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Tidings ! glad tidings! Green Isle of the sea,* |
Wondrous the march of Messiah in thee ! '
New dispensations of mercy and power,
Blessings of Pentecost over thee shower.

Tidings ! glad tidings ! the Gospel of truth
Comes like an eagle renewed in its youth:
Mighty the armies of sin to subdue—
Mighty the broken in heart to renew.

Tidings ! glad tidings | the rebel soul bows ;
Down by the boly cross, breathing his vows ;
Christ, all triumphant, extends from above
Mercy’s gold sceptre of pardoning love,

~ings | glad tidings! the angels in heaven
Shout over penitent sinners forgiven :
Loud hallelujabs roll up through that dome,
When the poor prodigal finds his way home.

* Ireland

For the Provincial Wesleyan.

The Press.

The agencies which God employs for
good, the devil employs for evil. The Press
is oné of those mighty agencies, and the evil
productions of that mighty power are evi-
dently fearfal in their infloence in the de-
pariments of theology, of literature aud

* By thee religion, liberty, and laws
Exert their influence, and advance their ciuse; |

Bv thee worse plagues than Pharaoh's land be fo.l,;

D ffused, make earth the vestibule of hell; |
Tucu touniain at which arink the good and wise; |
Thou ever bubbling spring of endless lics;

Lke kden's dread prohationary tree,
Knowledze of Good and Evil springs from thee.”

« Naturalism,” or the denial of the Divine

Providential Government ; ¢ Atheism,” or

the denial of the Divine existence ; ¢ Pan-

theism,” or the denial of the Divine person-
ality ; “ Spiritualism,” or the denial of the

Bible redemption ; “ Indiff>rentism,” or the

denial of man's responsibility ; ¢ Formal.

i=m,” or the denial of the power of godlii.
vess ; are employing the Pressto disseminate |
their soul-destroying errors in Germany,

France, England, and America. And we

mizht add another * ism,” although it is in-

cluded in that of Formalism, known by the
name of % Tractarianism,” ot Oxford origin,
which makes the Churck: the Saviour in-
stead of Jesus; and as is is destructive of
vital godliness, and the half-way house to
the mother of harlots, it should be baptized

Anglo-Saxon Romanizm, or the high-way

to the city of the seven bhills. /The Press

in Germany (remarks a competent judge)
is, to an alarming extent steeped in infideli-
ty. This holds true both of the higher and

Jower literature. The left hand school of

Hegel knew how to find its way'among the

Jowest classes of the people by making its

philosopby popular in a flood of pamphliets,

novels, romances, &:, but no one would
credit it, up to the year 1848, In France
the feunilleton, or light French novels, the
productions of such writers as Dumas, Sand,

LEugene Sue, are demoralizing in their ten-

dencies. One Review tells us that aboat

two years &go ‘‘ the total amount of immor-

al publications has been stated at 29,000 000,

oui-numbering the total 15sues of those ot the

rciigious societies.” In the year 1851, the
pur=ly infidel press inLondon 1ssued publics-

tions amounting to more than 12,000,000;

of avowed Atheism about.640,000, and up-

wards of 17,500,000 of a negative or cor-
rapting character. All this i§ exclusive of
wkat are properly called Newspapers. The

. sent circalation in London of immoral
~tamped publications, of a half-penny to

three balf-pence each, must be over 400 000

wiekly, or 20,800,000 yearly. In sddition

to these is the weekly importation of French
pr.nts and novels, of so indecent a character
that once they could only be obtained by
s‘alth, but may now be purchased openly
from any venders of the other pericdicals

The anti-Christiar cheap literature, or read-

g for the million, hus been classed thus @

1. The avowedly Infidel 2u0d. The pol-

luting. To this class belong R-ynolds's

periodicals—styled * grossly immoral trash,”
nod also what is called the * gallows litera-
ture,” feeding the morbid feeling about crim-
ivals. 3rd." Latitudinarian-  The Family

Herald beloogs to this class, and in part to

thefirst and second also. It has the Jarge t

s4le of any of the penny or cheap publica-

- ns among the working classes. I's week-

Iy circulation is more than 200,000. “ Ik

has facts and philosophy.for gentlemen, and

Lints * and entertaioments lor ladies "—

Throvgh this channel flows, eays oue, the |

exhilirating beverage aud the diluted por-

fon, and is more akin to tne centiinenis of

Theodore Parker than those of Christ and

hi« apostles. Man’s original uprighiness is

Jicre denied ; non-responsibility for belief is

inculcated ; the salvation of the whole race,

wilhout any exception, is preached ; and to
sneak of future punishment, or the doctrine

o! atonement, is represented as makiog a

gort of Moloch of God. I preseot you with

a specimen.  * The passages which spesk of

the sulvation of all men are very numecrcus.

