. A new phase had now. arisen—
that there was a-kind of conspiracy to se-
cure the entering of Outario lawyers in
order to permit their being - appointed to
the proposed county court Judgeships.
He thought such a statement shenld not
have been made, for it was merely draw-
ing a herring across the scent.” He was
in a position to know that the judgeships
would not be given to any outsiders, but
that the selection would be made from
among the profession at present in this
province. Did he think otherwise he would
record his vote against this bill, or put in
a suspending clause deferring its operation
for twelve months. However, he had no
such fear for he was assurred that the pro-
posed judgeships would be given to mem-
bers of the bar now in the province, who
were entitled to them, aud who were
quite competent to fill them. He did not
believe that any evil would result from
the opening wide of the door to the legal
profession, and he was also of opinion
that the legal profession . of ~British
Columbia were sufficiently - able to]
cope with any others: who inight come
here from auy part of the world.  He did
not believe in building a Chinese wall
around the province, but thought that
the door should be epen to members of
all . professions, under reasonable and:
proper restriction.

Mr. Grant favored the bill, but thought
that great care should be taken to provide
against the introduction of improper per-
sons into the bar of the province.

Mr. Bole moved that that the commit-
tee rise.

This was negatived by a voteof 10 to
11

-Clause 1 passed.

Mr. Bole was not satisfied with the
previous vote, and again moved that the
committee rise.

This” resulted in a tie vote, and the
chairman negatived the motion by his
vote, - >
In considering clause 2, an amendmeut
offered by Mr. Bole that applicants be
required twelve months’ residence was
carried. ‘

Another motion - that the committee
rise was negatived. i
Mr. Bole moved an amendment to the

second clause, which was carried.

comniittee rise. This carried by a vote of
10 to 8. ! ;

~ RETURN. ~ :
Hon. Mr. Vernon presented a return
of all papers in connection with Wess-
.~ PROTECTION OF CATTLE RANGES,
Hon. Mr. Vernon asked 1 Jeave to

from Comox had let the cat out of the |

Hon. Mr. Davie again moved that the | P®

*For :q'\"gery miner's
annually.”
ied and the re-

ir. Duck, in moving the second read-

g of this bill, said that it was unjust to
ners of land that their lands should be
{ & “sale of taxes without 1i
2 h sale,

The owner or

ke,

sy have left the votmtry and they’
see the ol Tita

~The petitioners
and Toronto men.

he fire. dep:;tment
.‘ vening supplied e cit;
with water-proof suits,’ consis :’.{.g of om{
and boets. ~ The cuats are made of heavy
white: rubber,  with patent wristlets,
through which water cannot penetrate.
Capa, to correspond with the'
been Md?i;ri]d in New York,"
men are fully equipped in their new suits,
a deluge of water will nut affect them.
' Miarried. -

On’ February 27th, at San Francisco,
ﬁ the Rev. Father Pendergast of St.
-Mary’s r;> John J. Sehl of
in th‘_bol{bondn g

not see

d;%:nk nocent pfersnns,
through i payment of taxes,
::]d:thsir'innd ‘s0ld without their know-

]i?m. Mr, Davie said the bill would

tly impede the collection of taxes.

t would: impose expenses also on the
owners of land. He thought it would
open. the door to litigation, and would
prevent ‘the government from ‘collecting
their'taxes. ‘He conld not support the
second reading of the bill.

Hon. Mr. Robson - thought the bill
would not meet the good intentions of
the hon. introducer; but would have an
exact opposite effect.  He trusted the
hon. gentleman would defer the matter
until ' the general assessment act was
brought up.

* After  further discussion Mr. Duck
moved that the bill be discharged, which
was carried.

BALLOT ACT AMENDMENT.

House went into  committee.  Mr.
Duck in the chair.

After some discussion and slight amend-
ment, the eommittee reported progress,
and will sit again.

At the request of the hon. member for
Kooterlay the hon. member for Lillooet
was placed in his stead on the public ac-
counts committee.

House adjourned at 5;25.

