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2 THE CATHOLIC RECORD. b worshoia 1.
. ‘ — g s e ! ;
De Profundis ‘ aceess to it, throngh the principal or back entrance | every side, and entering into the house, by the hack l atus, and his exoreist Secundus, officially appointed | ¢ though, no doubt, you would he heartily glad to

Bsesias of the house, and little or no notice would be taken
of the ciretnstance,
| There is an another important phenomenon in
| the social life of the carly  Christians,
& liiati ooy dlong | would h_mwll\' know l{n\\' to l‘wli--\'-‘. were 1ot evi-
The grandest octayes of the heart,” dence of it hronght before ns in _lllv.lllu-l authentic
The poct priest sings best the songs of sorrow ‘ Acts of the martys, and in :'n'l"l‘\l:A-H:i.l] ]AI*'I\I‘\‘. § It
he interprets hest the hearts of his ople *in their | l\ll!ll‘ u;n- calment which they contrived to practise,
woe,”  When the “Conquered Banner” was furled | Y doubt can be entertained, that persons wen
in glory, he embalmed it in a song which will keep
fresh its immortelles,  And now, when the pestilence
comes, aud spreads over the land it raven wings,
from the dark shodow he chants a lamentation
which points us all to prayer,  But he wants
* o+ Yo nmme, no other fume
Than this—a Priest of God,” |

Welay before our readers a rave treat fo-day-—a
vich, weird strain, fresh from a poet’s pen—a sad
refrain from a master hand,

spicions public situations, were nea the persons of
the emperors, who were Christians; and yet were
[ not suspected to be such by their most  intimate
heathen friends, oeemrred,  where the
neare<t relations were kept in - ignorance on this
[ subject,  Nolie, no dissembling, no a tion especially
| ineonsistent with Chvistian morality or Christian
| truth, was ever ,wnnillwl to ensure such secrcey,
But their precantion compatible with omplete truth
was taken to conceal Chnstianity from the publi
(No domestic conceahnent  surely  conld he
more diflienlt than that of a wife’s religion from he
| hushand.  Yet Tertullian supposes this to Juve not
| been  uncommon, For, spe v of a married
Oh, my Glod ! woe are wo! ; \\um.mfwn_umml‘ ating hivi ol howme, a
Trablelh e tourher o pracice i those s of percention, e
y o h:,l,:. is dying in ¢ ~l::l|‘,lx “Let not your husband know what yon taste s
And Terror wilketh everywhere, ly, before every other food; and if he <hall LI\II
. | the bread, may he not know it to he what it is cal
AL e houas are uil of tears, ' Ad Uor. lib, i, . 5. Whereas, in another ple

Ohy, my God ! woe are we! A N : 3
Grief keeps wateh in hrightest eyes— writes of a Catholic husband and wife giving
munion to one another,

Nay, cases

DE PROFUNDIS,

| eye.

BY FATHER RY AN,

Ah! Days s
Woe i
Apd the D
¢ 1

com-
De Monogamia, ¢, 11).
However necessary this prudential eonrse might

ivery heart is strung with fears, |
1 wWoe are we

it hath lert the skies, |
. iving awe-struck crowds L
~ thove them only elouds |
And around them only shrouds,

L to prevent any wanton  perse ution, its conse-
quences fell often heavily npon those who held it
The heathen world, the world of power, of influene

Ah! the terrible f; and of state, the world which made st

rewells!

laws as

Woe are the sare they! . . 1
Wi o SRRt Won \m':kli]m..l:.'.\.mm, nited it, and exceuted them, the world that loved
W e bl vesper hells earthly prosperity and hated faith, felt itself s
Oh, my God ! woe are w !

rounded, filled, compenetrated hy a mvsterions
system, which ~;-l-wt-l. no one could see how, and
exercised an influence derived no one knew whenee,
Familics were startled at finding a son or daughter
to have embraced the new  law, with which they
were not aware that they had heen in contact, and
whicl, in their heated fancies and popnlar views,

Woe are all ! wc ! they considered stupid, grovelling, and anti-social.

