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Religious ittiecellmin.
From Hooters See*, of Devotion.

Glad Tidings.
Tidings, O Zion ! good new» from the war ! 
Shout, of the victors are beard from afar ! 
Great are I be conquests thy children bave won ! 
Great is the work which Jehovah hath done !

Tidings ! glad tidings! how swiftly they fly, 
Fi.et iron coursers are hurrying by ;
Far speed the triumphs of Zion abroad,
Borne by the messenger lightnings of God.

Tidings ! glad tidings ! Green I,le of the sea,* 
Wondrous the march of Messiah in thee !
New dispensations of mercy and power, 
Blessings of Pentecost over thee shower.

Tidings ! glad tidings ! the Gospel of troth 
Comes like an eagle renewed in its youth : 
Mighty the armies of sin to subdue—
Mighty the broken in heart to renew.

Tidings ! glad tidings ! the rebel soul bows ; 
Down by the holy cross, breathing his vows ; 
Christ, all triumphant, extends from above 
Mercy's gold sceptre of pardoning love.

f iinge ! glad tidings 1 the angels in heaven 
Shout over penitent sinners forgiven :
Loud hallelujahs roll up through that dome, 
When the poor prodigal finds hia way home.

* Ireland

For the Frovlnelsl We.leyso.

The Press.
The agencies which God employs for 

good, the devil employs for evil. The Press 
is one of those mighty agencies, and the evil 
productions of that mighty power are evi
dently fearful in their influence in the de
partments of theology, of literature and 

.science.

the two facts of faith and mesmerism com
bined" are to work woaders. Another will 
suffice. An “ unlearned person inquire, 
about the heathen, and ia told, “ Scripture 
being a universal revelation by n universal 
spirit, when it say. the heathen are lost it 
means that they are all finally gathered into 
the universal 1- -ael—lost by ceasing to be 
heathen." The Family Herald Is respecta
ble, compared with much of the cheap litera
ture ol the day. But here (remarks one) 
lies the danger. Many a domestic circle 
that would repel the organ of an Atheistic 
secularism, or the grouty immoral treuk of 
l!te Reynolds school, because their irréligion 
is too palpable, admit the Herald for its 
recreation and harmless pastime, while 
they receive along with it the teachings 
of an • infidel theology. What parent 
who seeks the religions and scripturally 
moral welfare of his family, and their eter
nal salvation, would allow either a place in 
bis library or on his table. Let parents, and 
guardians and churches see to it that their 
“ facts and philosophy," as well us their 
11 binis and diversions," are in harmony 
with the genial and ennobling teachings of 
the Book of God; such, we regret to say, 
is not the case with the Family Herald.

Moncton.

- - # *
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“ By thee religion, liberty, and laws
F.xtrt their influence, and advance their cause;
Bv thee worse plagues than Pharnoh's land befell,
1> tifused, make earth the vestibule of hell;
Thou fountain at whscb drink the good and wi*e;
Thou ever bubbling spring ol endless lice;
I.tke >• den's dresd probationary tree,
Knowledge of Good and Evil springs from thee.”

•• Naturalism," or the denial of the Divine 
Providential Government ; “ Atheism," or 
the denial of the Divine existence ; “ Pan
theism," or the denial of the Divine person
ality; " Spiritualism,” or the denial of the 
Bible redemption ; “ Indiflferentism," or the 
denial of man’s responsibility ; "Formal- 
ism," or the denial oi the power of godli
ness ; are employing the Press to disseminate 
their soul-destroying errors in Germany, 
France, England, and America. And we 
mieht add another “ ism,” although it is in
cluded in that of Formalism, known by the 
name of " Tractarianism," ol Oxford origin, 
which makes the Church the Saviour in
stead of Jesus ; and as it is destructive of 
vital godliness, and the half-way bouse to 
the mother of harlots, it should be baptized 
Anglo-Saxon Romanian, or the high-way 
to the city of the seven bills. ^ The Press 
in Germany (remarks a competent judge) 
is, to an alarming extent steeped in infideli
ty. This holds true both of the higher and 
lower literature. The left hand school of 
Hegel knew how to find its wa/among the 
lowest classes of the people by making its 
philosophy popular in a flood of pamphlets, 
novels, romances, dc_\, but no one would 
credit it, up to the year 1848. In France 
the feuilleton, or light French novels, the 
productions of such writers as Dumas, Sand, 
Eugene Sue, are demoralizing in their ten 
deticies. One Review tells us that about 
two years ago " the total amount of immor
al publications has been stated at 29 000 000, 
out-numbering the total issues of those ol the 
religious societies." lu the year 1851, ibe 
purely infidel press in London issued publica
tions amounting to more than 12,000,000; 
of avowed Atheism about.640,000, and up
wards of 17,500,000 of a negative or cor 
rupting character. All this i£ exclusive of 
what are properly called Newspapers. The 
•- »ent circulation in Loudon of immora 
..-. 'auuped publications, of a half-penny to 
three half-pence each, must fie over 400 000 
weekly, or 20,800,000 yearly. In addition 
to these is the weekly importation of French 
pr.nts and novels, ol so indecent a character 
that once they could only be obtained by( 
e’ealth, but may now be purchased openly 
Ir in any venders of the other periodicals 
The anii-Christian cheap literature, or read
ing for the million, has been classed thus : 
1st. The avowedly l"fidel 2ud The pol 
luting. To this class belong R-ynolds's 
periodicals—styled “grossly immoral trash,” 
and also what is called the “ gallows litera
ture," feeding the morbid feeling about crim
inals. 3rd. Latitudinarian, The Family 
Herald belongs to this class, and in part to 
the first and second also. It has the large t 
sale ol any of the penny or cheap publica- 
l ns among the working classes. Its week
ly circulation is more than 200,000. " It
has facts and philosophy.for gentlemen, and 
hints * and entertainmeuis lor ladies "— 
Through this channel flows, says one, the 
exbihrating beverage and ihn diluted poi- 
ron' and is more akin to tue sentiments of 
Theodore Parker then those of Christ and 
his apostles. Man’s original uprightness is 
here denied ; non-responsibility for belief is 
inculcated ; the salvation of the whole race, 
without any exception, is preached ; and to 
speak of future punishment, or the docirine 
ol aidneinent, is represented as making a 
sort ol Moloch of God. I present you with 
u specimen. “ The passages which speak of 
toe salvation of all men are very numerous. 
There is one which expressly asstris the 
salvation of infidels (and they ate referred 
to Rom. xi. 32, for proof). The salvation 
ol the Seripiutes is a bodily salvation on the 
earth, in which men will eat bread and drink 
\#1ne, and enjoy the pleasures of corporeal 
existence. Pbilospby has changed all this, 
and we hear almost nothing about it.— 
Wbat can the clergy be about t And then 
follows ibe proof, * Is not the Head of fbe 
Church called • the Saviour of the body ?’ ” 
Here is another lesson : “ A man is respon
sible for his false or bed faith, just as lie is 
responsible for his bad breath. It is his 
misfortune." To ibis, Emerson, Owen and 
Holyoke will have no objection. “ Every 
world," the Herald says, “ has, no doubt, its 
own incarnation, and these all one incarna
tion ; and we, being many, are parts of it,” 
etc. This is something like Pantheism.—
“ Sioeeiity wants to know if it be possible to 
obtain the old faith in God that wrought 
miracles,” and the. Herald insinuates that