There is” one which expressly assorts the

exlvation of infidels (and they are relerred

to Rom. xi. 32, for proof). [he salvation
of tlie Seripturesis a bodily salvation on the
earth, in which men will eat bread and driok
wWine, and enjoy the pleasures of corporeal
existence. Philospby has-changed ail this,
and we hear almost nothing about it.—

What can the clergy be about? And then

follows the proof, *“ Is not the Head of the

Charch called * the Saviour of the body 7 ”

Here is another lesson : * A man is respori-

sible for his false or bad faith, just as he is

responsible for his bad breath. It is his
misfortune.” To this, Emerson, Owen and

Holyoke will have no objection. * Every

world,” the Herald says,  bas, no doubt, its

own incarnation, and these all one incarna-
tion; and we, being many, are parts of it,”
etc. This is something like Pantheism.—

“ Sincetity wants to know if it be possible to

obtain the old faith in God that wrought

[ that the Lord asks for no such apologists.

is tco palpable, admit the Herald for its
recreation and harmless pastime, while
they receive along with it the teachings
of an -iofidel theology. What parent
who seeks the religious and scripturslly
moral welfare of his tamily, and their eter-
nal salvation, would allow either a place in
his library or on bhis table. Let parents, and
guardians and churches see to it that their
“facts and philosophy,” as well as their
*hinis and diversions,” are in harmooy
with the genial and ennobling teachings uf’
the Bock of God; such, we regret to say,
is not the case with the Family Herald.
MoncToN.

The Concord of Ages.

A few years ago the current of theologic
thought was temporarily rippled by a strange
work, entitled * The Conflict of Ages,” wrii-
ten by Dr. Edward Beecher ; we bave now
anothet by the same author, entitled, * The
Cosncord of Ages ; or, the individual and or-
ganic Harmony of God and Man,” publish-
ed by Derby & Jackson, New York.

The great object of the first book was to
show that the doctrine of inherited depra.
vity, as believed by Calvinists, together with
the special call of the Spirit limited to a por-
tion of the Race and the damnation of the
rest, conflicts with * the principles of houor
and right ” as applied to God, and therefore
there is some metnod of reconciliation.—
The recouncihiation that satisfies the author's
miad, and that he therefore persistently ar-
gues must be true, is, that human beings
Liave all lived before their present life, and
have all fallen—not through Adam, but each
for bimself—and that the present system of
life is designed to save a part of a race de-
serving condemnation for former sins. Our
present state is thus, in his view, something
like the Roman Catholic ideas of purgatory,
some of us, by forces not our own, being
“ prayed out,” or delivered from it.

We do not care to aigue long upon so
strange. a doctrine. - It is sufficient for us
1Bat 1t is a fancy, a mere human coneeit, de-
signed to supplement and complete God's
works, It is as much as to say that God's
works co far as they are revealed * conflict
with Lonor and right,” and it is necessary
for Edward Beecher, and some others, to
aid the Almighty out of the trouble by fan-
cying a tremendous hypothesis, not capable
of any proof, and lagging into the world a
thousand greater difficulties than it pro-
proses to remove. We humbly conceive

If we bave lived in another world before
this we have been annihilated once, and
made over again; for to totally forget our-
selves is equivalent at least to tempora:y
annihilation ; and to live again witbout re-
collection of a former life is equivalent to a
new creation.  If it be once granted that
the Lord will allow a soul to merge into avo-
ther existence, with new modes of thouglt
and fecling, forgettiog its own existence, all
genuine responsibility ceases, and the old
heathen notion of immortality of substance,
but wmoriality of individuals, is revived.—
Our consciousness is our most precious pro-
perty, it is the very ens emtium, the soul of
our gouls, and to suppose that it is so much
at fault as to allowa man to live in this
world withont knowing that he has lived
one or a dozen before, is to strike a death-
blow at what Christiane and Cbrist meant
by immortality.

Aud, indecd, Dr. Beecher’s hypothesis
does not remove any of the difficalties, even
of Calviniem. It merely d.splaces oune, 1o
reveal many more behind.  Of what advan-
tage can it be to a soul that has lived one or
more carcers, grd fallen once or more, (0
come into this world in the body of a wail-
ing child, acd then die in three hours, or in
as many weeks or years? ~ Of what advan-
age to such a soul to be born in India,
itraioed a Biahmin, believing bimself to have
been once an ox, and perhaps hereatter to
be a tcad, and then to die? How does this
make good God’s ailegiance to * the princi-
ples of bonor and right ?”

