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does not seem easily frightened, but it o
lace to place so quickly that it is hard to get a .
E)ok at 1t.

About a week ago one flew into ocur woodsh
where house-flies were quite plentiful. There it
caught, and brought into the house by my mother
While she held it in her hand I put my finger close to
it, to stroke its head. The little creature pecked
viciously. We shut it in a bedroom. At first il
flew a couple of times against the window, half
stunning itself. I feared it would die, but as it did
not try to fly out again we decided to let it remain
where it was till morning. Within two hours after

sunrise next day it had eaten the stray flies that were died in the asylum at Branc

in the room. Later in the day it perched on the

mirror and watched inquisitively while I brushed my ©ther parts of the world.

hair. Next day we brought it down to the dining-
room and kitchen, where the flies were thick. All

farmers understand how hard it is to keep a house farms, has just concluded a tour of Vancouver island,

free from flies in August. We had been fighting them

with fly-paper and fiy-poisons, but they were steadily farm.

on the increase.

Well, Mr. Nuthatch went at once to work to catch
flies. He caught them on the windows and ceilings
and walls, and went into every corner. We put
away all the fly-poisons, leaving the work all to the
smart little bird. And he has done his work well.
Hardly a fly is now visible, and we are wondering how
we will let 1n enough to feed him till fly season is over.
With a little dish of clean water, and the freedom of
the house, he seems quite contented, his only wish
being for more flies. If we could only provide for him
in the winter time.the problemof flies about the house
would be solved.

Now farmers, just count the flies in one sheet of
tangle-foot, when 1t 1s full. Then count the sheets
your wife uses in a week or two; and notice that there
seems as many fliesin the house as ever.

If one little bird can in a few days not only eat as
many flies as the tangle-foot catches,but also so many
more so that the house is free from flies throughout,
then we can have an idea what a farm would be like
without any birds.

All through the summer, birds in large numbers
hunt insects over our farms. If a few of them like a
taste of grain or fruit in the fall, I think we can spare it
to them ungrudgingly. They have earned it fairly
enough. A .

And in connection with the insect-eating birds
comes the question of raising trees. When the settler
first moves out on to a bare prairie farm, only a few
varieties of small birds are seen. These are the birds
that build their nests on the ground, sheltered by the
tufts of thick grass.. But if the settler plants clumps
of bushes and trees about his house and grounds
almost at once more birds come. They love the
shelter of the trees. It does not require that the trees
be large ones either; but they should not be severely
pruned. Many branches will answer best to coax
the birds to take shelter amongst them. Thick
bushes like the lilac are especially inviting to our
friend Mr. Robin; while the spreading.branches of
the Manitoba maple make a splendid home for the
blackbirds, wrens, and wild canaries.

Of course it will be better if Mr. Robin does not
build too near the strawberry patch. Do you know
what he did here once? He raised his family in the
seclusion of a hedge of wild choke-cherries, and I
felt that the strawberries were safe. Just when the
berries were ripe Mr. and Mrs. Robin told their
babies it was time they learned to fly. As soon as
they could fly thatdistance they moved to the straw-
berry patch, where I often saw them hiding beneath the
leaves. I thought it showed quite a lot of wisdom on
the part of the parent birds. It was so much easier
to take the baby birds to the berries,than to take the
berries to the baby birds. I did not drive them away,
but I often wished that they would not wake up
quite so early in the morning. [ think they deserved
a few berries after hunting worms and bugs all sum
mer.

Before 1 close let me say a word for another
friend of ours. He is not so attractive as the birds,
and as far as I know he sings no song, but he ‘hunts
up worms and beetles and grasshoppers without
number. He never does hurt to any man, but many
men are inclined to hurt him. He is the bright-
colored garter snake, than which we have no better
friend. Do not kill him, boys. He will not do any-
thing any harm. You might pick him up and carry
him about in your hands all day, and he »\\:mlll'i never
try to hurt you—he could not hurt you if he would.
Let him crawl away unmolested. Your fields may

be saved from the ravages of cut-worms or grass-
hoppers by him, for I assure you he eats myriads of
them, =

funy people in the West think ”“”. our “Ixtllv
beown” lizard (or properly speaking, °~mnewt ) 18
I nous, and will bite. I have handled many of
tl , and have found them very harmless and very
tirnd. They always make me think of helpless

? .. You will think the same if youlook closely
ir tiny hands, so much like a young child’s.

