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His Lordship's views of the principles affecting the administration of Colonial Go-
vernimen, as applicable to this Province in sonie importait particulars, vith that
respect, and give to it that consideration which arc due to the opinions of Her
Mujesty's Governnent, on a subject calculated to exercise. a powerful influence
over the future prosperity of Nova-Scotia.

It is Iighily gratifying to us to learn that a good and practicable Line for the
projected Railroad between this Port and Quebec, has been ascertainecd by the
Oflicers to whon that exploration was confided ; and ve shall t, prepared to
make provision for the paymeut of the proportion whicih this Province ought to
contribute, of' the expenses that have attended that exploration. We thank Your
Excellency for the offer of your aid in forwarding such mensures as nay be proper,
consistently with the various wants and interests of the Province, for promîoting
so great a national undertaking.

The question of the surrender of the Crown Estate in Nova-Scotia Io the con-
trol and management of the Local Legislature, in exchange for a Civil List, shall
receive from us that prompt and earnest consideration which its acknowledged
importance demands.

On a subject so interesting as the future management of the Post Office De-
partment throughout the North American Provinces, and the regulation of the
Postage payabla on the transmission of Letters, it will afford us a high measure
of gratification to reccive through Your Excellency, a proposal which shall he found
conducive to the convenience and the social and intellectual advancement of the
people, aind the general interests of this Province.

We deplore with Your Fxcellency the deficieincy in the Crops, that lias, in a great
degree, during the last season, disappointed the hopes of the Farmer, whilst it is
consolalory to believe that the Fisheries have, in general, reached their ordinary
productiveness ; and it is matter of gratification to be informed that the Revenue
paid and received during 1817, equals in ainount that of the preceding year.

We thank Your Excellency for assuring us that the Accounts of the Public Re-
ceipts and Expenditures, during the last year, will be laid before us at the earliest
practicable period.

We regret to learn that some considerable expenses have been unavoidably in-
curred, in consequence of an unexpected influx of Pauper Emigration ; and we are
gratified to receive Your Excellency's congratulations upon the comparative exemp-
tion which has been experienced by Nova-Scotia during the past year, from that
sad extent of calamity by which the neighbouring Provinces of Canada and New-
Brunswick have been, and continue to he, aillicted.

Ve regret to be informed by Your Excellency that distress, to a very consider-
able extent, exists among our own Settlers, and the Indians, in some parts of the
Province, especially Cape-Breton, in consequence of the failure of the Crops ge-
nerally, but more especially of Potatocs.

It affords us satisfaction to be informed, that in affording relief in these cases to
a moderato, but it is believed, to a suflicient extent to guard against absolute des-
titution, Your Excellency has exercised such precautious for the ultimate protec-
tion of the Revenue, as were in your power, and we shall give our attentive con-
sideration to the accounts of these expenditures when laid before us.

Your Excellency's assurance of your readiness, at all times, freely to commu-
nicate, and cordially to co-operate with the Legislative Council and House of As-
sembly, for the advancement of any object which may appear calculated to pro-
mote the truc interests, prospects, and happiness of Her Majesty's loyal subjects
of Nova-Scotia, w«e accept with pleasure, and gratefully acknowledge.

While we are fully sensible of the importance of the various subjects submitted
by Your Excellency for our consideration, we feel that in the course it may be ad-
visable to pursue, with reference to measures so intinately connected with the

interests