A shorter way to remove the difficulty is
to dery that it exists! This is the Metho-
dist way. We hombly believe it is the
Christian way. We repudiate with indig-
nation the idea that the Bible description of
mzn, as Le 15 now in this world, conflicta
with * bonor and right” We believe that
all the ways of God with men in this woild,
without the hypot esis of ano:her to precede
it, are good and holy. We do not believe
that any son or daughter of Adam and Eve
bus any more right to complain of God's
dispensations than had our first parents
themselves. Both they and we are dealt
with according ta the law of right, by whicn
God has dec'ared himeelf bound. * Shall
not the Judge of all the earth do right 7"

Dr. Beecher believes that sll are fallen,
but not through Adam. Whether the fall
came through Adam or not, does not affcet
the reiation of man to God. Even he him-
self has said,on page 406, “ The fall in Adam
may Le renounced, and no theory of the
origin of dq»mvixy adopted. It may be ac-
cepted as an unexplained fact on scriptural
testimony, and on the evidence of history
and experience.” Of course it may be ad-
mitted, and, when properly undersiood, must
be admitted. And if it seems to conflict
with the * principles of right,” we shouid
endeavor to learn what explanation of the
matter God has given in the Holy Secrip-
tures. Searching them, we cannot long be
at a loss.

If man is depraved he is also redeemed.
If depraved be is also called, aided and sus-

suffering, full of mercy, goodness and truth.
Opportunity fall acd fair for salyation is
given to every human being that lives, and
no monstrous and incredible bypothesis of
pre-existence is needed to justify the ways
of God with man. ]

The later work, by the same author, is

tained by the Holy Spirit. The Lord is long- | P&

perhaps none will deny. This doctrine is
worthy of carefal thought. . But it should
be remembered that the Deity, except as
manifested in Christ, is beyond our concep-
tions, and it is not wise to be dogmatic in
our views of his nature.

The book is of interest as the product of
an excited but ill-balanced mind, particalarty
as showing the vagaries of an hooest intel-
lect that rejects the sound Armenian doc-
trine, that ail men are equally free, and sat-
vaiion is offered on fair terms to all.— Zion's

Herald.

 Religious Intelligence.

Revivals in England.

A letter from “ North Shields,” in the
London Watchman contiins the following
statements ;:—* The Rcvival Services which
we have held during the past week, have
been amended by very large numbers of per-
sons, Several times the chapel has been
crowded to excess, and maoy were unable
to find even standing room. The beneficial
results have far exceeded our most sanguine
expectations. Several hundreds of anxious
enquirers of vatious ages and belonging to
various congregations have given in their
names, as having *“found peace with God,”
and are giving evidence, in their character
and labours, that they have been “ renewed
by the power of God.”

“ Many of the officers and members of
oar own Societies have been greatly quick-
ened, and are.pow evidently * full of faith
and of the Holy Ghost.”

Palmer, bave consented to remain with us
another week.”

The same paper contains a letter from

visitation of the Holy Spirit during the past
month at Lyminge and Folkenstons, in this
Circuit. A holy influence has resied upon
our assemblies, prayer-meetings have been
crowded, the charches quickened, and many
brought under deep conwiction of sin have
earnestly sought mercy, and not fewer we
heve reason to believe, than eighty persons,
varying from thirteen to forty years of age,
and upwards, have obtained a sense of God's
pardoning love,—not a few of them the
youthful branches of our beloved friends
who, rejoicing to see their rising offspring
bowing under the power of divine grace,
have ihemselves with gladsome tears and
fervent prayer, and hymns of praise, enter-
ed heartily iato the blessed work. Quar tru-t
is that the sacred flame will yet spread til!
the whole Circuit is visited by it.

‘It being 1he time now for oar Annual
Missionary Services at those places, we have
been happy in prevailing on the Rzv. W.
Arthur, A M, who, insearching for heal h,
bas wisited the salubrious coast of Folkestone,
to render us his valuabie aid as far as his
strength would allow, which, although a tax
upon his physical powers, was eminently
distinguished by bis usual vigour of mind,
aud attended with delightful unction and ef-
fect.” :

/

The King of Abyssinia a Bible
Distributor.

The King of Abyssinia has received glad-
ly the vernaculer Scriptures sent by the Bi-
bie Socicty, through the Bishop of Jerusa-
lem, io Abyssinia. A brief notice of tae
conduct of the King in referenc: 1o the circa-
lation of the Scriptures ig suppiied by a Mis-
sionary now labouriag in that country.