-

The Concord of Ages.
A few years ago the current of théologie 

ibought was temporarily rippled by a strange 
work, entitled " The Conflict of Ages," writ 
ten by Dr. Edward Beecher ; we have now 
another by the same author, entitled, “ The 
Concord of Ages ; or, the individual and or 
ganic Harmony of God and Man," publish 
ed by Derby & Jackson, New York.

The great object of the first book was to 
show that the doctrine of inherited d^pra. 
vity, as believed by Calvinists, together wilh 
the special call of the Spirit limited to a por
tion o! the Race and the damnation of the 
rest, conflicts with " the principles of honor 
and right ” as applied to God, and therefore 
there is some method of reconciliation.— 
The reconciliation that satisfies the author’s 
mind, and that ho therefore persistently ar
gues must be true, is, that human beings 
have all lived before their present life, and 
have all fallen—not through Adam, but each 
for biinseif—and (bat the present system of 
life is designed to save a part of a race de 
serving condemnation for former sins. Our 
present state is thus, in bis view, something 
like the Roman Catholic ideas of purgatory 
some of us, by forces not our own, being 
" prayed nut,” or delivered from it.

We do not care to aigue long upon so 
strange a doctrine. It is sufficient for us 
tfot it is a fancy, a mere human conceit, de
signed to supplement and complete God’s 
works. If is as much as to say that God’s 
works so far as they are revealed " conflict 
wi;h honor and right," and it is necessary 
for Edward Beecher, and some others, to 
aid the Almighty out of the trouble by fan 
eying a tremendous hypothesis, not capable 
of any proof, and lugging into the world a 
thousand greater difficulties than it pro- 
proses to remove. We humbly conceive 
that the Lord asks for no such apologists.

Jf we have lived in another world before 
this we have been annihilated once, and 
made over again ; for to totally forget our
selves is equivalent at least to temporaly 
annihilation ; and to live again without re 
collection of a former life is equivalent to a 
new creation. If it be once granted that 
the Lord will allow a soul to merge into anu 
ther existence, wilh new modes of thought 
and feeling, forgetting its own existence, all 
genuine responsibility ceases, and the old 
lies then notion of immortality of substance, 
but mortality of individuals, is revived.— 
Our consciou-ness is our most precious pro
perty, it is the very ens entium, the soul of 
our souls, and to suppose tbat it is so much 
at fault as to allow a man to live in this 
world without knowing that be has lived in 
one or a dôztn before, is to strike a death 
blow at what Christians and Christ meant 
by immortality.

And, indeed, Dr. Beecher’s hypothesis 
does no! remove any ol the difficulties, even 
of Calvinism. It merely déplaces one, lo 
reveai many mote behind. Ol wbat advan
tage can it be to a soul tbat has lived one or 
more carters, pi d fallen once or more, to 
come into this world in the body of a wail 
in g child, and then die in three hours, or in 
as many weeks or years ? Of wbat advan 
age to such a soul to be born in India, 

ilraioed a Bi abmin, believing himself to bave 
been once an ox, and perhaps herealter lo 
be a load, and then lo die ? How does this 
make good God’s allegiance to “ the princi
ples oi honor and right ?"

