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REMARKABLE CONVERSIONS
IN THE EAST.
Notwithstanding the persecutions to
which the Church is subjected through-
out the Turkish Empire, the news from
the Asiatic portion of that region is
rds  the

very encouraging  as e
spread of the Catholic Church. The
Sultan himself is disposed to be toler-
ant. but the Pashas of districts remote
from the centre of Government are as
disposed to tyranny as ever, though

their despotic aets are usually with a

view to self randizement,

The Pashas are very intolerant of

inroads made by Christians upon

Itatnisin 3 but when it is a question of
conversion from one form of Christian

ity to another they make little opposi

tion, generally, unless the conversions

take place on a large scale Under

sueh ciremmstances their relations to

the different  denominations become

considerably  modified, and they &
apt to make it an oceasion for enrich
ing themselves by imposing a tax or
fine. It is with no small astonishment,
theretfore, that the news has been re-
ceived that a body of 200,000 Chaldean
Nestorians, with  their priests, have
b

m veceived into the Catholic Chureh.

1t has been the aim of Pope Leo XL
to place before the s hismaties of the
East the elaims of the Roman See to be
recoznized as the divinely appointed
centre of Catholic unity ; and there
have been numerous returns to the faith
from the Orviental or Greek schisms in

the Austrian Empire, Bulgaria, Persia

and Turkey, both during the time of

the present and the late Supreme P'on
tiffs, hut the latest conversions of Nes
torians have been on a larger scale
than any which have preceded them

for I

reason to hope that the pe riod for the
termination of those ancient schisms is
not very distant.  There is, indecd
very good reason to believe that they

would in bulk receive the Catholie doe

trine, and return to the one fold un
one shepherd at alinost any momi
were it not for the ambition of
monaich and ||.1H\‘|.I‘I=~ who, as
matters stand, rule the existing

national Churches absolutely as the

will ¢ for thongh it is usual to speak ot

these Churches as  *“the Greek or

Oricntal Chureh, " they ave asindepend
ent of each other as are the National
1 N '

Bssablish «1 Churchesof England, Sceo

Jand and Prussia

No one can be so blind as not to see

that the Church of Servia would have

refused to grant a divoree to ex King
Milan, it it had not been completely at

the service of the petty wmonarch who
conld at will command it to set aside
the law of God in his favor ; and it is

vqually evident that it the Church ot

Russia were to recogmize the supremacy

of the Pope, his authority would be at

nee applicd to remoedy the demoraliza

vion of' the clerg which is so notor

tous in that Fapire I'he obstacle to
anion does not come from the people,
who would gladly see an improvement
in all this, but from the ambition of’ the

patriarchsand Bishops, who, not having

been educated to obedience  to o

suprewme head of the universal Chureh,

they ave influenced by that ambition

which is so natural to frail humanity

to rule the Church themselves without

being  under  the  respousibility  of

yendering an account of their steward

ship to an outside superior, (n the

other hand the vanity of the Czar is The vear-book of

Jattered by his being recognized

from mi

centuries ;. and  they give

to its nesessity and

as

othaire and Napolean Bonaparte un‘

he continent of Europe, It is not a

matter of surprise that the same human |

pasgions  should prevail in Russia,

obstacle to the reunion of divided |

ion there is more hope for union

ionary labor on  humble

individuals and localities than upon

Czars and patriarchs : and in infidel

lands, like Persin and Turkey, where
the monarchs have nothing to do with
the rule of the schismatical Churches,
there can be much more done for the
restoration of unity than in  those
which recognize (he monarch as the
supreme head of Church and State,

The Chaldean Nestor
yoturned to Catholic unity dwell in the

ins who have

territory bordering on both sides of the
Euphrates, including Mesopotamia.
They claim that the gospel was origin-
ally preached to them by the Apostle
St. Thomas, but this is not certain.
Christianity was, however, established
among them at a very early date, and
they were ecelesiastically subject to the
Bishops of Edessa and Nisibis. Butin

tinn communities of the adjacent coun

Christ,  As a consequence of this he

would thereby be deprived of its intin

ably united with the Son of Mary.