«d of biting, the lizard will press 1ts lips

v together that it is almost 1mpo: uH_rlv to force

yuth open without making the delicate gums

[ know one young lady who \\’:U not_go t

llar alone for p(,;tatocs, because she fears find:
rd there. It is such an absurd notion. W
. poor creature thinks of is to hide aw:iyv when
ne comes near. I think the lizard sometimes
nto cellars in search of beetles and cric
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For the first time 14wy years a member of the

British royal family h ¢ hooted and mobbed
F'ELD NOTES by the public. Princ \rthur of Connaught while
reviewing the Beys' Brigade in Glasgow the other
—————— —_— —— day, met with an extraordinary demonstration,
Events of the week. in which t‘l\"Crtllxlel\(llhi. i"n‘l\ men sought to mob his
carriage. Foiled in this by the police, they hooted
and jeered, sang the Marseiiiaise and other revolution-
ary songs for several hours. “*Uown with all Royal-
ty,” was the slogan of the mob. and ‘*Keep the Red
Flag Flying,” its refrain. A large number of men in
Glasgow are out of employmient, and urged on by
lon last week. Deceased Socialist agitators and anarchists re evidently led
i to organize the demonstration. .\ recurrence of

disorder in the city is feared.

CANADIAN.
The Railway Commission is holding court in

Ry * x  k
Randall Roberts, a first cousin of Lord Roberts,

was an old soldier, having seen service in India anc

* kX

Hints on Shipping Grain

Dr. Saunders, director of government experimental
with the object of selecting a site for an experimental Epitor FARMER’S ADVOCATE :
) Now that the grain shipping season has arrived,
k. x F , ) [ thought it well to write a short letter advising
Nothing new develops in the strike of the C. P. R., how loss and trouble can be avoided, to a 1:11"\"(‘
mechanics. The company is reported to be bringing .y tent by the shippers using a little care. There
in several hundred skilled men from England for hae heen corsideratile fm%th'n Sonit HeteEts o
the western shops. The strikers are depending on t}‘ ) EPRGa l ¥ ]". : - me CISLrICLs of
the expected grain blockade to end the trouble. - _[vr( ).\'m(( e OW 1ying parts of fields A1e
5 5 most likely to be caught with frost. Before
The Canadian Pacific lately has been having serious threshing or stacking is the best time to guard
difficulties along its main line from Winnipeg to against 1““5‘1‘,\' stacking or threshing the frosted
North Bay. Floods this side of Port Arthur, bridges parts first, taking care that part of the best grain
burned out further east, and other accidents of aminor goes with the frosted, rather than the frosted
nature, have necessitated the sending of the trans- with the good. If this is carefully done it will
continental trains on several occasions (j:'ist V:md west gave serious loss to the Shipp(‘r. Last season
via the Soo line through Sudbury and St. Paul. [ advised a party to do this, with the result that
* * * ) the greater part of his crop graded No. 1 Nor-
Serious forest fires have l_wv)n raging for the week therp part No. 3 Northern and the balance No. 5.
past within a few miles of Port Arthur and Fort A a5 called at my office a short time ago, and I
William. The mountain to the west of the cities dexd hi i 7 : woard 5
has been burnt over, the fire at one time reaching in asked him his opinion in regard to the damage
between the two cities and grave fears were enter- from frost this season. He told me he thought
tained that the two places would be destroyed. the higher parts of his land had escaped, but that
Later reports indicate that danger for the time the lower parts were damaged. He told me that he
being is past. advised his tenant to thresh the lower parts
N first, and keep the grain separate, I have known
After 46 years in Fort Chippewayan, where for f some cars losing two grades on account of a
almost half a Cen_t“.‘{.y htq rf\“]\(,‘\li:"l\?:ﬁt "":rt]]f‘::")tlzl);)t"t slight mixture of frosted grain in them.
Sy civilization. : >, an e 5 S 1S e P 1
;tf\tl\:]et 111(11:;:1;?’; i;:\v Company, arrived at lidm](mtun ,AS Asm.ut i much ‘m(‘m‘ prevalent in the wheat
Iv and leaves shortly to visit with his wife and this season, farmers should take _great care to
his old home in the Orkney islands. Wylie keep any wheat that is even slightly tagged,
to Fort Chippewayan overland from Norway separate from the better grades, as when a car
House in 1862 and has remained at that post up to the 1s graded rejected on account of smut it means
present time as blacksmith for the company. a serious loss. I have always found it best to
* kX ) sell this class of wheat without being treated, as .
W. J. Rutherford, professor of animal husbandry 1,56 49 there are buyers in the market for it at
in the Manitoba Agricultural, 1s Neparied 19 ]\mvc a reasonable spread in price. And I have found
resigned his position to accept of the deputy com- J "o "o, ce \with all grain that has been gradec
