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the church. Thus,we find it was the very lowest ec­
clesiastical office. Deacons were first appointed by 
the Apostles, Acts vi. 1—6. They had the care of| 
the poor, and preached occasionally. 1

Meek comes from the old Anglo-Saxon meca or 
viceca, a companion or equal, because, he who is of a 
meek or gentle spirit is ever ready to associate with 
the meanest of those who fear God, feeling himself 
superior to none, and well knowing that he has no­
thing of spiritual or temporal good but what he has 
received from the mere bounty of God, having never 
deserved any favour from his hands.

William is a TeutoJiic word, and is compounded 
of xeil, much, and helm, defence. Wilhelm was the 
orignal word, mid was changed to William for 
sweeter sound. It is interpreted by Luther, much 
defence or much defence to many.

From the same word helm, delvnce,-comes helmet, 
a defence for the head. Also helm of a ship, which, 
in the old dictionaries, is thus explained :—“ Asa 
helmet saves the head, so does the helm by good gui­
dance preserve the ship from dangers; or, as an hel­
met is the top armour piece for the head, so is the 
helm the top of the stern or rudder. Ami in French 
heaume, one word signifies both." 3

Wildred, an old word, is similarly compounded 
from xeil, much, and deed, fear or reverence. Much 
fear is therefore the meaning of the word.

Wilfred, much peace, from veil, much, and fred 
peace. I

Wiliherl or Wilbert, much increase, from xeil, 
much, bert, or ibert, increase. *

2 Ur. Clarke on Matt. v. 5. 3 Closing raj tu». tiy S. Mount 4 Idem.

THE CHRISTIAN CABINET.

Ye are the Liuht or the World.—Look at 
the full-orbed moon, and behold in her tt beautiful 
emblem of the Christian who walks in the light oft

contemplation, he forgets that he is in the body, and 
his vision seems to pierce the veil and to rest oil 
uncreated glory. The hossanas of aernphim are 
wafted to his ear, and his heart is full of responding 
melody. The strain, “ Unto Him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in bis own blood,” in his 
view has a glory and sweetness worthy the harp of 
eternity, and be desires the language of eternity, that 
he may give utterance to mingled emotions ol won­
der, gratitude, and joy.

The Christian of little faith gains new courage by 
hearing him conveise ; and even tlio worldling, 
whose been lieats not w ith the same high hopes and 
sweet anticipations, regards himself w ith less com­
placency, and places a juster estimate upon an earth­
ly treasure. Thus docs the devoted Christian let his 
light shine to illumine the paths of those around 
him, and to disclose their danger. Whenever they 
look at him, they read something of heaven ; they 
feel that they are gazing upon one whose name is in 
heaven ; and in this way they are impressed with a 
sense of iheir own foolishness in neglecting the only 
true good. By It is actions and words they are re­
minded of God, ami their obligations to him. Though 
they do not like to rvtiiin him in their thoughts, they 
cannot help thinking of the eternal One when they 
see him thus brightly mirrored forth. These lessons 
urn not all lost, for some beholding the good works 
of the Christian are induced to become like him, mid 
thus they glorify their Father which is-kt^cnveii.

It is the duty of every Christian ihul^to let hi« 
light shine ; for Christ enjoins it. Of every true 
Christian it is expected ; lor Christ acknowledge* 
only those ns his friends w ho do w hntsoever lie com­
mands them. The glory of G oil requires that every 
Christian let his light shine ; for when men see 
Christians abounding in good i\\orks they glorify 
their Father which is in heaven. The salvation of 
souls demands that Christians let their light shine , 
lor if they do not, the brightest light that comes limn 
eternity is not seen, and sinful mortals p '«« on to 

edition in ignorance of tlnur danger. 1 here isGod’s countenance. Receiving her light from theM? fi , . . , .
, n , i i- nothing so we.I calculated to arrest their attentionsun, she pours forth a flood u! softened radiance upon i . ,, . , . ... , ... ,’ .1 .. .. ... ; and turn it to eternal tilings as his Me w ho mort near-

t It ose who would otherwise be shrouded in darkness 
and while site illumines reminds the world of the 
great unseen Source of light. Thus shines with a 
bright and brightening lustre the Christian, upon 
whom the Sun of righteousness sheds his cheering 
rays. In all his words .and actions there is reflected 
forth a light, which renders him peculiar—a light 
which shines from eternity. On his very counte­
nance the beholder sees evidences of communion

not lie lit up

I y resembles the Saviour. If they are ever to -e<- tl« 
light ol the Sun of rigbienusiie*-, it will prohibit I»' 
by first gazing upon it, us rcdccled by tlio-c who aie 
the light of the w orld.

S>‘e how motives throng upon in Mr obeying 
the in junction of our Saviour; and in we imd 
late Upon them, each expands mi as not in !"• e»- 
timaled by our finite powers. They me va-t be­
cause tliev have to do with God and his glor) ; withwith heaven’s King.—His face may __ _____

with that divine splendor which made the children of undying souls and their everlasting d remit If ne 
Israel afraid to look at Moses, hut it is radiant w iih, ft'el not tlu-ir influences, we should be ulannril, for 
peace and joy. Could he spend weeks in uninter- ibis insensibility is a strong evidence <>f mo being 
rupted converse with the Eternal, as did Moses, his aide to reflect the bright beams of the Son of ugh 
countenance would exhibit brighter indications of be- leonine**, and consequently ol net being the light ol 
iug changed into the divine image, from glory to the world. Those who do not shine in u n life cat - 
glory. Still there is enough about him to show most, not expect to shine in the Me to come. The *t-.r* nf 
convincingly that he is of the light. His birthright is ih»t sky are those who by their bright shining in il.is 
heavenly, his vocation is a high vocation, bis inheri-j world have turned many to i igliteousuc** . D. 
tance is an everlasting inheritance ; his eye «.n!
upon an unfading croxvn ; and he would not for; * '
worlds degrade biinseif and dishonour him who ha* j 
called him, by checking bis aspirings, and 
giving his affections to earthly things. lie has to I 
do with objects which perish with their using, hut bis I 
heart is not on them. He mingles in society, and Ye-1 
ciprocates every expression of kindly feeling; «fill '

* * ' Î-    . L . y. U kim non
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Till-. CENTENARY OF METHODISM 
To the I'.ditnn of the H 'atchiUan.

Gf ««Ti.EMEN,— In the venr 1*2.», tin- ('onfirerrr,

above. He is familiar with many subjects,
are some on which he expatiates with peculiar plea-j Superintendent i* directed to ro l.-rt nil the mb.rm . 
sure. At their very mention his eye kindles, and bis (ion which it may be in Ins pow er to obi mi, u»p«ri 
countenance beams with eloquence.—Speaking on iog the introduction of MeihodiMn into the prinrq.nl 
these subjects is nothing hut the out-gushing of a full places of hi*ycirruii ; which mformaunii h<* »LJI 
heart. Is redemption the theme .J Wrapped by his bring with him to the n« xt >. <jnf< rentr, to l»>: disposi I