NOTICES OF MOTION,

Mr. Beaven—To move that a respectful
address be presented to his honor the
lieutenent-governer - requesting - him to
cause to be sent down to this house copies
of all petitions: and correspondence in
counection with the administration of
provincial affairs in the distriet of Koot-

*Hon.
on. Mr. Vernon—To ask leave to in-
troduce a bill entitled ‘*An Act to Amend
‘An Act to Provide for she Better Protec-
tion of Cattle Ranges.’ ”

igging—To move that the house
do resolve iteelf into committee to con-
sider Bill No. 3, relating to the legal pro-
fessions. . ;

Mr. ‘Beaven—To ask the provincial
secretary: Are any of the salaried officers
of the government absent_from their du-
ties? 1f so, what are their names, the
district from which they are absent, the
terms under which thegare granted leave,
the amount of their monthly salary ?

Mr. Beaven—To ask the provincial
secretary: Has the province incurred any
expense or pecuniary liability by the pres-
ence of the mounted police force in the
Kootenay district, or has any claim been
made upon the government in conse-
quence thereof; if 8o, to what extent and
by whom ?

Mr. Beaven—To move: Whereas a re-
turn of the addrees of the legislative as-
sembly for copies of the order in council,
under which the Honorable John Robson,
provincial secretary,. and minister of
mines, acts as Premier fails to show that
he has been authorized and appointed in
accordance with the statute te so act,
during the absence from the province of
the Honorable A. E. B. Davie, Premier
and attorney-general; and,whereas, consti-
tutienal practice requires thatthe Premier
or some member of the executive council
properly and fully deputed to act for him
should be in the province especially ‘dur-
ing the annual session of the Legislative
Assembly, be it therefore Resolved, that a
respectful address be presented to his
honor the" lieutenant-governor directing
his attention to the fact that no member
of the executive council resident in the
province is properly. authorized to fulfill
the functions develving upon the Premier
of the province.

CE P S

OPINION IN OTTAWA.

Canadian Lmnbermen_ D:llzhted Over the Mills
BilL

Orrawa, Ont.,, March 2.—The provi-
sions of the new tariff bill presented to
the American congress yesterday, by
which it is propc to place timber on
the free list, are gladly welcomed by the
members of parliament who are engaged
in the lumber industry. Speaking to the
associated press representative to-day
Mr. Bryson, whose firm hold large timber
limits, said the abolition of the duty would
at once enhance the value 6 per cent.
Last year fimber was exported to the
Uniwg States valued at 38,000,1000.1)e The

roposed change would greatly nefit
gnlmdisn lumbermen, and in addition to
other things enable them to handle low
grades of lumber, which they heretofore
have been unable to touch. ~Others ex-
pressed the same views.

s e
BOUND FOR THE NORTH POLE.

The Earl of Lensdale Pro; to Take a New
Koute to that Point.

New Yorx, March 4.—Hugh Cecil
Lowther, the Earl of Lonsdale, has ar-
rived here. He said: ‘I have come to
America to do what no one else has done.
I am on the point of penetrating British
ica from the frontier of the United
States to the Arctic , ocean, thence pro-
ing by water to the North pole, if
not impossible. My  starting

be at Winnipeg, Manitoba.

jons will be *my valet and dog
of course, 04::1 take

need, but only na-
I'have come to the conclusion |
send out large ex-

“errands. It is much

® the advertised riotice. The
tended ‘to provide against any

y
of St. Louis, Mo.. My¥. Sehl, who is a son
of Mr. Jacob Sehl,.one of our enterpris-
ing business 1nen, is".at present in town
but contemplates returning to San Fran-

cisco at an early date,

—_———
Police Court.

[Before Judge Richards].
Lizzie Reid, charged with steailng $20
from A. Hume. The man failed to ap-
pear, and the charge against Lizzie was
dismissed. : ;
James Gleason, charged with assaulting
an Indian womarn, was dismissed.
Lucy Brown, charged with being drunk,
was fined $5 or imprisonment for one
week.
Alfred Townsend, remanded; charged
with robbing Michael Young’s residence,
was further remanded until to-day.

RTRESNTIT
Contributions to the Museum.
The following are the contributions to
the museum for February: Victoria—H.
Rutland, silver coin; Capt. Caulder, crys-
tals; Walter M‘B. Smith, one grebe;
Driard House, shells; James Orr, M. P. P,
samples of first woollen good. made in
the provincs, at New Westminster.  Ash-
down Green, specimens of fish and shells;
J. Jaques, asbestos from Esquimalt dis-
trict; ‘H. P. Halpenny, one merganser;
8. Whittaker, one flicker; T. €. Cole,
Pavilion, one black wolf; John M. Jones,
Somenos, one kinglet; Edward Roseman,
Salt Spring Island, number of Indian
arréw-heads and spears.