“ The King received the Bibles with
great joy, and bezan himself ot once to dis-
tr:bute them. Whenever he gives a Bible
to one of the heads (first priests) of the
churches, he observes, that henceforih they
must teach all the people out of this book 1a
the vernacalar Ambaric. We have fre-
quently conversed with ‘the King on this
subject, and he is now nibst zealous in his
endeavours to introduce the Amharic as the
ecclesiastical language of the country, which,
if he sacceeds, may be considered as the first
and most important paft of the reforma.
tion.”

In confirmation of the brief but important
statements quoted, a portion of the journal of
of the Society’s Frankfort agent is now ap-
pended  The Rev. G. P. Daries, after a
recent visit to Basle, writes : —

“1 went to Richen, to see Mr Spittler;
found him at home. He looks well, his
miid clear, and his old age sitting lightly
upon him ; his thoughts occupied at present
with Abyssinia, and the projected ¢ Apostoi-
ic Highway’ from Jerusalem to Gondar.
He received a letter, dated May this year,
from Gondar, the capital of Abyssinia. The
brethren who labour there seem to have
gained a wonderful influence over the mind
oi King Theodorus. They build roads and
bridges, blast rocks, introduce useful arts of
all kinde, distribute Bibles, and recommend
the truth by their conversation and by their
liie. The King has of late recognised them
to be right in those poinis in which the doc-
trines of the Bible differ from the traditions
of the Abyssinian Church; he has even re-
ccived the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
with them in token of this recognition. There
bas been a school for the children of Jews
recently established, and the King has gooe
so far in his recognition of the civil services
of the brethren as to raise them to the rank
of nobles. Bat the great difficulty on the
ri of the friends connected with St. Cris-
chona and of the Bishop of Jerusalem is to
hold communication with these brethren.
Sometimes, a letter takes twelve or eighteen
months to reach Europe, and many never
reach Europe at all. To meet this difficalty,
Mr. Spittler has projected a plan for keep-
ing up a regular commupication between
Jerusalem and Gondar. The distance over-

designed to show that God will hereafter

miracles,” and the. Herald insinuates that

barmonize what at present seems discordant

land, by way of the valley of the Nile, is

“Our esicemed friends, Dr. and Mrs. |

“ Dover,” in which the writer says :—* We |
bave been graciously favoared with a rich |

tiers in the territory of King Theodorus. He |
would give them a warm welcome, for he is

anxious to'intreduce the arts and appliances

of the nations of ciwlized Europe among

| bis people. The stationsare to be named

| after the apostles and evangelists, and hence

| the whole series is to be called the ‘ Apos-

{tolic H:ghway from Jerusalem 1o Gondar.

| The first station will be in Alexandria, the

{last in Gondar. These two stations, at the

| extremiiies, will probably be the first to be

| establi-iied, and the middle stations as means

arc provided  T'ne whole scheme is as yet

bat a plan; nevertheless, the first £100 for

each of the twelve stations has been already

promised.  Mr. Spittler asks, ¢ Would the

[ British and Foreign B.ble Society so far sup-
port the scheme as to employ this agency

for tran:por€fng Amharic aud Ethiopic Bi.
bles into these distriets 7’

| “ Abyssinia seeins, independently of its
‘own importance, to be an admirable basis of
[operatioas for acting on the masses of the
' heathen population between it and the Equa-
tor. A strong force of Missionary laboar-
ers, act:ing from this point on the neighbour-
ing nations would be likely to produce great
results.  Bat to accomplish this there must
Lz facilitics for the transport of labourers
aud Chrisiian settlers, The subjects of the
King of Abyssinia amount to about 4,000,
0U0, of which about two thirds are Chris-
tian and the rest Mobammedan. The hea-
thén popuiation in the Galla country to the
south is about 9,000,000, and the Missions
will pribably soon be commemced among
them.— ible Society Reporter.

|

T ?

The Protestants in Tuscany.

A letter from Florence, of Wednesday
last, thoigh by no means favourable to the
Protestauts there, gives some idea of their
numbers um] circumstunces o — ¢
{ I sometime ago alluded to what is cal-