Lord, the Son of God, made man.

tho Nopst

the Nestorians ; th

sisteney  which

Protestantismn  they refuse t

founded theirv inference. 1 Christ

and she is 11

accepled by all the ot

the cast as the doety

Gireel

of God.”

1

tern schismaties and  hereties

converted to the faith.

the uncontrolled head of Church as regard to the Catholic missions

well as State

History rvepeats itself in all  this

1t has always been the desive of earthly
princes to dictate to the Church what
morality should be taught, and what

diseipline enforeed rather than that

s priest should restriet them t

the belief of certain doctrines or  t

the stringent practice of certain duties.

Kings Edwy, Rufus, John, Henry
I1., Heary VIII
=

are exanplos ot t is in English history,

1 Queen klizaleth

! North  America,

y 603830 Aus

lian Archipel:

are thouzht to be defective, as it
almost certain that therve are at le

10,000,000, Catholics in the Unite

NEatos

cations for divorce have been conceded

in the United States and that it s
“ll\.‘- in very extreme  cases that @
divoree ean be obtained in the Domin
jon.  Henee it is only in such extreme
cases that divoree is even asked for by
residents of Canada. Yot there i\i
great danger that when any cause l~;
regarded as suflicient  the door will
sooner or later be opened to the grant
ing of divorce for such trivial causes
as are I

United States.

try sadly weakened the marriage bond,
and introduced a legalized licentious- | of
ness.  We may, before we know it, 7 thisiwas done on account of the hard-
reach the deep, deep depravity of Rome
under the Emperors, when one man
could legally marry twonty women in
a single year.  No one cause was more
prominent than this in corrupting the
Roman Empire aud procuring its dis-!
astrous fall.  The sacredness of the |
marriage tie is the hope of a nation’s
stability. Without family security  for this reason He created one man and
there is no State security. L
licentiousness rapidly becomes barbar- 1m0y kind,

the fitth or sixth century they were
seduced, together with several Chris-

tries, to the errors of Nestorius, who
denied the unity of person in Jesus
society is conceded by all, and, further,
lief they maintained that only the ciety is conceded _'- 2 L fu
: . . that the ties which bind together
human person was born of Mary, and
suffered on the cross The doctrine
subverts the efticacy of our Redemption

throneh the blood of Christ, which

ite value as an atonement for sin.  As
a consequence of the same doctrine the
Nestoriz ns  denied  that  the name
“Mother of God 7 shonld be applied to
the Blessed Virgin,  They said: ©*The
Word (the Son of God) was not horn
of Mary, but dweltin and was insepar-

These doctrines were condemned by
the Council of Ephesus, which met AL D.
131, where it was shown that St. Fliza-
beth, inspired by the Holy Ghost,
called Mary ** the Mother of my Lord,”
andthat the Angel Gabrielin announe
ing to her the birth of Christ which
was soon to take place, said: **The
Holy which shall be born of thee shall
be ealled the Son of God.” (St Luke
i., 8b, 438. These and other texts
prove, contrarily to the Nestorian doc-
trine, that the same person, Christ,

Who is the Son of Mary, is also the

Many  modern  Protestants  have
adopted this last mentioned error of
ywith that incon
s characteristic  of
yoaceept

the doctrine on which the Nestorians

God incarnate, and as such suffered on
the eross for the sins of mankind the
same God inearnate was horn of Mary,
i i v ostyled Mother o
Gaod This was the decision of the
Council of Ephesus, and the decision is
s schismatics of

of the early
cqually with the Latin Fathers
of the Church, St Cyvil of Alexandria
was one of the most resolute opponents
of the docetrine of Nestorius, and he
quoted the Eastern Fathers Origen,
Sts. Dionysius of Alexandria,  Dasil,
Athanasius, Euvsebius aund others in
support of hiscontention that Nestorius
was a heretice We shall here cite
only the testimony of St. Ignatius, who
was the diseiple of St. John the Apostle,
St Ignatius says in his epistle to the
Ephesians, that *Jesus Christ is God

dwelling in man, the Sonof Mary, and

We hope and believe that the return
of these Chaldean Nestorians to the
bosoin of the Catholic Church is a pre

lude to the restoration of many other

Catholic unity.  This would be a glor
jous event ot the reign of Leo NI
over the Churchsof Christ, and it was
even supposed when he came to the
Pontifical throne, that the title ** Lua
de Coclo,” which 1s applied by an
ancient prophecy to Leo NI, has in
view the triumph which would vesult
to the Church in the conversion of the
Greeks.  This event would be truly a
licht from heaven to the nations so