A shorter way to remove the difficulty is 
to deny that it exists ! This is the Meilio- 
dist way We humbly believe it is the 
Christian way. We repudiate with indig
nation the idea that the Bible description of 
men, as he H now in this world, conflicts 
wiih “ honor and right ” We believe tbat 
all the ways of God with men in this woild, 
without the hypothesis of another lo precede 
it, are good and holy. We do not believe 
that any son or daughter of Adam and Eve 
has any more right to complain ol God’s 
dispensations than had our first parents 
themselves. Both they and we are dealt 
with according to the law of right, by whicn 
God has declared himeell bound. “ Shall 
not the Judge of all ’he earth do right ?"

Dr. Beecher believes that all are fallen, 
but not through Adam. Whether the fall 
came through Adam or not, does not affect 
the relation of man to God. Even be him
self has said,on page 40G, “ The fall in Adam 
may be renounced, and no theory of the 
origin of depravity adopted. It may be ac
cepted as an unexplained fact on scriptural 
testimony, and on the evidence ol history 
and experience." Of course it may be ad
mitted, and, when properly understood, must 
be admitted. And if it seems to conflict 
with the “ principles of right," we should 
endeavor to learn what explanation of the 
matter God has given in the Holy Scrip
tures. Searching them, we cannot long be 
at a loss.

If man is depraved he is also redeemed. 
If depraved he is also called, aided and sus
tained by the Holy Spirit. The Lord is long- 
suffering, lull of mercy, goodness and truth. 
Opportunity fell and fair for salvation is 
given to every human being that lives, and 
no monstrous and incredible hypothesis of 
pre-existence is needed to justify the ways 
oi dod with man.

The later work, by the same author, is 
designed to show tbat God will hereafter 
harmonise wbat at pnseat et

and unsatisfactory. The time of concord or 
harmony it is believed is not far off ; though 
whether Le adopts the hypothesis of an 
earthly reign of the Messiah, and the pre
vious resurrection of the dead, is left in the 
dark.

The peculiar view of the book is that 
God is capable of suffering, and the author
expend, a great deal of energy to prove it.
There is mingled strength and weakness in 
his views. Tbat it is an extreme to suppose 
that God is impassive, or mere intellect with

about 1,800 miles. He purposes es'ablish- 
ing twelve postal stations, one to every 150 
miles. To each station three Christian 
brethren are to be attached ; but the breth
ren to be selected are to be military men, 
accustomed to obedience, and trained to hab
ita of utder and discipline. One brother, 
who has served in the Wurti-mburg army, 
is already in training in the institution of Si. 
Crischona. Each station ta ™ it«< t„ form 
the nucleus of a little Christian settlement, 
say eight to ten families for each, and the

The Wonderful Revival.

out heart, all will admit And tbat emo- i whole caries ol stations are destined to be a 
lions which from some points of view may be ; highway for the conveyance of the Holy
regarded as disagreeable, but not implying 
guilt or limitation, are ascribed to Jehovah, 
perhaps none will deny. This doctrine is 
worthy of carefal thought. But it should 
be remembered that the Daily, except as 
manifested m Christ, is beyond our concep
tions, and it is not wise to be dogmatic io 
our views of his nature.

The book is of interest as the product of 
an excited but ill-balanced mind, particularly 
as showing the vagaries of an honest intel
lect that rejects the sound Armenian doc
trine, that ail men are equally Iree, and eat- 
vs lion is offered on fair terms to all.— Zion's 
Herald.

Religious Intelligence.

Revivals in England,
A letter from •* North Shields," in the 

London Watchman contiins the following 
statements :—•• The Revival Services which 
we have held during the past week, have 
been amended by very large numbers of per
sons. Several times the chapel has tmen 
crowded to excess, and many were unable 
to find even standing room. The beneficial 
results have far exceeded our most sanguine 
expectations. Several hundreds of anxious 
enquirers of vaiious ages and belonging lo 
various congregations have given in their 
n irons, as having “ found peace with God," 
and are giving evidence, in their character 
and labours, that they have been “ renewed 
by lb- power of God."

“ Many of the officers and members of 
our own Societies have been greatly quick
ened, and are-now evidently “ full of faith 
and ol the Holy Ghost."

“ Our esteemed (fiends, Dr. and Mrs. 
Primer, have consented lo remain with us 
another week.”

The same paper contains a letter from 
“ Dover," in which the writer says :—“ We 
have been graciously favoured with a rich 
visitation of the Holy Spirit during the past 
month at Lymioge and Folkenstone, in this 
Circuit. A holy influence has rested upon 
our assemblies, prayer-meetings have been 
crowded, the churches quickened, and many 
brought under deep conviction of sin have 
earnestly sought mercy, aud not fewer we 
linve reason to believe, than eighty persons, 
varying from thirteen to forty years of age, 
and upwards, have obtained a sense of God’s 
pardoning love,—not a few of them the 
youthful branches of Our beloved friends 
who, rejoicing to see their rising offspring 
bowing under the power of divine grace, 
have themselves with gladsome tears and 
fervent prayer, and hymns of praise, enter
ed heartily into the blessed work. Our tru-t 
is that the sacred flame will yet spread til! 
the whole Circuit is visited by it.