Death is vietor in the strife: ’ " h :

In the hut and in the hall | Henee the hatred of Clivistianity wa
He is writing on the wall | asreligions; the system was
Dooms for many, tears tor all, as havine an interest oppo

Ri he awful undertones!
Not asun in any day!
In the night time not a ray.
And the dying pass awuy |

Dark ! sodark
Oh, my Giod
Cowereth ey
Wild the w

om=id

Lhro' the cities burns o breath,
Woe are they ! woe are we!
4 wlly wrath @
s in death

and spiritual power.  The Christians were: pro-

[ mounced arreligiost in Cosares, * disloval to the emper-

ors,” and that was enoug Hence their security

il Al e and peace depended mne i upon the ~|:|lln-»¢'.|1n]||l1"ll

weir mothers widl and weep | feeling: when any  demagogue or fanatic conld

In the grave their tathers sleep. | sneceed in rousing this, neither theiv denial of the
Mothers waft thelr prayers on high, charges hronght tinst them, nor their peaceful

Oh, my God! woe arewe!
With their dead ehild on their hreast,
And the Altars ask the sky,
Oh, my Christ! woe are we!l
“Give the dead, O Father! rest!

demeanour, nor the elaims of civilized life, could
| suflice to sereen them from such measure of perse-

I ention as could he safely urged against them,

| After these digressive remarks, we  will resame,
Spare thy people! Merey ! | . 2 .
Answer will not come 1o | and unite again the broken thread of our narrative,
Horror moveth everywhere, | —
And the Temples miss the Priest | (HAPTER XIIL
Oh, my God! woe are we! |
And the dle mourns the child, HE WOLF AND THE FOX.
: bridal fens The 1ii ' - 1 ‘
~Ih,'7|"l_“\',,l i ..'},',:“f”.,'”\‘t,":;' i I'he hints of the Afvican slave had not been
Think liow those poor dead eyes smiled ; thrown away upon the sordid mind of Corvinus,

'I":'\"““.‘;":'i.f'i'L“'_‘l‘;[‘]‘::""\‘\”‘“"“ ‘ ”vl own hatred of ('l,ni—xi.v_ni!\' ( from the
All the strength of love is vain. circumstance, that a former mistress of hers had he-
Weep? hut tears are weak as foam— | come a Christian, and had manumiited all herslaves;
e hre Y01 WOD Are Wel | but, feeling it wrong to turn <o dangerous a
They but break upon the shove character as Afra, or ratherJubala (her proper name

“inding bety | upon the world, had transfi ried hier to another pro

| prietor.

Corvinns had often seen
other places of public resort, had admived add envied
him, for hi< appearance, his dress, his conversation.
But with his antoward <hivness, or moroseness, lu
could never have found courage to address him, had

| he not now discovered, that though a more refined,
he was not a less profonnd than  himself.

arose

i e we!
Waltl nevermore!

Ah. the dead D they are so lono, |
Just o grave, and just aostone,

And the memory of oo,

Pray ? yes, pray; for God is sweet
,my God! woe are we!

< will trickle into prayers

m owe kneel down at His feet

Woe are we'! woe are we
With our erosses and « cares,

He will ealm the tortared breast,

He will give the troubled rest ¢ TEP e APER o P

And the dead he wateheth best. [ f I.]u « ||||xhlh m I.” W ‘IL.]I ! my 1on,

- while his own brute foree, and unfeeling reckless-

= | ness, might he valuable anxiliavies to those highe
FABIOLA;
’

vifts,  He had the young stranger in his power, by
OR |

[ the discovery which he had made of his real cha
CHURCH OF THE CATACOMDBS,

ter.  He determined, thevefore, to make an

villain

-
eliont,
otherwise

and enter into alliance  with one  who
[ might prove adangerous rival.
It was about ten days after the meeting Tast de-
[ seribed, that Corvinus went to stroll v Pompey’s
| gardens,  These covered the space vound his theatre,
i the neighiborhiood of the present Piazza Farnese,
A conflagration in the rveign of Carinus had lately
destroved the scene, as it was called, of the edifice,
and Dioclesian had repaived it with great magnifi-
The cardens were distingnished from others
by rows of plane-trees, which formed a - delicions
Diade,  Statues of wild beasts, fonntains and arti-
ficial Wrooks, profusdly adomed  them. While
sanntering about, he caught a <ight of Fulvins and
| at onee made up to hin.