Catholic Missions
publishes the tollowing figures with

Africa, America and Australasia which
are under the authority oft the Propa
randa ¢ In Northern and Central
Africa thove ave 191,805 Catholies ;
South Africa, 40,5560 5 the islands off
| the coast of Afrvica, 166,580 ; British
2,080,070 ; United
tates, 8,026,720 ¢ West Indies, 336,
Y HOO: Pata vonia, 28,000 ; Australia,

DIVORCE LAWS.

We notice from the proceedings of the §

Sorvia and Greece, and should be an by the Senate, It is true that in

anada there is not the same facility

arded as sufficient in the

2

Regarding this question in that coun-

try, Dr. Howard Crosby said recently :

“ Divorees have already in our coun-

ism.”

That the family is the foundation of
f

the Christian  family constitute the
hasis of Christian civilization. It is, )

therefore, something extraordinary that !

such as is the United States, should

a nation of Christian antecedents,

offer the deplorable spectacle which it
presents, of a total disr wd of the
v tie.  Official |

sanciity of the marriag
statistics show that in the United States
during the ten years ending with 1886,
360.000 divorces were granted, and in
1850 it is computed that there were
over 40,000 divorce deerees issued,
heing more than were granted in all
Christian Europe and America besides.
The number of divorces granted
annually is constantly inereasing. at a

much greater rate than the increase

of population, and this alarmi

12 state
of affairs has during the past few years
directed the attention of thoughttul
nitude,

men towards an evil of suchm
that some remedy may be discovered
and applied.  The sepavation ol hus-
hand and wite under any circumstances
oives rise to habitual lasciviousness,
and the facility of such separation
afforded by divorce laws is a continual
temptation held out  to the married

v to vielate their marriagoobliga

tions, in order that under some pretext

or other the marriage onc? col

mav be annulled.
Besides all this. families are alto

eether broken up such separation

The death of father or mother before

dren be grown n

|
blow to the whole tamily, and is felt
iy by the children, who must
in such case be reared under the
care of one parent only.  But this is
an inevitable state of affairs arising
out of the mortality of the human race,
and it wust be borne and provided for
o greater attention to be paid by the
surviving parent to the proper educa
tion of the children But thongh we
must how to the will of the Almighty
in this case of death, it cannot be
reconciled with  parental obligations
to fulfil their duty to their children to
hreak up the family by their own volun

tary act In the case of a divoree

an evil of greater magnitude befalls

the family than is entailed even by
the death of  one of the parents.
Against the divine and natural law,
which enjoins respect, reverence and
obedicuce to parents, the child which
is bronght up by a divorced father or
mother can only learn to disobey and
disrespect the living parent who is cut
off from all intercowrse with and con
trol over it.  We say, therefore, that

<li\‘;r\‘w. through civilly legalized, is ¢

much g

ater evil than is contemplated

by divine or natural law.  Add o this
the fact that where divorces can be
obtained  with  such  facility as is
afforded inmany of the States, marriage
canuot be regarded as a permanent
condition of lite. It follows from this
that the contracting parties will enter
upon it simply as a temporary agree
ment to be dissolved whenever either
of them will be able to make up a
sufliciently strong cause of complaint ;
and whereas almost any incompatibil
ity of temper is suflicient to secure dis
solution of the marriage tie there is
very little diticulty experienced in
finding suflicient cause for divorce

when one of the married couple desires

I B0
000,  The ficures for the United States

!
1 soluble, the dissensions which arvise be-

{ it.
| Besides the reasons we have given

pabove why marriage should be indis-

fessions that the
of e¢ivil and religious liberty were

deciding to which parent the children
should be given in char,

g : . L ful reasons why divorees should not be
Canadian Parliament that three appil- | ! By

matter of notoriety t
nothia

exercise their liberty of conscience in

given under any circumstances.
Ordinary contracts may be dissolved
congent of both parties who have
the education of their children :

adom.  Inthose countries where ¢ obtaining divorces which is offered i\mmul themselves to their observance :

the Greek schism is the established but the marriage contract differs from
‘;IH others in this respect that it lies at
the root of civil and Christian society,