* It being ihe time now for our Annua! 
Missionary Services at those places, we have 
been happy in prevailing on the R;v. W. 
Arthur, A M, who, in searching for lies! h, 
has visited the salubrious coast of Folkestone, 
to render us his valuable aid as far as bis 
strength would allow, which, although a tax 
upon his physical powers, was eminently 
distinguished by bis usual vigour of miod, 
a-;d attended with delightful unction and ef 
feet.”

Scriptures, and religious books, and, io time 
also for the immigration of Christian set- 
tiers in the territory of King Theodorus. He 
would give them a warm welcome, for he is 
anxious tolntroduce the arts and appliances 
of the nations of civilized Europe among 
his people. The stations are to be named 
utter the apostles and evangelists, and hence 
the whole series is to be called the ‘ Apos
tolic Highway from Jerusalem to Gondar. 
The first station will be in Alexandria, the 
last in Gondar. These two stations, at the 
extremities, will probably be ihe first to be 
established, and the middle stations as means 
are provided Tne whole scheme is as yet 
but a plan ; nevertheless, the first £100 for 
each of the twelve stations has been already 
promised. Mr. Spinier asks, ‘ Would the 
Brillsb and Foreign Bible Society so far sup
port the scheme as to employ this agency 
for tranîporffng Amharic and Ethiopie Bi. 
hies into these districts ?’

“ Abyssinia seems, independently of its 
own importance, to he an admirable basis of 
operations for acting on the masses of the 
heathen population between it and the Equa
tor. A strong force of Missionary labour
ers, acting from this point on the neighbour
ing nations would lie likely to produce greet 
results. Bui to accomplish this there must 
be facilities lor the transport of labourers 
and Christian settlers. The subjects of the 
King of Abyssinia amount lo about 4 000,. 
000, of which about two thirds are Chris
tian and the rest Mohammedan. The hea- 
tneti population in ihe G «lia country to the 
south i= about 9,000,000, and the Missions 
will pr .bably soon tic commenced among 
them.—Bible Society Reporter.

The King of Abyssinia a Bible 
Distributor.

The King of Abyssinil lias received glad, 
ly the vernaculer Scriptures sent by the Bi
ble Society, through tne Bishop ol Jerusa
lem, lo Abyssinia. A brief notice of the 
conduct of the King in reference io the circu
lation of the Scriptures ie supplied by a Mis
sionary now labouring in tbat country.

" The King received the Bibles with 
great joy, and began himself at once to dis
tribute them. Whenever he gives a Bible 
to one of the heads (first priests) of the 
churches, he observes, that henceforth they 
must teach all the^ieople out of this book in 
(he vernacular Amharic. We have fre
quently conversed with the King on this 
subject, and he is now n&st zealous in his 
endeavours to introduce the Amharic as the 
ecclesiastical language of the country, which, 
if lie succeeds, may be considered as the first 
and most important part of the reforma
tion.”

In confirmation of the brief but important 
statements quoted, a portion of the journal of 
of the Society's Frankfort agent is now ap
pended The Rev. G. P. Davies, alter a 
recent visit to Basle, writes

“ I went to Richen, to see Mr Spittler; 
found him at home. He looks well, his 
mind clear, and his old age sitting lightly 
upon him ; his thoughts occupied at present 
with Abyssinia, and the projected ‘ Apostol
ic Highway ’ from Jerusalem to Gondar. 
He received a letter, dated May this year, 
from Gondar, the capital of Abyssinia. The 
brethren who labour there seem to have 
gained a wonderful influence over the miod 
oi King Tbeodorus. They build roads and 
bridges, blast rocks, introduce useful arts of 
all kinds, distribute Bibles, and recommend 
the truth by their conversation and by their 
life. The King has of late recognised them 
to be right in those points in which the doc
trines of the Bible differ from the traditions 
of the Abyssinian Church,; he has even re
ceived the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
with them in token of this récognition- There 
has been a school for the children of Jews 
recently established, and the King has gone 
•o far in his recognition of the civil services 
of lhe brethren as to raise them to the rank 
of nobles. But the great difficulty on the 
part of the friends connected with St. Cris
chona and of the Bishop of Jerusalem is to 
hold communication wilh these brethren. 
Sometimes, a letter takes twelve or eighteen 
months to reach Europe, and many never 
reach Europe at all. To meet this difficulty, 
Mr. Spittler has projected a plan for keep
ing up a regular communication between 
Jerusalem and Gondar. The distance over-

discordant'knd, by way of the valley ol the Nile, is

The Protestants in Toscany.
A Idler from Florence, oi Wednesday 

last, though by no means favourable to the 
Protest nils there, gives some idea of their 
numbers and circumstances :— °

