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from the know Mgr that one merchant b baying 
cheaper t*mi his neighbors in the liade, there is 
a worse evil ami more pernieioua in its results 
than the lose arising frusu Selling go4*U too chei p- 
lv, or buying too dearly. By this system duplic­
ity b encouraged among mercantile sueu. ll'the 
head of a bouse practices this Usage, the example 
must be folloved by idl, from th4 salesman to 
the errand boy, thus inculcating into the minds 
of employees—who are to become our future mer­
chants—the idea that he who ran chive the lient 
bargain, no matter by what means B b done, is 
the smartest business man. In sttch a house, 
what chance for advancement has aai honest and 
truthful salesman I If he cannot guaiantre adul­
terated goods to be pure, or make bad ones ap­
pear good, if he does not obtain full prices for 
poor articles, if he refuses to misrepresent an ar­
ticle in order to make a sale, he has a very poor 
chance for promotion, while a smart hut unprin­
cipled man, who can propitiate his Conscience by 
the excuse of keeping even or going ahead of his 
fellows is applaftded and flattered for his superior 
shrewdness. Like many other disreputable inc- 

• tiers, tlib evil b gradually giving way to better 
principles. Our leading merchants recognize the 
importance of having honest truthful men in their 
employ. A fair profit and only one price gives 
tlic buyer perfect assurance that lie obtains his 
goods at the same prier as ths other merchants 
who buy from the same house. Prict*, of course, 
fluctuate with the ever changing condition of the 
market, but there b no excuse, en any well- 
founded argument in favor of adhering to the 
practice of selling more cheaply to tae cash cus­
tomer than to another, when both pun h isc at 
the same time. The spfead of intelligence annn.' 
merchants generally, by means of coyunen ial pa­
pers, lias done and b doing much to restrain the 
dishonest practice of some business men. In 
whatever part ef the country a man inay reside, 
however remote from the centres of trade, he can 
by means of trade journals and can-felly prejiarad 
price-currents obtain an accurate knowledge of 
what is going on in his particular branch of trade, 
and through them can keep hirusetf posted in 
prices of all descriptions of mrrchaiuMsc which he 
sells. It is thb publicity that prevents extreme

firicea being made by business men in the same 
ocality, and accounts for the fact that a very 

near assimilation of values prevail* for the same 
styles and qualities of goods among loading house* 
in all the chiif cities in the country.'—Am
Grocer.

OIL MATTERS AT PETR'
(jlLIA.

Proai our Own Correspondent )
1'itboiia, March 27, 1871.

Things here are more animated ; (Rude is held 
higher and producers are not anxious to sell even 
at the improved prices ; the production, for the 
last week b not quite up to the jtrevious one, 
but in fully 5,000 bb!a. The shipments are 
about the same. Mr McMillan has a very fine 
show in lib new well ou lib lot ; and Mr. Hyde 
b reported to have a good show in kb well near 
the Parsons, on the same lot. No transactions 
in the sale of land to note ; refiners arc getting 
ready for spring work ; export trade still flourish­
ing.

Crude oil............... ........#1.40 ta $1.50.
IU-iincd....................i . ... 20. .

“SELLING OFF AT VllSf.”

We met Muggins, the other day, in quandary. 
He stood upon the street corner contemplating a 
pair of kid gloves which he held in Isis hand. We 
accost'd him, and asked him why he thus solemnly 
meditated. He gave a sudden start, and looked 
up.

“ Ah ! Ah a-ah ! 1/ye See these gloves ?”
We raw them.
“ D'ye know Smolÿogton ?" *
We knew him.__

“ Well," explained Muggins, "I was coming 
by Smokington* thb morning, and 1 saw stuck 
up all over the front of kb store, big signs of 
“ Selling off a ! Coati" Ti.iuks 1 to myself, here's 
a chance, ami went and bought these gloves and 
half a dofeu li indkerchiel'a. 1 asked Smokington 
was he selling :o me at coat, and he said ‘Certain­
ly,’ I earned tbr handkerviief* home and ask y I my 
wife to hem thym. She asked me what I paid f»»r 
them, and whqn I told her she laughed, and said 
I'd lieen cheated. They were not linen at all — 
only cotton—-vnd she^-ould buy' any quantity of 
them for just 1 alf what 1 liad paid. 1 wouldn't 
believe her. knew, or thought 1 knew, Smok- 
ington to be a (nan of honor. 1 came out and put 
on my new gloves. They rippeil. Jones saw em 
and asked what I paid. *1 told him. He laughed, 
and said I’d been cheated. He could s< 11 the 
very same artii le for leas than half what I had 
pm. l

Now, what I wayt to know is, is Smokington 
a cheat ? Ha* he been lying to me ?"

We asked juggins why he didn't go down and 
ascertain ! 114 wanted us to go with him; and we 
went - ,

We found Sgmkington verçr smiling and very 
busy—custoniers pleutv. and goods going o!f at a 
rush ; but at l.-ngth "Muggins managed to draw 
him aside, when he s|«oke as follows

“Look here, Smokington, old boy—you've 
cheated me."

“ Eh?—cheated, Mr. Muggins? Really, I don’t 
£££ **

“ Didn’t yod tell me you arc re selling me these 
things at cost ? and ain't you telling evetybody so 
by the signs ye a're get stuck up? "

Smokington pmiled, ami said—‘certainly/
“ Well, " detnanded Muggins, with immense 

assurance and : odiguation, “do you mean to say 
that veu sold »e these gloves, and these cotton 
handkerchiefs, at coat ?"