“What do vou want with me 7 asked the foreig-
ner, with a look of swrprise and scorn at the sloven-
Iv dress of Corvinus,

“To have a talk with vou, which
to vour advantage—and mine,”

“What can you propose to we, with the first of

No doubt at all ds to the

THE

BY HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL WISEMAN,

We ean thus easily nndevstand how, at any
ticular time, ass perseeution might vage in Gaul,
or Afvica, or A while the main part of the Chureh
was enjoving peace, But Rome was undonbtedly |
the place most subject to frequent outhreaks of the
hostile spirit; =0 that it might be considered as the
privil of its pontiffs, dwing  the  fivst three
centuries, to bear the witness of hlood to the faith
which they taught.  Tobe elected Pope was equival-
ent to being promoted to martyrdom,

At the penod of our nanative, the Chinreh was in
one of those longer intervals of comparative peace,
which gave opportunity  for great development,
From the death of Valerian, 268, there had been no
new formal perseeution, though the intevval is glovi- | these veeonmmendations £
fied by many noble martvrdoms, During <uch
periods, the Christians were able to carvy out their |
religious svstem with completences and even with
splendor, - The city was  divided into  districts »

jrar-

cenee,

may tuwrn out

\"\“ll"...

S Fulvius, T am a plain-spoken man. and have no
pretensions to vour cleverness and « ]
Fare hoth of one trade

coance; hut w

ad hoth consequently of one

parishes wh having its title or churehy served by | anind.”
priests, deacons, and inferior ministers, The poor | Fylvius started, and deeply coloreds then said,
were sapported, the siek visited, catechumens in- - with a contemptuous air, “What do you wmean,

structed: the Saceaments werc administered, daily |
worship was practised, and the penitential canons |
were enforeed by the clergy of cach title; and ol
lections were made for these purposes, and others
connected with s charity, and its consequence,
hospitality. 1t is recorded, that in 250, during the
pontificate of Cornelins, there were in Rome forty-
six priests, a hundred and fifty-four inferior minis-
ters, who were supported by the alms of the faith-
ful, together with fifteen hundred  poor, Eunselh,
B, H. L vi e 430, This mumber of the priests pretty Fulvius was stageeved:s thenrallying, said, “What
nearly corresponds to that of the titles, which St. | vight have vou to make suchan odions charge against
Optatus tells us there werd in Rowe. | e 1?

Although the tombs of the martyrs in - the eata
combs continued  to - he objeets of devotion daring
these more peaceful intervals, and these asvhuns of |
the persed uted were kept in order and vepair, they
did not then serve for Y‘uwvlwlin.ll\ places of worship.
The churches to which we have already alluded were | the eity.”
often public, large, and even splendid; and heathens |
used to he present at the sermons delivered in them,
and such portions of the liturgy as were open to
catechumens,  But generally they were in private
houses, probably made out of the Targe halls, o1
teielinie, which the nobler mansions contained. Thus
we know that many of the titles in - Rowm Corvinus returmed hiome, not
oviginally of that chavacter.  Tertallian mentions | first attewmpt at diplomacy he procured a ganment
Chyistian cemeteries under a name, and with civenm- | shabbier than his own from one of his father's
ctances. whiel show that they were above ground, | slaves, and was at the appointed spot by the fivst
for he compares them to threshing-floors, which were | dawn of day,  He had to wait a long time, and had
necessarily exposed to the air, almost Tost patience, when e saw his new friend
B A custom of ancient Roman light will vemove an | approad h.
ohjection which may arise, Lhow  considerable Folvius was well weapped np in a large over-coat,
multitudes could assemble in these places, without T and wore its hood over his face,  He thus saluted
attracting attention, and consequently pevsecution. | Corvinus,

sivrah

ST von double vour first,” vejoined Corvinus, to
<how me the fine rings on vour delicate fingers, it
is very well. - But if you mean to threaten by it
vou may as well put your hand agail into the folds
of vour toga, It is more graceful.”