“ I some time ago alluded to wbat is cal
led * ev.mgelical Christianity ’ in Tuscany. 
1 said h it little about », for bulb the instinct
ive prudence and caution of the new sec
tarians themselves, and the extreme wari
ness and timidity of the Government, com
bine to hide us much as possible the candle 
of these new lights under a bushel. The 
movement, however, seems dai y to assume 
more significant dimensions. Two, three, 
five hundred, and even one thousand people 
meet of a Sunday evening in this town, in 
and about the small room doing duty for a 
chapel The brethren are loudly calling for 
a larger locality. They number, I am told, 
a: least 300 cornmnnicaots, and though all 
those woo crowd to the doors of the little 
congregation are certainly not all converts 
(for no less than thirty priests in their cos
tume were seen in the throng on Sunday 
l-s‘.) still it is difficult to calculate the re
sults of this affluence of people to such a 
place, of this free distribution of Bib os and 
religion, tracts among all classes. Nor is 
the movement by any means limited to this 
capital Everywhere throughout Tuscany, 
and sti'i more io the Rumagnas, are the 
books spread, and people induced to join in 
the perusal of them. These new congrega- 
lions have as yet no definite symbols, no es
tablished clergy, no appointed teachers ; they 
proless to ground their faith on the Gospel 
and on freed raj of mquity. They have as 
ye’ no men ol transcendent ability, of strik
ing eloquence, or cf conspicuous character, 
among ■ hem Their.must gihcd Pieacher. 
is Muzzavelle, a Neapolitan, once connected 
with the Waldenses of Piedmont, then a se
nder from them, and the founder of an op
position sect, yclept Evangelical Society, m 
Turin and Genoa The man of the highest 
rank in the flock is Count Pietro Guicciar
dini, of Florence, the same who years ago 
suffered imprisonment and banishment as 
guilty ol reading the Bible privately with 
two or three friends in his own hous -. Some 
of his congregation think the Count rather 
lukewarm and timid in ibe cause ; they com
plain that bis faith does not sufficiently shine 
through his works. Altogether, hitherto 
the new sect lacks the lead of a real chief ; 
it lack, a head, a heart, and a tongue. It 
seems also to live merely on sufferance, ra
ther ignored and winked at than really sanc
tioned by law or openly acknowledged by 
the Go.-ernment. Of late, nevertheless, the 
talk about it has been loud and incessant ; 
people evidently begin to feel, it not inter 
ested, at least curious about it. Besides the 
regular religious services on Sunday eve
nings, there are meetings in the eveningsh( 
the week-days for the purpose of instruction 
to individuals and organisation to the mass. 
The great obstacle to it is the state of,per
fect apathy, ol religious death, in which most 
Italians, whether professed believers or ar
rant infidels, are content to live. Religion 
has too long been the priests’ business in 
Italy. One priest, 1 am told, has already 
for-a ken the established church and joined 
the innovators in Florence. The success of 
the reformatory movement greatly depends 
on the chances of his example being follow 
ed. Persons who lived in Florence twelve 
years ago remember how, in 1847, there 
came to this town a Preacher, named Am- 
brosoli, a native of Monza, an Augustine 
monk, whose eloquence completely turned 
the heads ol the multitude. His preaching 
was notiiing but pure, sound moral instruc
tion, ti-iug invited to recite the customary 
panegyrics on the Virgin or the Saints, or 
to draw the usual flaming pictures of Hell 
■ □d Purgatory, he very adroitly observed 
that • be was no poet.’ Not a word fell from 
his lips that could prove him either Roman
ist or Protestant, yet the very Duomo could 
hardly contain his audience, and his admi
rers could with difficulty refrain from ap
plauding. Priests and monks, and the very 
Nuncio from Rome, stormed and plotted 
egainst him ; but the Grapd Duke, to his 
praise, be it said, look him under bis patron
age, and he went on with his work to the 
end of the Lent season. It is just such a 
man the Evangelicals are in need of at the 
present day.”

Dying Wife and Drunken 
Husband,

Sighing breeze or music’s breath,
Winter’s wind, or summer's thunder 

1 The revival is still progressing with won- j Cannot break the sleep oi death ! 
derful power in Ireland and Scotland. Tip- _Zton't Advocate.

I perary, almost a Catholic county, has become ____________________
tfce field of some late manifestations of the j 
Spirit’s power, and public meetings for uni
ted prayer are attended by crowded and anx
ious multitudes. A I Scotland may now be 
said to be more or less mured, there being 
•“'••''stations of the power of God in the 
remotest districts or o«t«L««.. ..d nf Ross.
Lot.don is in ranch the same state as hither
to, though prayer is becoming more extend 
ed among the people 
ers, whose labours have been 
during the revival in other sections, propose 
visiting the metropolis this winter. A letter 
from the Rev. Dr. Boyd,' Moderator of the 
United Presbyterian Synod, gives an account 
of the revival at Campelllown, Ireland | Af
ter speaking of the unusual religious interest 
pervading all classes, be gives the following 
account of his ordinary daily labour since
the commencement of tbe movement: . i . . . . ■ v*.I bave five hours’ visiting every day ; 11 d?°r ™ once ,n the ..del
call upon and converse with inquirers at »f such a scene as I never before witnessed.

Some of the preach- ! ”7° ,D. ,ne ot visu.ng
„ been most bleared lerl7’ *>r a long time^and has oft

There is a poor woman living about four 
miles from os, who is dying oi a cancer. 
Her husband is a drunkard, and she has no 
~~ hnt aurh as her two little girls give her, 
except when a neigbBor calls. Mr* Green 