led * evangelical Christianity * in Tuscaoy.
I said bt little about i, for both the instinet-
ive prudence and caution of the new sec-
tarinos bemselves, and the extreme wari-
ness and timidity of the Government, gem-
bine to hide as mach as possible the candle
of thes: new lights uoder a bushel. The
movem:nt, however, seems dai y to assume
more sigoificant dimensions. Two, three,
five hundred, and even one thousand people
meet of a Sunday evening in this town, in
and about the small room doing daty for a
chapel. The brethren are loudly calling for
a larger locality. They number, I am told,
at least 300 commnnicants, and though all
those wuo crowd to the doors of the little
congregation are certainly not all converts
(fur no less than thirty priests in their cos-
tume were seen in the throng on Sunday
last)) etill it 13 difficult to ealculate the re-
sults of this affluence of people to such a
pinee, of tbis free distribution of Bib'es and
religions tracts among all classes. Nor is
the movement by any means limited to this
capital  Everywhere throughout Tuscany,
and stiil more in the Romagoas, are the
books spread, and people induced to join in
ihe perusal of them. These new congrega-
tions have as yet no defioite symbols, no es-
tablished clergy, no appointed teachers ; they
profess o ground their faith on the Gospel
and on [reedum of inquiry. They have as
ye' no mcn ol transcendent abilicy, of strik-
ing elequence, or ¢f conspicuvus character,
among Their most gified Preacher.
is Muzzavelle, a Nzapolitav, occe connected
with th- Waldenses ot Pieawont, then a se-
ceder from them, and the fouader of au op-
posiiion sect, yelept Evangelical Society, in
Turia und Genoa  The man of the highest
rack 1o the flock is Count Pietro Guicciar-
dini, of Florence, the same who years ago
suflered imprisonmzat and banishment as
guilty of realding the Bible privately with
two or three friends in his own hous». Some
of his congregation think the Count racher
lukewarm sand timid in (he cause ; they com-
plain that his faith does not sufficiently shine
through his works, Altogeiher, hitherto
the new sect lacke the lead of a real chief ;
it lacks a head, a heart,and a tongue. It
seems also to live merely on sufferance, ra-
ther ignored and wicked at than really sanc-
tioned by law or openly acknowledged by
the Government. Of late, ncvertheless, the
talk about it has been load and incessant ;
people c¢vidently begin to feel, if not inter-
ested, at least curious about it.  Besides the
regular reiigious services on Sunday eve-
pings, there are meetings in the evenings of
the week-days for the parpose of insiruction
to individuals and organisation to the mass.
The great obstacle to it is th state of , per-
lect apathy, of religious death, in which most
Italians, whether professed believers or ar-
rant intidels, are coutent to live. Religion
bas too long been the priests’ business in
lialy.  Oae priest, | am told, has already
for-aken the established church and joined
the inncvators in Florence. The success of
the reformatory movement greatly depends
on the chances of his example being follow-
ed. Peisons who lived in Florence twelve
years ago remember how, in 1847, there
came to thistown a Preacher, named Am-
brosoli, a native of Monza, an Augustine
monk, whose eloquence completely turned
the heads of the multitude. His preaching
was notiiing but pure, sound moral instruc-
tion, Being invited to recite the customary
panegyrics on the Virgin or the Saints, or
to draw the vsual flaming pictures of Hell
and Purgatory, he very adroitly observed
that ‘ be was no poet.” Not a word fell from
bis lips that coald prove him either Roman-
ist or Protestant, yet the very Duomo could
bardly contain his audience, and his admi-
rers could with difficulty refrain from ap-
plauding. Priests and monks, and the very
Nuncio from Rome, stormed and plotted
against him; but the Grapd Duke, to his
praise, be it said, took him under his patron-
age, and he went on with his work to the
end of the Lent season. It is just such a
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man the Evangelicals are in need of at the
present day.”

during the revival in other sections, propooo!
visiting the metropolis this winter. A letter

from the Rev. Dr. Boyd,” Moderatorof the

Uaited Presbyterian Synod, gives an account

of the revival at Campelltown, Ireland § Af-

ter epeaking of the unusual religious interest

pervading all classes, he gives-the following

account of his ordinary daily labour since |
the commencement of the movement: .

I bave five hours’ visiting every day; I,
call upon and converse with inquirers at
their own houses I bave two midsday
classes, that are specially under the charge
of Messrs. Sachane and Colvill, for the in-
struction of the young. [ bave two large
classes weekly, the one for young men, and
the other for young women ; they meet on |
the Thursday and Friday e¢venings, we have
a prayer-meeting in the church every eve-
ning at eight, attended by abont 700; we
dismiss at half-past nine, when we adjoarn
to the session-house to meet with inquirers,
which is crowded to suffocation every night.
This meeting occupies myself, and about a
dozen friends who aid me, till ¢eleven.y The
difficulty is to get them to go home. You
will thus see that my work is very exhaust-
ing ; but ob ! it 1a mos: pleasant. [ am con-
vinced that this excitement will spread, that
it will reach England, and that you will
share with us in the blessing. Urge upon
your friends in Christ the cultivation of the
spirit of humble, earnest, united and exhor-
tant prayer. Thus, | am persuaded prepared
us for the Spirn’s action.—New York KEz-
aminer, Dec. 15.

Union Prayer Meetings.