AR e
Lost His Grip.

This morning while a young man
named Cramglall was climbing from the
deck of the Fairy Queen on to the wharf,
his hand slipped and he fell back into the
watér and disappeared below the surface.
Capt. Cooper, who was on the deck of the
Fairy Queen at the time, saw the acci-
dent, and, without a moment’s hesitation,
plunged in after Crandall, brought him to
the surface and kept his*head above water

ance with a plank, when both were got on
board. Crandall not being.able to swim,
would in all probability have been drowned
but for the prowmptaction of Capt. Cooper.
This is the third man Capt. Cooper has
saved from drowning, and it will be no
small recommendation to.the Fairy Queen
to be commanded by such a courageous
man. —Columbian.
L
The Snow Storm.

Says the Columbian: The snow storm
that visited various portions of the coast
last week was oue of the most peculiar
ever experienced. It was not genmeral,
but seemed to strike ‘points along the
coast atwide intervals, some places very
lightly, and at others the heaviest of the
winter. - Capt. Rogers says when he left
Nanaimo on Thursday it was snowing, but
on reaching Hornby Island the weather
was clear, while at Comox a heavy storm
was in progress. The farmers in rear of
Comox were ploughing on Wednesday,
and were somewhat surprised on Thurs-
day morning to find-7 inches of snow on
the ground. It continued snowing all
day, and when the storin ceased it was
found 24 inches had fallen, the greatest
fall recorded there. When the Dunsmuir
left Comox there were 7 inches of snew
on the wharf, and when passing Hornby
Island and Basin Sound no snow was
noticeable.

g L
East Point Saturna Island Light.
The following is from the Canada Gasette:
A lighthouse, established by the govern-
ment of Canada on East’Point, Saturna
Island, British Columbia, at the junction
of Stuart channel with the Gulf of Geor-
gia, was put in operation on the 1st inst,
Lat. . 48° 47 O
Long. W.123° 3 o
The light is a revolving white light, the
flashes attaining their greatest brilliancy
every 30-seconds. The illuminating ap-
paratus is catoptric. . The light is elevated
140 feet above high water mark and should
be vis'ble a distance of 18 miles over an
arc of 278 7-16” between the bearings of
?. E. 3 N. round by W. to 8. E. by E.
E.
The main building consists of a square
wooden tower 60 feet high fiom the
ground to the vane on the lantern, with
keeper’s dwelling attached; . it is painted
white,
mounts the tower red.
The light should not be
within a mile and a half from northerly or
westerly directions to avoid the dangerous
ground in that locality,
This notice affects admiral: v ciiarts Nos.
1917, 26897and 2840,

|and by 6 o’clock h

until Mr. Ed. Port came to their assist- |-
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the meeting being adjourned for lack tI;
an audience. : )

g bridge yesterday

and about 4 o’clock P:m. the tra
to drive spikes on the swir

morning
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12 bridge,
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fron} Cormorant Street, and much 3;11‘12.

faction was expressed at the character f
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i The Overiand Monthly,

.The leading feature of the present v,
will be illustrated descriptilve artigl(m
Without the Overland Monthly it i im.

P informed upon the .
sources and growth of the Pacific coast
magazine: is essential to the home-
seeker and:investor. To lovers of Iim‘:;
ture the Overland offers each month the
best product of a group of -new and bri]l;.
ant writers, Its stories of Western 4.
venture, A ™ sbudies, - and Pionce,
sketch &t the entire range of 1\ .,
tern lifé' #rem mining-eamp days to (),
living predent. Tts Bterary reviews, ed;.
terials, and ‘poéms rank with the best of
eastern work, ‘
il L
Z Marine Disaster.

The steamer Alice Garrett, with seven.
teen passengers aboard, capsized off Spear
street: wharf, Sun Francisco, on Monday
morning: during & gale. No lives were
lost, as several of the passengers jumiped
on to the wharf as the stéimer neared |
The steamer was a stern-wheeler, |50
feet long and 30 feet beam, 6 feet depth
of hold, and had a carTying capacity of
485 tons.  She was insured for $20,000)
All the persons on board the Alice (i
rett were cabin passengers of the City of
Peking, and after being released i,
quarantine: they dispersed as best
could. - Their escape from death un iy
the circuinstances is considered marvel-
ous.

ar

LB
The Mineérs' Mecting.