! has been in the habit of visiting her regu-
oflen wished 

me lo go with her. This morning we went 
together. As we approached the house we 
beard a loud and boisterous talking, and 
Mary said, at once, “ I fear Mr. Tuwne was 
at that dance last night, and has come home 
drunk—bow glsd 1 am tbat we have come 
just now !” I was afraid to go in, and could 
not imagine wbat good we could do in such 
rcase, but she hurried on, and opening the

their own houses I have two mididay 
classes, that are specially under the charge 
of Messrs. Sacbane and Colvill, for the in
struction of the young. 1 have two large 
classes weekly, the one for young men, and 
the other for young women ; they meet on 
the Thursday and Friday evenings, we have 
a prayer-meeting in the church erery ere- 
ning at eight, attended by about 700 ; we 
dismiss at half-past nine, when we adjourn 
to the session-house to meet with inquirers. 
Which is crowded to suffocation erery night. 
This meeting occupies myself, and about a 
dozen friends who aid me, till eleven-! The 
difficulty is to get them to go home. You 
will thus see that my work is very exhaust
ing ; but ob ! it is most pleasant. I am con
vinced that this excitement will spread, that 
it will reach England, and tbat you will 
share with us in the blessing. Urge upon 
your friends in Christ the cultivation of the 
spirit of humble, earnest, united and exhor
tant prayer. Thu, I am persuaded prepared 
us tor tbe Spirit’s action—New York Ex
aminer, Dec. 15.

Union Prayer Meetings.
Both in London and (tie provinces (says 

the Evangelical Christendom ) we bear ol 
the increase nf Meetings for United Prayer.’ 
A lict is now lying before us of nineteen 
daily and forty-seven weekly Meetings in 
Loudon ; the latter being special at well as 
tbe tonner. This list, we have no doubt 
might be considerably enlarged, for there is 
scarcely a neighbourhood were such meet
ings on a larger scale are not held. Indeed 
none of them a| present are to be called 
large, and not a few, of several of which we 
are cognizant, are held in private houses. In 
tbe diflerent barracks about London a de
vout spirit is also manifested in a most un
usual and ’encouraging manner among the 
soldiers, who in considerable numbers hold 
meetings among themselves for the reading 
of the Word oi God, with mutual exhorta
tion and prayer. In the country, we max 
mention the daily prayer-meetiog at HasT 
iogs, which was commenced about a month 
since, and continues not only wilh unabated 
but increasing interest. In the North, also, 
at Neweastle-on-Tyne and other places, tbe 
various Christian Churches are more fre
quently coming together for prayer, and the 
Wesleyan Church in that large town seems 
to have been especially signalised both by 
its augmented fervour and by large acces
sions io its members. From the central part 
of England, al.-o, we receive intelligence of a 
similar kind. IVe believe it is tbe universal 
experience that, however much of the divine 
presence may be enjoyed when Christians 
meet dénomma ionally, they possess the con
sciousness of receiving a much larger bles
sing when they meet apart from their de
nominations. and unitedly. This was 
ticularly felt in a series of extraordinary 
meetings lately convened for three success
ive days by the Rev. E. H. Bickersleth, at 
Hampstead. In those meetings we were 
ourselves privileged to take some humble 
part, and we know how eminently they were 
distinguished by those characteristics which 
leave no doubt of the presence of the Com
forter.

(Ômcrnl iHiscdlang.
Tbe Sleepers,

They are sleeping! Who are sleeping ?
Children wearied with their play ;

For the stars of night are peeping,
And tbe sun baih sunk away.

As the dew upon the blossoms,
Bows them on their slender stems,

So, as light as Ibeir own bosoms,
Balmy sleep hath conquered them.

They are sleeping ? Who are sleeping ?
Mortals compassed round with woe ; 

Eyelids wearied out with weeping,
Close for veiy weakness now.

And that short rebel lor sorrow,
Harassed nature shall sustain,

Till they wake again to-morrow, % 
Strengthened to contend with pain.

They are sleeping ! Who are sleeping ?
Captives in their gloomy cells,

Yet sweet dreams are o’er them creeping, 
With their many-colored spells.

All they love again they clasp them,
Feel again their long-lost joys ;

But the haste with which they grasp them 
Every lairv form destroys,

They are sleeping ! Who are sleeping ?
Misers by their boarded gold ;

And in fancy now are heaping 
Gems and pearls of price untold. 

Golden chains their limbs encumber, 
Diamonds seem before them strown,

Bat they waken from tbeir slumber,
And tbe splendid dream is «own.

They are sleeping ! Who are sleeping ?
Panse a moment ! Softly tread ! 

Anxious Mends are fondly keeping 
Vigils by the sleeper’s bed.

Other hopes have all forsaken—
One remains—that slumber deep, 

Speak not, lest tbe slumkerers waken 
From that sweet, that saving sleep.

They are sleeping ! Who are sleeping ?
Thousands who have passed away,

From this world of wee and weeping,
To the regions of decay.

Sole they rest the green turf trader—

A joyous smile of welcome and relief paused 
over the wan but patient face of tbe sufferer, 
who wss propped up in her bed by pillows, 
while sbe vainly strove to quiet tbe senseless 
ravings of her intoxicated husband, and calm 
tbe fears of her poor, frightened children. 
The small room, which served at once for 
kitchen and bedroom, was as neat as tbe two 
children could make it, with ibeir mother’s 
direction^hut every thing looked cheerless 
and uncomfortable. There was no wood in 
the boose, nor any cut up at the door, and 
Mr. Town* was fiercely brandishing a large 
stick over the beads of the poor, hall-clothed 
children, and commanding them to go out 
and nick no some chips, which were buried 
in the snow. As soon as he saw ns, he 
dropped the stick witb-a look of shame, and 
changing his tone, said :