missionership of agriculture in has_k:ttc}ww:m. Pro- "% D @l gEle at fias been gra ed as
fessor Rutherford came to Manitoba from Iowa 1O grade tough, while there are buyers in the
when the college was founded here two years ago, market for it n this (w_nulltu_m. Sometimes it
first serving in the agronomy department,and for the cannot be sold without being dried.
past year in animal husbandry. His withdrawal at In regard to wheat that is badly mixed with
the present time leaves the institution in a serious yjld oats or barley, the bestway to handle it is
way. Only three men now remain on the teaching ¢, gecure one of the latest improved fanning
stafi. The three most important departments, ,,ijjc 4nq clean at home before shipping. Your
field husbandry, animal husbandry, and dairying are I canniot earn their wages 16 better advants
vacant. Prin(‘i])zll Black is in the east, (‘nn\tullcsclng In(’I (}‘ly 1 . o e “’*‘U’ O better advantage
e serious illness. The board is advertising for than by cleaning, as it can be cleaned to grade,
men for these three positions. and you will have a large amount of good feed
x kX that can be used to advantage on the farm. I
Dr. J. Rutherford, the veterinary director-general have advised farmers and threshers to get to-
and live stock commissioner for ‘the department of gether and come to an understanding in regard to
agriculture, has hvcn.elgctul L)\ﬂ*ﬁl«lpnt of the Ameri- using a proper seed sieve when thrcshing to
can Veterinary association. This is the largest and [, ye all the smaller seeds from the grain.
most influential body of its kirfd 1}“‘%11“ A;V_(Tflfll‘ ?miln' Threshers claim they have no right to thresh
is the first time a Canadian has been elected L0 Whe ¢ i 1 othing, which is quite true, but they can
easily estimate the number of bushels under the
een ) ... mill at each setting, and it will be better for the
The battleship St. Vincent l”,“n“h“i, 1'}.1% other day ', her to pay for this and have it at home,rather
at Portsmouth is the largest and heaviest warship S e o ’
_ : than to draw it to market and in some cases pay
in the world. . A . el : J
* *  * freicht on it to Fort William, and receive little
Chisholm. a town of 6,000 people in northern or nothing for it. There was a car arrived here
Minnesota, was burned last week by forest fires.” The a few days ago that had 99, of small seeds such
loss is in the neighborhood of $3,000,000. Other as pig weed and French weed seed. I am glad to
cities and towns in that part of the state are threat- ynow that several threshers this season have
ened with similar ‘1(,xtru(\t1:n. . adopted the plan of cleaning. J. H. Ashdown of
N Winnipeg, has a supply of V perforated zinc that
assemble in Washington, D. €., on September 21, will t”.k(‘ G !.m‘(‘kwh(%’!t "’m(l' other Sm:t_llsgc(]:i,
and continue in session until October 12 S«{HW of and will not take out any “h(.‘“t' that is fit to
the most eminent physicians and specialists in the m»:irkvt,A and we find here Ulllt 1t does not choke
world will take part in the proceedings, and notable with \\')]".71).([,\} as the wire sieves do. As an
tuberculosis or subjects related to it, example of what can be done by special cleaning,
President Roosevelt will preside. during the slack season, I had one car that was
* * X ) o oraded No. 6. [ called Mr. Horn's attention to it
The Fucharistic congress, a convention of }‘“”f“” and he acreed if I could get the terminal (*]('vator"
Catholic churchmen from all parts “,f, the ""’”M- to clean it specially, he would be willing to have
is assembled this week 1n [London. Protestant so- The. orade chanved. . The result was w A
cieties in Great Britain have objected strongly to the tHE 554 o “‘-‘1])"11(" L .1—( Sult was we received
an outturn for 9297 of No. 5 wheat and an outturn

congress lwm}g h(.]d n [,uluitvIL and riots or <1l\|n|’|i I ) ’ B } . } ) 2
Nothing, however, occurred. The for 8¢ ol feed wheat, which meant a gain to the

* * *

recent
sons,
came

presidency of it,
BRITISH AND FOREIGN.

The International congress on tuberculosis will

papers on
will be read.

were feared.

I-ucharistic congress will be held 1n 1910 in Montreal. shipper of about $78.00. In the busy season it
s o @ . would be ilﬂp(v.\ﬁll;](' to have this done at the
The Standard Oil Company 1s submitting reasons +.rminal elevators, but you can see that it would

to the United States Court of Appeals for a re-hearing pay well to have this work done at home.

of their appeal against Judge Landis ‘‘unheard of Sasine that erain is so dry this seas y

Foat of $29 000,000,and charge that judge with allow - ¢ @y & R ~€ason, care

D beida i . ' rn his decision. The com- should be taken in threshing to guard agamnst

last ditch. breaking the wheat, I have seen cars of wheat with
from 69, to as high as 149, of broken wheat in

ing outside influences to gove
pany is preparing to fight the case to the
The case will come up again in October.




