by G

g

oSy e oAt

i
f i i g
4
3 ¥
# 18 1
i g\
fi |
|
|
:

308 FARMDR'S

Bachelor Problems

In contributing to this interesting discussion of
bachelor problems, I would like to begin by endorsing
most emphatically the opinion which has been ex-
pressed by “One of the Many"” and other writers,
that the first thing the homesteader needs on his own
little piece of Canada is a wife. But as these letters
are intended chiefly for the assistance of bachelor
homesteaders, I will not enlarge upon that side of the
question, except to say that my own experience and
observation, extending over two winters and one
summer of homesteading and batching, have brought
me to the firm conclusion that a suitable marriage
will not only bring a homesteader a great deal of
happiness and comfort, but will also be profitable to
him and his partner. Some homesteaders say thev
cannot afford to get married; when, if they only knew
it, they cannot afford to stay single. But supposing
the homesteader is a bachelor, there is still no reason
why he should not make his shack comfortable and
homelike, and at the same time inexpensive. There
are many ways of building and I have {)vcn into almost
every kind of dwelling, costing from $20 to $2,000 and
built of sod, logs, and lumber. The warmest place
I ever was in was the sod shanty of a neighbor of
mine, but on the other hand, there is another sod
building only a short distance away, which was built
in the summer of 1907 and had to be abandoned
last winter because it could not be kept warm. The
first was built of good tough sods taken from low
ground where the grass roots were thick and strong;
it was carefully built so that no holes or chinks were
left, and it was finished with a coat of plaster (made
from the subsoil clay with some finely chopped straw,
and a very little horse manure). The cost of this
building was very small. There was lumber for the
floor and door, a window, half a dozen I gs for ridge

oles and supports, and the hire of a team to plow and

aul the sods, and then the plastering which a
Doukhobor _did for five dollars, about $25 in all,
and a few day’s work by the owner. The other sod
shanty was built carelessly, the fatal mistake was
made of taking sods where the land was sandy, and
the result was that it began to fall down before it had
been built six months, and was then useless
_ If thereis timber near, a log building, well plastered,
1s to be recommended, but where logs cannot be
conveniently procured, and lumber is too expensive
for the homesteader, a sod building, ecither for house
or stable, will prove warm and comfortable and will
meet the requirements of most homesteaders until
they can afford a more permanent and handsome
home. If the money can be spared, a lumber shack
is perhaps preferable, and this should be planned so
that it may be added to in the future. 1 have a lum-
ber shack 12 by 14 feet, with 8 foot walls and a peak
roof 12 feet high in the center. There is a door and
window on the south side and a window in the ea
To this I can add a lean-to on the north, 8 by 14, to
be used as granary while mny crop 1s small, then as an
addition to the dwelling house, and by and by I can
build a two storey house on the west
the original building as a kitchen

The homesteader will find that he can use lots of
money before he gets well started on his place, but
if he is resourceful and determined, he will find he
can still get along after his stock of cash is ex}
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neighbors In most districts there are men with all

kinds of outfits. Some have good horses and com

plete outfits of machinery, others, perhaps, have a
yoke of oxen, a plow, and a wagon, and there are
others again whose entire stock and implements

consist of a cat, a spade, and an axe. Perhaps none
of them have any too much money, and so an ex
change of labo The man without horses
grubs out patches of scrub, drives a team, pitches
hayv, and helps on the many occasions when an extra
man 1s needed, and in return the other breaks a few
acres of iand, puts in a bit of crop, or lends a team for
a few days. In this wav, homesteaders can help one
another to their mutual advantage, and I,
without horses, got a considerable amount of 1m-
provements done to myv quarter section last vear by
helping my neighbors erect buildings, clear land, put
up hay, and harvest crops. The wife of my nearest
neighbor makes a regular income by selling milk and
bread to the bachelors of the immediate district,
and there are something 1f

1s arranged

as one

many wa of earni
Even a b:
should keep a cow and also make
I did both last summer, but sold the cow
when [ left the homestead for a few weeks
to be paid for her with breaking next
Bread-making is difficult in winter unless a fire i
kept a t most of the night, but in warn

making baking powder biscuit

one 18 anxious to do so

1 weather

1T 1S Just as easy as

or bannock, with which' many bachelors content
themselves I have often been asked for mv receipt
for bread [ will give 1t here Buv a box of vea

cakes and follow the directions on the box
Many people suppose that the life of a bachel

eader 1s necessarily dull, especially during t!
winter months, but this i1s not the case, in this di
ict at any rate A n 11l not be dull if he 1}
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a trip to select his land, for the building of his house
for furniture, for provisions, and for breaking. |t
will cost $4.50 or $4.75 for every acre he break:
$3.00 for breaking and $1.50 or $1.75 for I){u‘kgctyu
or discing and harrowing, and then he will have t,
find more money next spring for seed and seeding
Personally, I should not care to start homesteading
on the smallest scale with less than £500, and w
that sum one will probably find it necessary to save
a little more by working at his own trade during the
six months that he is not required to spend on his
land.

Grevstone, Sask.

T. W, Waz:

A Saskatchewan Bachelor’s Shack

Eprror FARMER'S ADVOCATE!

In the last few issues, various readers have been
liscussing the different styles of a bachelor’s shack,
and 1 quite agree with a lot that has been said, but
think that some of the plans and descriptions can be
improved upon a little. 1 am a homesteader myself,

) can quite appreciate the arm chair or rocker, as |
have one myself and think it quite indispensable,
although I own it is an extra item of expense, but
think of the hours of ease a man can have m one of
them during the long winter months, especially if he i1
1 reader of the FARMER 'S ADVOCATE

[ am enclosing a rough plan of my shack and any
one building a shack similar to mine will find 1t very
onvenient. 1 would certainly recommend any bach
elor to have a folding bed, as not only does 1t give you
more room in the davtime, but the top of it makes a
piece of furniture and there are many people who
haven’t the least idea that it is a bed

Another convenient thing for a bachelor to have 1s
a kitchen table cooking cabinet, as it not only serves
as a table if you have company and require to use it
as such, but it keeps your flour, sugar, oatmeal and
other sundry cooking materials, nice and clean and
very handy to get at If a man has the money to
spare, he can invest a few dollars to a great advantage
in a small writing desk, as then he has a place to keep
1l his papers and odds and ends, without leaving
them all around the shack, never knowing where to
find any particular letter or thing he requires

Another convenience i1s a small wardrobe or clothes

closet in one corner. My shack is 12’ x 16’ with 8"
studding, so in one corner I made a clothes closet and
use the upper 64" as such, I have five drawers in the
bottom, three on one side and two on the other
The two serve as a back to the three. 1 made the top
one the full length and two thirds of the width of the
closet which is 3 ft. square, so the drawer is 3 ft. long
and 2 ft. wide and 1 ft. deep, and the two bottom
ones are 6 ins. deep and half the size of the top one.
These three open to the front and the two that open
at the side are the full I ngth of the closet and 9 inches
deep, with a couple of rtition The ones at the
wde also serve as the back of the ones in front

In another corner I have a three-cornered cup

board for di which, equippe
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