{ and when it loses its inviclable charac
| ter evils result which threaten to over
ltu:'n SO
Nations and individuals may abro

gate

with

teaches us that the marris
is of such a charvacter that it should not
be dissolved, because more than indi-
vidual interests are at stake,

is true that under the old law
was permitted under certain circun-
stances for the husband to grant a bill

ness of the hearts of the Jewish people
who were under the law.

marriage to its primitive indissoluble
character, declaring that it was God’s
intention from the beginning that a

fman should eling to his wife, and that

lized one woman to be the progenitors of all

Almighty God He declared to be the
law marringe should in
future be contracted and He pronounced
that what God hath joined together no
man 'Ill:!‘\ ])Il[ -'(‘”"‘l"l“

We are sorry to find that our Leg
ture makes the least

{marriage law as divinely

Yet we have an evil of less magnitude
1(“”1 that of the United States, just
laws make divoree more
i ditfcult

it may be long before

rogressive we call it, be-
cause for our Christianly civilized code
it substitutes the morality of pag
raphically deseribed by
Mr. Crosby. as having been one of the

causes which in the main contributed

institution of indissoluble marriage is
legalized, without subverting entirely

denominations which

acted | td

he contracted only

and though the present temper of the
Canadian people is that we do not want
lax divorce laws,
we shall have such
laws in Canada betore long, or, &

as soomn as the subverting principles of

cal consequences.

HEREDITARY INTOLERANCE.

the Baptists, Con-

Fnzland sects which are fond of
calling themselves
wards Catholies,
remorseless obstinacy with which they
endeavor throughout New England to
deprive the Catholic children of the
boon of a rveligious education.  This
has
bheen a cunningly devised effort made
inst Catholic education

by having private schools placed under
the supervision
which under the

pretences would close them all if there

Catholic doctrine had any place on the
school programme.
Doavds, indeed,
actually went to the length of taking
this despotic course, but, as at Haver-
hill, it was shown that they had ex
ceeded their powers under t

The object of al force
Catholies to send their children to the
Public sehools, under the pretext that
xtent

to which they keep their non-sectarian

the worn calumnies

alone are the friends

extraordinarily loud. But it is a

I

Catholies ask
o but that they be allowed to

though they are not so  boastful as
their Puritanical persecutors it is a
matter of history that they surpass the
latter in willingness to grant to all

the fullest liberty of conscience.

It is well known that over two ¢

turies ago the Catholic  colonists
of Marvland were the fivst who pro
claimed liberty of conscience to all who
took up their abode among them, what
ever their religions convictions might
be,  But the Puritans of New England

legislated in a very different spirit.
They fled from the persecution which
was directed against them in England,
after the restoration of the monarchy,
and looked for a place on the new

continent where they would be free to
o to their own con-

\\lll'.\hill accordi

their intolerance : and that they were

testified by the zeal with which the)

hunted and burned so-ca

of this most straight-lac

Archbishop
1

Orleans, recently d

of the Kind of ciy

he said :

say that the Pil;

outery ¢

the prepetuation of the slave system.

A couNciL WITHOUT
AUTHORITY,

from the Bri

ther parts of

1

proportioned to population, it may

1

than two-thire

from the En

and that Congi

o count

scarely any adherents ottside of

English-speaking

world: a fact w
trates the non-universal character

the Cong

same thing is true of every phase
Protestantisi,

the general organization.

shall not have 2 v oover t

individual bodi

branchoes is cert

Christianity

laws, and to hi

consciences

0

of the Holy Ghos

against Catholics which are the stock- |

as - burden upon you thau

fewoeen tamilies, and the difficulties of

”\ll} Grhost and t

tthings.”