“ O, good morning, Miss Green. I’m 
happy to see you. Tin always glad to see 
the ladies ! I used to call myself a ladies’ 
man ; ha. ! ha ! A pretty ladies’ man i am 
now, beigbo I I’ve picked out my second 
wile, though, if ever this old one gets ready 
to leave—she’s been lazing around heie long 
enough, just good for nothing. I wish she’d 
hurry up and give roe a chance to take some 
comfort with another one. But why did "ot 
you go to the • dig’ la*t night, Miss Green? 
We hud a jolly lime—‘ danced all night till 
broad daylight, and went home with the girls 
in tbe morning.’ We’ll have tbe next ‘dig’ 
here, I guess. W hat do you say to that, 
old woman ? Think you’ll dance ? Come, 
get up, and get me some breakfast—you are 
only making believe sick, just because you 
are so lazy "

And thus he raved, first about one thing, 
and then another, while his poor wife looked 
on in speechless agony. He bad never ap
peared so much excited before, or talked so 
cruelly to her, and she tried several times 
to tell us that James used lo be a kind, good 
husband, and tbat it was only drink that 
made him act to, but be stopped her wilh an 
oath, and told her to mind her own business. 
While he was thus talking, I was almost a» 
much terrified as tbe children were ; but 
Mrs. Green very coolly took off her bonnet, 
end then went to work lo make things more 
comfortable. She smoothed tbe bed of the 
invalid, and told her to lie down and rest, 
and she would see that they all had some 
break fist. Then with a tone of decision, 
hut of great kindness, she said : “ Now, Mr. 
lowne, you must stop talking in this way, 
and you must go out and cut some wood and 
bring it in, and bring some water, and do all 
you can to make your poor wife aud children 
comfortable.” He tried to laugh it off, but 
she was so decided that he seemed ashamed 
and awed, and finally did as she wished him 
to. Soon, a cheerful fire was blazing on tbe 
hearth, and after applying some soothing 
emollients to the diseased and suffering wo 
man,and giving her a mueb-needed cordial, 

■J£v >be left her to rest, while, with the help ol 
! ibe children, we undertook, to get them all 
some breakfast. Mrs Green had not for
gotten to bring a basket, well filled with com
forts for tbe sick woman and her children, 
and soon had tbe satisfaction of placing be
fore them what they seldom enjoyed now— 
a well-cooked meal. They all begged that 
they might share these luxuries with the 
father, hut he wojrid not take anything from 
them, till Mrs. Green told him lo. Alter he 
had eaten a nice breakfast, she had a long, 
laithful talk with him, in which he acknow
ledged nil his failings, and promised not to 
drink any more for a month, or go lo any 
more " digs.” He then threw himself on 
his knees, by the bedside of his noble hearted 
wife, and taking one child in each arm, he 
begged them to forgive his cruelty to them, 
and promised to be a better husband and 
father. >

The scenes of the morning had greatly 
exhausted poor Mrs. Towne, but she felt 
grateful and happy at the kind words and 
manner of her husband, and for the comforts 
which Mrs. Green had procured (or her. 
She is a woman of deep and fervent piety, 
as well as great natural refinement, and a 
good education.

Fifteen years ago they ceme into this wil
derness, thirty miles from any settlement. 
After six months, they ascertained that ano
ther family lived within lour miles of them. 
Here they toiled bard, but cheerfully, for 
the father was a temperate man, and one of 
the kindest of husbands and fathers. But 
afflictions came—death entered their circle. 
The eldest daughter: sickened and died, and 
a falling tree crushed the two sons. The 
stricken husband and father was no longer a 
happy man. Hie heart was filled with re
bellious thoughts against the Being who bad 
afflicted him. -Dark shadows sat on bis 
brow, and smiles no more brightened his 
countenance. Other settlers moved in about 
him, bringing the “ cursed bowL" To drown 
his sorrows, he sought its stupefying influ 
cnees, and step by step he went down the 
drunkard's dreary path, till be has become 
wbat we have seen to-day. This last sor 
row was too much for tbe poor wife, aud for 
some months sbe bas been prostrated by this 
terrible disease. She has struggled long 
against it for tbe sake oi her children, but 
she bas now, apparently, only a few days 
more to live. She feels no anxiety about 
anything, for she is sure her children will 
be cared for. and the very peace afwHeaven 
lights up her countenance, a* she epeafcs of 
being at rest

Great, bWoic heart I Bravely hast thou 
fongbt life’s great battle ! Nobly hast thou 
borne the eroee! Soon shall thon wear thy

i crown ! We left her w ith cur hvarte 
: strengthened for our cares and triais, which 
seem hardly worthy of the tmne, when 

: compared with hers. — .4 Western Corres
pondent of the Springfield Weekly Repute 
Heats.

John Milton on the Evil Conse
quences of Oppression.

Lord Macaulay, io his essay on Cowley 
and Millon, attributes the lui lowing truthful 
language io that great man,who was as de
voted tu liberty as he was distinguished in 
•poetry. His thoughts sir worthy of silin- 
lion in these days of commotion.