Both in London and the provinces (says
the Evangelical Christendom) we hear of
the increase of Mectings for United Prayer.
A list is now lying betore us of nineteen
daily and forty-seven weckly Meetings in
Loudon ; the latter being epecial as well as
the former. This list, we have no doabt
might be considerably enlarged, for there is
scarcely a nerghbourhood were such meet-
ings on a larger scale are not held. Indeed
none of them af present are to be called
large, and not a few, of several of which we
are cognizant, are held in private houses. In
the different barracks about London a de-
vout spirit is ulso manifested in & most un-
usual and Jencouraging manber amoag the
soldiers, who in considerable numbers hold
meetings among themselves for the reading
of the Word ot God, with mutual exborta-
tion and praysr. ln the country, we m
mention the daily prayer-meeting at HaSt-
ings, which was commenced about a month
since, and continues not only with unabated
but inereasing interest. In the North, also,
at Newcastle-on-Tyne and other places, the
various Christian Churches are more fre-
quently coming togetlier for prayer, and the
Wesleyvan Churck in that large town seems
to bave been especially signalised both by
its augmented fervour and by large acces-
sions to its members.  From the central part
of England, also, we receive intelligence of a
similar kind. We believe it is the universal
experience that, however much of the divine
presence may be eujoyed when Christians
meet denomina ionally, they possess the con-
sciousress of receiving a much larger bles-
sing when they meet apart from their de-

nominations. and unitedly. This was par- |
ticulariy felt in a series of extraordiuary |

meetings lately convened for three success-
ive days by the Rev. E. H. Bickersteth, at
Hampstead. In those meetings we were
ourgelves privileged to take some humble
part, and we know how eminently they were
distinguished by those characteristics which
leave no doabt of the presence of the Com-
forter.:

General iscellany.

The Sleepers.
They are sleepiog!  Who are sleeping ?
Children wearied with their play;

For the stars of night are peeping,
And the sun bath sunk away.

As the dew opon the blossoms,
Bows them on their slender stems,

So, as light as their own bosoms,
Balmy sleep hath conquered them,

They are sleeping ?  Who are sleeping ?
Mortais compassed round with woe ;
Eyelids wearied out with weeping,
Close for very weakness now.
And that short reliet for sorrow,
Harassed nature sball sustain,
Till they wake again to-morrow, "
Strengthened to contend with pain,

They are sleeping! Who are sleepiog ?
Captives in their gloomy cells,

Yet sweet dreams are o'er them creeping,
With their many-colored spells,

All they love agaia they clasp them,
Feel again tbeir long.lost joys;

But the haste with which they grasp them
Every fairy form destroys,

They are sleeping! Who are sleeping ?
Misers by their hoarded gold ;
And in fancy now are heaping
Gems and pearls of price untold,
Golden chains their limbs encumber,
Diamonds seem before them strown,
Bat they waken from their slumber,
And the splendid dream is flown,

They are sleeping ! Who are sleeping ?
Pause a moment ! Softly tread !
.Anxious friends are fondly keeping
Vigils by the sleeper’s bed,
Otber hopes bave all forsaken —
One remains—that slumber deep,
Speak not, lest the slumberers waken
From that sweet, that saving sleep.

They are sleeping! Who are sleeping ?
Thousands who have passed away,
From this world of woe and weeping,

To the regions of decay.
Safe they rest the green turf under——

together. As we approached the house we
heard a loud and boisteroas talking, and
Mary said, at once, “I fear Mr. Towne was
at that dance last night, and has come home
drunk—how glad [ am that we have come
just now ! I was afraid to go in, and could
not imagine what good we could do in such
acase, but she hurried on, and opening the
door quietly, we stood at once in the midst
of such a scene as I never before witnessed.
A joyous smiie of welcome and relief passed
over the wan but patient face of the sufferer,
who was’ propped up in her bed by pillows,
while she vainly strove to quiet the senseless
ravings of her intoxicated busband, and calm
the fears of her poor, frightened children.
The small room, which served at once for
kitchen and bedroom, was as neat as the two
children could make it, with their mother’s
directionsgbat every thing looked cheerless
and uocoMfortable. There was no wood in
the house, nor any cut up at the door, and|
Mr. Towne was fiercely brandishing a large
stick over the heads of the poor, hal(-clothed
children, and commanding them to go out
and pick np some chips, which -were buried
in the snow. As soon as he saw us, he
dropped the stick with-a look of shame, and
changing his tone, sad :