In this respeet the

¢

and i

authority to  bind the individy

deed, we cannot comprehend  thy
victions : but they were not willing to
accord to others the liberty they wished
for themselves.  The blue laws, which
punished with the severest penalties
all who differed from the early Puri-

tanical settlers, are a monument of
superstitions as well as intolerant is
ed witehes,

This witch-hunting was the peculiavity

i Protestant

ivered a lecture | hurial
in the Cathedral of Philadelphia in :
which he pointed out another feature | translated into E
ation which the
Puritan Pilgrims established within
their jurisdiction. Speaking of the
bitterness with which the descendants
of the Puritans attacked the Southerners

on account of the existence of slavery.

“The Southern States may  be
blamed with slavery and war, but |
arim Fathers were far
more cruel towards the nezro race
than any other. The very ships that
brought them to Plymouth Rock were
afterwards used to transport the negroes
from Africa to be soid as slaves,
While we are glad that slavery and
war are over, yet we should not
towards the fall of the Roman Einpire. J throw all the blame on the South.”

“

And yetit was thedescendantsof these
Pilerim Fathers who raised the loudest

vinst the South on account of

The Congregationalists of the world

are at preseid holding an International
Council in London, England The
delezates who are assistingz at this

council number about 500, of whom

100 are from the United States, 10

representation is, as far as practicable,
by

airly estimated that considerably more

ionalism hi

population of the

h powerfully illus-

wationalist Church 3 but the

Congregationalisin has certain pecu-
liavities which distinguish it from all
other Kinds of Protestantisin: each
church, or rather each congregation, is
independent in itself, and in theory
can settle its own creed, though this
feature  of independenee has been
partly destroyed by the action of the
Congregational churches of the United
States,  which in several councils
agreed upon a creed  which  they
require all their ministers to teach,
under penalty of being excluded from

It is understood, however, that the

International Council now in session

or Churches, of the
different countrics which take part in
it. A general council of the Church,
having no authority over the different
inly a novel idea in
first council, held
by the Apostles at Jerusalem, an ac
count of which is given in the fifteenth
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles,
was an assemblage of very different

character. It had authority to make

Christians, and to speak in the name

! various  Protestant denominations
under different names.  The Method
ists  have had their * FEeumenien)
Council,” the Preshyterians and Ay
cans their Pan-Presbyterian, and Py
Anglican synods, but in every case
was recognized as a fivst principle o,

these assemblages  should  have

Churches  which  were  represente
This single fact is sufficient to shoy
that these denominations are esseyn
ally distinet from the Chureh whic
Christ established, and which exereis
real authority over all its membe
The councils of the Catholie Chw
from that of Nice, which un
in A. D. 825 down to tl
Council of the Vatican in 1=
were in o this  respect  very  diffes
ent from those which have been held by
Protestant bodies in recent years. Tl
decrees of the Catholie councils have
always been reckoned as binding t}

consciences of all Catholies : and, i

council of the Church is of any valu
whatsoever it its decisions are of n
authority.  We cannot suppose, ther
fore, that the Congregationalist cou
eil will result in anything more tha

mere talk

THE ASSUMNPTION.

The feast of the Assumption of

Blessed Virgin, which the Chu
keeps on the 15th of Auzust, wases
lished in honor of the triumphant en

of the Holy Mother of God inte

body and soul. after her death

Ihe Latin word Asswmptio, whic

glish by Assumpti

sionifies the act of taking to, and
has frequently heen applied by eceles
astical writers to the death of a sai
because at death the soul of the saint
taken to heaven. Buat, as applied
this festival of the Blessed Virgin,
means that after death she was tal
bodily as well as in her soul tot
kingdom of God’s glory, to enjoy ti
reward of her pre-eminent virtues a
asan additional prerogative to her up
whom God thought it fitting to best

areater favors than upon any othe

1

ature,as the dignity to which shew

calledwasgreaterthan wasconferred u
onany other.  When the Angel Gabric

announced to her, (St. Luke 1, ) that s

should be the Mother of God ine

he announced that she was “*bless
among  women,” and St.  Elizabet

«1 by the Holy Ghost, rep

this smme salutation, which is ind

porated by the Church into the bem

ISalutation.