•' Certainly. '
“ Smokingtt u ! I thought you were a man of 

honor. " [
“My dear Muggins,” said the tmd#r,. irith a 

smile "that VUi fairly bewitching, “ you don't 
understand three things. It b all light 1 sold 
to you just as I said. Of courw 1 could not afford 
to sell goods for what they coat w'. I iin er//i*f 
off ar cost to the COSTUME* ! D'ye see it nowr" 

Muggins considers himself enlightened in the 
especial comnnhvial department of “ Selling off at 
coat but he thinks he shall never be abl* to 
put full confidence in Smokington again

^isaerial.
TORONTO STOCK MARKET.

Reported Sr Blsikir k Alexsnder. Drok' r«.
Toao/to, March 29, 1871.

The business of the week in Stocks has been 
Urge, ami last week's quot itious are more than 
sustained under the continued demand. The 
market b slrooàt bare of firat-rlasa Del-entures.

Bonis.—Commerce show, a further advanee and 
continues active with large sales at 135 and 1354 
for delivery 1-t May and latyrra now at 1344 for 
cash. Some ! small amounts of Toronto were 
placed 'at 160 up to 1674. holders of round 
amounts are a*ing 175. Royal continues very 
active with said* at 100, 101 and 1014- Ontario 
b in good demand and moving at 113 In 1134, 
holders asking 114. Montreal has ruled rather 
quiet, but keep# steady at 240 to 2414- A good 
business was done in Merchants at from 119] to 
12#]. Buyers of City are offering 94 with sellers 
at 95.

Bond*. —-Government* “Fives” sterling are 
wanted at Sf7, end “ Sixes” at l<l54t but tin vraie 
none offering at these figures. Dominion Stork 
would he taken at II04 with sellers at 111|. 
Buyers of City Bunds at 934, holders asking 94 
Sales of Count!* wr-r made at 1034. with a good ;

demand for first-class. Townships are wanted •
96 to 964, but are very scarce.

Sundries.—Much enquiry b made for Freehold 
Building Society at 134 to 134% without sellers at 
these figures. Canada Permanent would be taken 
at 1464, but not to be had under 150. Sales ot 
Western Canada were made at 133 with a good 
demand. Buyers of Union would give 115, but 
there are no sellers. Building and Loan sold at 
107] and 106 and scarce. The market waa cleared 
of Canada Landed Credit at 102. 120 was offered 
for Western Assurance and refused, sellera asking, 
up to 130. British America b wanted at 87, with 
little offering. City Gas it quite nominal at 120.

MONTREAL STOCK AND MONEY MARKET.

Reported by Mardoagall k Davidson, Brokers.
Moxtseal, March 28, 1871. *

Business has been active during the past week, 
and the tendency of all Bank stocks has been up­
wards, with the sole exception of Bank of Mont­
real, which sold below the closing quotations of 
last week. i

Bonis. — Montreal has not been very active— 
the bulk of sales being at 2404 and 24">] up to 
to-day, when 100 share* were taken at 241, and 
more "asked for. No British offered—commande 
1094- Very little City offering, the quota tat ions 
being, burets at 944. sellera at 93. Not a share 
of Pe .pie's in market—1074 would be jmid. On­
tario béa advanced to 113, the market closing 
with buyers at that rate and sellers at 114. Mol- " 
sons—books closed. Merchants’ has advanced,
with sales to-day at 122 and 1224," there being 
sellers Still at this higher rate. Toronto has been 
•old to some extent at various rates pp to 169, at 
which there are to-day buyers and no sellers. No 
Jacques Cartier offered ; buyers at 120. Sellers 
of Quebec at 119, buyerg offering 1174- No sel­
lers of Nationale under 125, nor buyers over 1184- 
No Eastern Townships offered ; buyers at 112]. 
No Union now offering, and stock has advanced-- 
with buyers at 1104. No Mechanics' offered, 
and buyers at fiS. Buyers of Commerce at 1344 
and sellers at 1354- Royal Canadian baa ad­
vanced ; sales at 100), which rate b now offered 
and refused.

Indentures. —No Governments in market. No­
thing whatever doing in Dominion Stock and 
Bonds. _Corporation Bonds are not in active de­
mand ; quotations unchanged. < 'orporation stock 
■old only to a limited extent at 1044 for sixes 
and Î18 for at vena. Nothing doing in Montreal 
Harbor Honda.

Jiadtrav Stocks and Bonds.—Very little doing 
beyond sales of Montreal à Champlain first mort­
gage “ sixes" . at 91, and of second mortgage 
“eights "at 1014.

Sundries.—Nothing doing in Montreal Tele­
graph in consequence of the scarcity of stock— 
nominally 178 to 185. Sales of Richelieu Navi-

Çition to some extent at 1884 and 189. Canadian 
avigation b offered at lOOfi with bayera at 994- 

Salcs of City Passenger Railway at 280 x. d. ; a 
dividend of 4 per cent and a bonus of 2 |«r cent 
for the pest 6 mouths is payable on letprox. No­
thing doing in City Usa, and quotations are nom­
inal. Nothing whatever done in Mining Stocks 
during the week ; quotations remain unchanged.

Exchange.—Steady during the week at 9] to 10 
prrm. for 60 days Bankers' sterling ; very little 
■juivate being for the moment offering.

HAMILTON MONEY MARKET.

Reported t>y Stinson's Rank.
Hamilton, March. 29, 1871. 

During the peat week an increased activity is 
the stock roaArt may be noted, with,a Is-tter 
demand fur money. All leading hunk stocks have 
advau.-ed, ami holders are looking lor a still fur- - 
ther advance. Very few firat-cUea mortgages or } 
county debentures are offering. Three is a good’ 
demand for New York exchange, in the antici]*- 
tiou of a still further decline in gold.

1