“ O, good morning, Miss Green. I'm
bappy to see you. I'm always glad to see
the ladies ! | used to call myself a ladies’
man ; ha! ha! A pretty ladies’ man | am
now, heigho I I've picked out my second
wife, though, if ever this old one gets ready
to leave—she's been lazing around here long
enough, just good for nothing. I wish she’d
hurry up and give me a chance to take some
comfort with another one. But why did "ot
you go to the ¢ dig’ last night, Miss Green?
We had a jolly time—* danced all night till
broad daylight, and went home with the girls
in the morning,’ We'll have the next * dig’
here, I guess. What do you say to that,
old woman ? Think you'll dance? Come,
get up, and get me some breakfast—you are
only making believe sick, just because you
are so lazy "

And thus he raved, first about one thing,
and then another, while his poor wife looked
on in speechless agony. He bad never ap-
peared so much excited before, or talked so
crueily to her, and she tried several times
10 tell us that James used (o be a kind, good
basband, avd that it was only drink that
made him act so, but he stopped her with an
oath, and told her to mind her own business.
While he was thus talking, I was almost as
much terrified as the children were ; bat
Mrs. Green very coolly 100k off her boonet,
end then went 10 work (0 make things more
comfortable. She smoothed the bed of the
invalid, and told her to lie down and rest,
and she would see that they all had some
breakfast. Then with a tone of decision,
bat of great kindness, she said : “ Now, Mr.
Towne, you must stop talking in this way,
and you must go out and cut some wood and
bring it in, and bring some water, and do all
you can to make your poor wife aud children
comfortable.” He tried 10 laugh it off, bat
the was so decided that he seemed ashamed
and awed, and finally did as she wished him
to. Soon, a cheerful fire was blazing on the
bearth, and after applying some soothing
emollients to the diseased and suffering wo
man, and giving her a much-needed cordial,
she left her to rest, while, with the help of
the children, we undertook, to get them all
some breakfast.
gotten to bring a basket, well filled with com-
forts for the sick woman and her children,
and coon had the satisfaction of placing be-
fore them what they seldom evjoyed now—
a well-cooked meal. They all begged that
they might skare these luxuries with the
father, but he wonid not take anything from
them, till Mrs. Green told him to. After he
bad eaten a nice breakfast, she had a long,
faithful talk with Lim, in which he acknow-
ledged sll his failings, and promised not to
drink any more for a moath, or go to any
more “ digs.” He then threw himself on
his knees, by the bedside of his noble besrted
wife, and taking one child in each arm, he
begged them to forgive his cruelty to them,
and promised to be a better husband and
father. »

The scenes of the morning had greatly
exhausted poor Mrs. Towne, but she feit
grateful and bappy at the kind words and
manner of her busband, and for the comforts
which Mrs. Grees had procured for her.
She is a woman of deep and fervent piety,
as well as great patural refinement, and a
good education. :

Fifteen years ago they came into this wil.
derness, thirty miles from any settlement.
After six montbs, they ascertained that auo-
ther family lived withia four miles of them.
Here they toiled hard, but cheerfully, for
the father was a temperate man, and one of
the kindest of busbands and fathers. Bat
afflictions came—dgath entered their circle.
The eidest davghtén sickened and died, and
a falling tree crushed the two sons. The
stricken busband and father was no longer a

beilious thoughts against the Being who had
afflicted him. .Dark sbadows sat on his
brow, and “smiles no more brightened his
countenance. Other settlers moved in about
him, bringing the “ cursed bowl” To drown
his sorrows, he sought its stupefying influ-
ences, and step by step he went- down the
drunkard’s dreary path, till he has become
what we bave seen to-day. This last sor-
row was too much for the poor wife, and for
some months she bas been prostrated by this
terrible disease. She. has stroggled long
against it for the sake of her children, but
she has now, apparently, only a few days
more to live. She feels no anxiety about
anything, for she is sure her children will
be cared for, and the very pencs of<Heaven
lights up her countenance, s shie’ gpeaks of
being at rest J A

Great, betoic beart! Bravely Rast thou

fought life’s great battle ! Nobly bast thov
borne the cross! Soon shalt thou wear thy