* Blessed among women,’

e
Wil
coifl
aral I
Hor (
union with God, and we must «
that her death God manitested, i

nner, His approval of

L the subimnity of

St. Epiphanius  was so  impres
with the fituess that God should g
the Blessed Virgin a special favor
the mode of the termination of he
carthly career that, while acknowledg
ing that there is no positive proof that

she was exempt from death, he wasin

clined to believe that this was actuall)
the case, He said :

f we examine what the Seripture
says on this subject, we shall find n
wention whether Mary died or not, or
whether or not she was buried. 1T
not decide thisquestion, and neither d
I affirm that she remained immortal,
nor do I assert that she was mortal.’

Other Christian writers of the K
and West have held that the Blessed
Vi

that Epiphanius was impelled to his

in died : but they acknowledge

opinion by a most landable respect tor
her high position as Mother of God
The silence of the Holy Seripture re-

wding the Blessed Virgin's  deatl

does not prove that she was immortal,
as Holy Seripture was written chiefiy
for the purpose of transmitting to pos
terity the history of Christ’s life and
the early preaching of the gospel
The opinion which St. Epiphanius

evidently  favors, that the Blessed

irgin was immortal, shows, however,
the gre

respect and reverence which
was always entertained for the Blessed
Vi

was this or

in by the early Church, and it

t respect which made St
Epiphanius doubt that the Blessed
Virgin died

The general lv}y}“i-.n of the Fathers

of the Church is that she really died

““For it hath s wd cood to the
1 lay no further |
these necessary

‘ I the Congregational- |
fanatics ist council resembies the other general

uncils which have been held by the '

and was buried, and St. Gregory, in a
sermon on the Assumption says: ©°0
Lord, we venerate this feast day on
which the Holy Mother of God endured
temporal death.” In rezard to the

vear of her death, there is among the

AUGUST 1
————————

carly Fathers consi
(hat her actual ag
mined with certain
pelieved on the
rht th
of siXty thre

preatost Wei;

1

Damascene states
wong, Marcianus
posed to  Juy
Jerusalem, to br
(emple which they
stantinople the 1
Virgin that it mig
honoi. Juvenal
place of ~Mary's
Jerusalem at Getl
hody was not ther
her interment,
visited the tomb,
aarments which

sail

on **The Sleep of

We have re
tradition that at t
ous sleep of the B
Apostles, who wer
the world for tl
nations, assemble
lem,  whither t
in a moment ot t
through the air.
there a vision of
them, and a ps:
heavenly being
1 the divine
i ave up
hands of God. |
had received fro
mannes, and wh
the piace calle
yaiscd to heaven
the angels and aj
heing heard conti
' +lapse
1en the angelic
they opened  the
unable to find th
covered her gart
fragrant odor, af
closed the tomb,
prisedat this mir
arrived at the «
the will of her
heaven her virg
His own body
le, being the (
Glory, was made
that her virgi
preses ved inco
honored by b
heaven betore
versal resurrect

Apostles, St

O s were I\]‘l'r
had written a le
which the partic

relaicd at leng

every reason
body had rem:
relics would ha

f \ t
i rreatest ¢

Christ and Hi
i had been |
t that tl
o, fave

[ by Juv
of Jerusalem,

know tl

of the circun

ssed Virgin

heen kept fro
it is mentiond

Charlemagne,

Council of
It was celebr
before this,
spoaks of it

churches duri

Thece is thi
Assumption of
the Ascension
ascended int
power, where

assumed, or t;

1 1Vvor
St. Peter 1
Treatise on tl

The Savi
\ S own p
sion implies s
Creator. H
Angels, but
he into the

lary was

the favor of
Y1l and
translati

Many  are

vouchsated

nacul
when she be

it cannot be

that at her d
mauniiested t