When will rulers learn, that where liberty 
is not, security and order can never tie ? 
We talk of absolute power, but all power 
hath limits, which, if not fixed by the mode
ration of tbe governots, will be fixed by the 
force of tbe governed. Sovereigns may 
send tbeir opposers to dungeons ; they may 
Clear out a senate-house wilh soldiers ; they 
may enlist armies of spies ; they may bang 
scores of tbe disaffected in chains at every 
cross-road ; but wbat power shall stand in 
that frightful time when rebellion hath be
come a less evil than endurance ? Who shall 
dissolve that terrible tribunal which, in tbe 
hearts of the oppressed, denounces against 
the oppressor the doom of in wild justice ? 
Who shall repeal the law of self-defence ? 
What arms or discipline shall resist the 
strength of famine and despair ? H6w often 
were the ancient Cæ.ats dragged from their 
golden palaces, stripped of their purple robes, 
mangled, stoned, defiled with filth, pierced 
with books, hurled into the Tiber ! How 
often have tbe Eastern Sultans perished by 
ibe sabres of ibeir own'Janissaries, or the ' 
bow-strings of their own mutes ! For no 
power which is not limned by laws can ever 
be protected by them. Small, therefore, 
is the wisdom of those who would fly to ser
vitude as if it were a refuge from commotion ; 
for anarchy is ihe sure consequence of ty
ranny. That gove.nments may be sale, 
tialions must he free. Their passions must 
have an outlet provided, lest they make one.

When I was at Naples, 1 went wiih Sig
nor Manso, a gentleman of excellent parts 
and breeding, who had been the intimate 
friend of ihat famous poet, Torquato Tasso, 
to see the burning mountain Vesuvius. I 
wondt red1 how the peasants eould venture to 
dwell so fe .ilessly and cheerfully on its sides, 
when the lava was flowing from its summit ; 
but Manso smiled, and lold roe that when 
the fire descends freely they retreat before 
it without haste or fear. They can tell how 
fast it will move, and how tar ; and they 
know, moreover, that though it may work 
some little damage, it will soon' cover the 
fields over which it hmh passed with rich 
vineyards and sweet flowers But when 
flames are pent up in the mountain, then it 
is tbat they have reason to tear ; then it is 
that the earth sinks and these* swells; then 
cities are swallowed up, and their place 
knowetli them no morn, ho it is with poli- 
tics ; where the people are most closely re
strained, there it gives the greatest shocks to 
peace and order ; therefore would i say to 
all kings, let your demagogues lead crowds, 
lest they lead armies ; let them bluster, lest 
they massacre ; a little turbulence is, as it 
were, the rainbow ol the state ; it shows, 
indeed, that there is a passing -bower, but it 
is a pledge tbat there shall he no deluge.

The Egyptian Sphinx.
“ And near the pyr iraids, more wondrous 

and more awful than all else in the land of 
Egypt, there sits the lonely Sphinx. Cvdiely 
Ibe crejUure is ; but the comeliness is not of 
this world ; the once worshipped beast is a 
deformity and a monster to this generation ; 
and yet you can see that those lips, so thick 
arid heavy, were fashioned according to some 
ancient mould of beauty now forgotten,— 
forgotten because that Greece drew forth 
Cvtberea from the fiasning foam of the 
Ægean,and in her imago created new forms 
ol beauty, and mode it a law among men 
that the short and proudly.wrealhed lip 
should stand for the sign and main condition 
of loveliness through all gene rations lo come. 
Yet still lives oo the race ot those who were 
beautiful in the fashion of the elder world , 
and Christian girls of Coptic blood will look 
on you wiih the sad, serious gaze, and kise 
jour charitable hand with the big, pouting 
lips of the very Sphinx.

“ Laugh and mock, if you will, at the 
worship of stone iiiols : mark ye this, ye 
breakers of images, that in one regard the 
stone idol bears awful semblance ol Deity,— 
unchangeable in the midst of change—the 
same seeming will and intent, forever and 
forever inexorah e. Upon ancient dynasties 
oi Ethiopian and Egyptian kings,—upon 
Greek and Roman, upon Arab and Oiloman 
conquerors,—upon Napoleon •' ammg of 
in Eastern empire,—upon batth id pesti
lence—upon the ceaseless mis' j ol the 
Egyptian race,—upon keen-eyed travellers, 
—Herodotus, yesterday, Warburlon to-day, 
—upon all, and more, ibis unworldly Sphinx 
has watched and watched, like a Providence, 
with the same earnest eyes, and the same 
sad, tranquil mien. And we, we shall wither 
away ; and Islam)will wither away ; and 
the Englishman, leaning far over to hold his 
loved India, will plant a firm foot on the 
backs of the Nile, and sit io the seat of the 
Faithful ; and still that sleepless rock will 
lie watching and watching ihe works of the 
new, busy race, with.those sad, earnest eyes, 
and tbat same tranquil mien, everlasting. 
You dare not mock at the Sphinx 1"

Conscription ia France.
The following account of ibe Conscription 

in France is from the English United Ser
vice Magazine. It is in the way here de
scribed, tbat the vast army of France is 
replenished :—

“ This military lottery occurs every year. 
The annual contingent ol troops levied thee- 
by, varies according the necessity of the 
State, being in war times very high, and in 
peaceable lime comparatively low ; at all 
limes, however, it amounts to at least 20,000 
men ; tbat being tbe number who annually 
receive ibeir dismission, their term of service 
having expired. A census of all the depart
ments is taken every year ; and the number 
of men required is divided in equal propor
tions among all the provinces of the empire. 
The names of all ibe young men between 
the age# of twenty end thirty, both years
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