Mrs Green had not for

bappy man. His beart was filled with re-|

When will rulers learp, that where liberty
is not, security and order can never be ?
We talk of absolute power, but all power
hath limits, which, if ot fixed by the mode-
ration of the governors, will be fixed by the
force of the governed. Sovereigns may
send their opposers to dungeons ; they may
clear out a senate-house with soldiers ; they
may enlist armies of spies; they may bang
scores of the disaffected in chains at every
cross-road ; but'what power shall stand in
that frightful time when rebellion hath be-
come a less evil than endurance ? Who shall
dissolve that terrible tribunal which, in the
hearts of the oppressed, denounces against
the oppressor the doom of its wild justice ?
Who shall repeal the law of self-defence ?
What arms or discipline shall resist the
strength of famine and despuir ? Hdw often
were the ancient Cesars dragged from their
golden palaces, stripped of their purple robes,
mangled, stoned, defiled with filth, pierced
with hooks, hurled into the Tiber ! How
often have the Eastern Sultans perished by
the sabres of their own“Janissaries, or the *
bow-strings of their own mutes! For no *
power which is not limied by laws can ever
be protecied by them. Small, therefore,
is the wisdom of those who would fly 10 ser-
vitvdeasif is were a refuge from commotion ;
for anarchy is the sure consequence of ty-
ranny. That goveinments may be safe,
nations must be free. Their passions must
have an outlet provided, lest they make one,
When I was at Naples, I went with Sig-
nor Manso, a gentleman of excellent parts
and breeding, who had been the intimate
friend of that famous poet, Torquato Tasso,
to see the burning mountain Vesuvios. I
wondc red’ how the peasants could venture to
dwell g0 fv..iiessly and cheerfully on its sides,
when the lava was flowing from its summit ;
but Manso smiled, and told me that when
the fire descends freely they reireat before
it without haste or fear. They can tell how
fast it will move, and how lar ; and they
know, moreover, that though it may work
some little damage, it will soon’ cover the
fields over which it hath paseed with rich
vineyards and sweet flowers. DBut when
flames are pent up in the mountain, then it
is that they have reasou to fear ; then it is
that the carth sinks and the sea swells; then
cities aro swallowed up, and their place
kooweth them no more. 8o it is with poli-
tica ; where the people ure most closely re-
strained, there it gives (Le greatest shocks to
peace and order ; therefore would | say to
all kings, let your demagogues lead crowde,
lest they lead armies ; let them bluster, lest
they massacre; a littl: turbulence is, as it
were, the rainbow of the srate ; it shows,
indeed, that there is a passing shower, but it
is a pledge that there shall be no delage.

— -

The Egyptian Sphinx.

% And gear the pyr.mids, more wondrous
and more awf(ul than all else in the land of
Egypt, there sits the lonely Sphinx. Cofely
the cregture 18 ; but the comeliness is pot of
this world; the once worshipped beast 1s a
deformity and a monster to this generation ;
and yet you can see that those lips, so thick
and heavy, were fashioned according tosome
ancient mould , of beauty now forgotten,—
forgotten because that Greece drew forth
Crtherea from the flasning foam of the
ZEzean,and in her image created new forms
of beauty, and mode it a law among men
that the short and proudiy-wreathed lip
should stand for the sign und main condition
of loveliness through all gencrations to come.
Yet still lives on the race of these who were
beautiful ia the fashion of the elder world ,
and Christian girls of Coptic blood will look
on you with the sad, serious gaze, and kiss
your charitable hand wiil: the big, pouting
lips of .the very Sphinx,

“ Laugh and mock, if you will, at the
worship of stone idols : mark ye this, ye
breakers of images, that in one regard the
stone idol bears awful semblance of Deity,—
unchangeable in the midst of change—the
same sceming will and intent, forever and
forever inexorab'e. Upon ancient dynasties
of Ethiopian and Egyptian kinge,—uapon
Greek and Roman, upon Araband Oiutoman
conquerors,—upon Napoleon aming of
an Kastern empire,—upon battl. 1 pesti-
Ience—upun the ceascless mis ; of the
Egyptiau race,—upon keen-eyed travellers,
—Herodotus, yesterday, Warburten ro-day,
—upon ail, and more, this unworldly Sphinx
has wafched and watched, like a Providencs,
with the same earnest eyes, and the same
sad, tranquil mien. And we, we shall wither
away ; and Islamjwill wither away ; and
the Engliskman, leaning far over 10 hold his
loved Indiu, will plant a firm foot on the
bapks of the Nile, and sit in the seat of the
Faitbful ; &nd still that sleepless rock will
lie watching and watching the works of the
new, busy race, with those sad, earnest eyes,
and that ssme trafquil mien, everlasiiog.
You dare not mock at the Sphinx !"'

Conscripsien in France,

The following account of the Conscription
in France is from the English United Ser-
vice Magazine. It is in the way here de-
scribed, that the vast army of France is
replenished : —

¢ This military lottery occurs every year.
The annual contingent of troops levied thee-
by, varies according the necessity of the
State, being in war times very bigh, and in
peaceable time comparatively low ; at all
times, however, it amounts to at least 20,000
men ; that being the number who annually
receivs 1heir dismission, their term of service
baving expired. A census of all the depart-
ments is taken every year ; and the number
of men required ia divided in ¢qual propor.
tions among all the provinces of the empire.
The names of all the young men between
the ages of twenty and thirty, both years
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