The meeting announced to be held
Philharmonic Hall last evening in the in-
terests of the coal miners, proved a <l
failure in eonsequence of not being adver
tised in Tae Coronist, Mayor Grant,
Messrs. Beaven and Humphreys, and .
handful of other politicians, were present,
but after waiting impatiently until afrer
eight o'clock; and there being no sigus of
the audience growing larger. His Wors!,1,
after consulting with Messis. Be:
Hamphreys and McClymont, mountel
the stage and informed all present thar
the object for which the meeting was cull
ed was one of great importance, it
been decided fo postpone the et
until Thursday night, when an cffi,
would be made to secure a larver u
tendance.

s g

A NUISANCE.

How Customs Officers are Pestered by Ldlers
on the City Doeks on the Arrival
of Steamers.

* Here ! get out of this just as fast s
you can, or I'll put you out mighty soon.
Where i8 that policeman that I've .o,
asking for so long 27

These words fell from the lips of a cus
tom house officer yesterday, and .
directed at one of the many idlers w1l
curious people who block up the
way of the Sound steamers every
The man, with a disappointed exp

on his countenanece, slunk out of the wur
followed by others who evidently did 1ot
desire the experience of being ignoiui
ously pushed out..

Turning to a reporter the officer «ii
**I've stood this thing long enough. \\
business have these bummers got col
around here, peermg into the ba
passengers, I'd like to know? I've

the authorities to send a policeman o
here to clear the wharf, but only once i
a while does one take the trouble to )
pear on the scene. Of course a fcliin
does not like to abuse people, and | (-
not; know that it is my place to do so, b
I'm here to examine foreign passenyers
and do not like to be interfered with.
The official is about right in his re-
marks, for it is a great annoyance to (.
passengers to be jostled about by ¢
crowds of people who congrey
Turner, Beeton & Oo’s dock. Yes

no policeman was in sight, and aithoucsh
hitherto given the greatest latitude, thc
crowd went too far, thus - causins
rumpus, which at any time is disagroeal
Gates were erected some time avo by
Messrs. Turner, Beeton & Co. beyonid
which no one was to be allowed to piiss,
but it stands to reason that they must
have help to exclude people, and the city
authorities are the ones to provide it. In
other ports a policeman is stationed ut
every dock, and his duty is to forbid th-
entrance of auyone who has no business
thers. If the person refuses to subuit v
the rule, he is either thrown out or ar
rested for his assurance. 1t is boped that
something will be done at once in this

important matter.

e
LOCAL BRIEFS.

8. 8. Abyssinia passed down yesterda,
The train yesterday only came through

from Winnipeg, indicating trouble on tl
Lake Superior seetion.
with the iron lantern which sur-|°
fwas held in Harmony Hall last weel,
approached | received $25 instead of $15, as stated iu
our columns yesterday,

The widow, for whose benefit a socil

Although W. T. Coleman has declinel

the appointment of U. S. Commissionci
to  Australia, President Cleveland will
choose another California man.

Wn H,
Deputy Mir Mar
Department of ,Marine, {.ttawa
January, 1888, 4
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R. E. Converss “dne.

A large audience arroncéd the cony.

sazione given in Hur 1okt "1all iast eve-

uning by the ladies e/ i Jieformad Epis-

copal ehurch. = The prosvs mnie which was

arranged in an excolle

great satisfaction o all.
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ived from. Washington Territory with
i Snffolk  Puunch stallion,

l 26 aplendid mares.
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tion made vacany Ly him

ibia

The Presbytery of British

will meet this morning in\the First bres-
byterian Church, Pandora street. At 7:3
. m. the services of the imduction of °

v. Mr. McLeod will begin in St. An-

drew’s Presbyterian Church.

We are permitted to state in this even

ing’s issue that plans are now being pre-

pared for Port Townsend’s first street
g uﬂ“y’ which i8 to ke built from Water

street: to the residence part of the t

on the hln.?—P. 4 13 Argus.
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