SCnt this matter short, =i, Again Task,
yvou mean "

“This, Fulvins” and he whispered into his ear,
“that yow arve a spy and an informer.”

what do

"

“You diseorer with a strong emphasis) “a con
spiracy in the Bast, and Dioclesian—"

Fulviusstopped him, and a ked, “What is vow
name, and who are vou /7

“ 1 am Corvinus, the <on of Tertullus,

prefect of

This seemed to acconnt for all; and  Fulvius said,

in subdued tones, * No move here; T osee friends
comine,  Meet me disgnised at daybreak to-muorrow
in the Patrvician Street, (the Vieus Patricius
the portico of the Baths of Novatus, We

under
will talk
at leisure,”

W l-satisfied with his

as to

It was usnal for what may be called a levee tobe “Good morming, comrade ; T fear Thavekept you
Leld every morning by the vich, attended Dy de- | waiting in the cold morning air, especially  as you
pendents, ov - clients, and  messengers frome their | ave thinly clad.” |

friends, cither daves or freedmen, some ot whom “Town,” replied Corvinus, “that T <hould have

were admitted into the inner court, to the master'’s
prosence, while others only presented  them clves,
and were dismissed,  Hundreds might thus go in
and out of & great house, in agddition to the crowd
of domestic slaves, tradespeople, and others who had

heen tived, had T not Been immensely amsed
vet puzzled, by what 1 have heen obse rving.”
“What is that !
“ Why, from an early hour, long,
my coming there have been

and

peet, hefor
here from

which one |

moving in the highest society, were oceupy ing con- |

litical as well |
as un-Roman, |
«l to the extension and |
prosperity of the cmpire, and as obeying an nnseen |

FFulvius at the haths and |

Fulvins's wit and eleverness might supply the want |

door in the narrow street, the rarest collection of

Jame, the maimed, the deerepit, the deformed  of
every possible shape; while by the t'|-<.{x\'|l|.‘)nv-«'\um.l.
prersons have entered, v\’ill\'lllly of a different class,

“ Whase house is it, do yon know ! _ll _]*'-']h‘ {
large old house, but rather out of « ..n.litlun._'

STt belongs to a very rich, and, it is said, very
[ miserly, old patrician,  But look ! there come son
more,

At that moment a very feeble man, hent down by
Wis ap wroaching, ~Illtl|lvl'lt‘ll by a youug and
| eheerful girl, who eliatted most kindly to him as she
supported hin, k

“We are just there,” she said to himg “a few
maore steps, And you shall sit down and rest,”

“Thank vou, my ehild,” veplied the poor old man:
“low kind of vou to come for me so early !”

w1 knew.” she said, “von would want help: and
as T am the most uselessperson about, 1 thought 1
would go and fetch you,”

“1 have always he ard that blind ]n'H]r' ] sxelfish,
and it seems but natural; buat  you, Ciectlia,  ar
certainly an exception,”

“N ot at all: Thic jconly

n

i WAy of showing =cltish-
ness,"’

“ How do
“Why, firs

on mean
I et theadvantage of your ey

and

was an eve to the Dlind,” that is you; and *a foot fo
the lame,” that is myself.””  (Joh xxix. 15).
They reached the door as she spoke these words.
“That girl is Dind,” said Fulvins to Corvinfis,
“Do von not see how straight she walks, without
looking right or left 7
“ 8 she =" auswered the other.  “Surely thix is
| not the place so often spoken of, where beggars meet
and the blind see, and  the lame walk, and all feast
tozether?  But yet I olserved thes people were <o
different from the wendicants on the Avician Dridge.
The place most noted in the neighborhood of Rome
for whining and importunate bhe They ap-
peared ves) ctable and even che 3 oand
asked me for alms as he passed.”
S0 is very strange; and I should
out the mystery,
| got out of it
rich 1
“Timmiensely [

1ot one

like to make
A good job wmight, perhaps, e
The old patrician, you say, iz very

one leg like a eripple, and join the next group of
| queer ones that come, and go  boldly in, doing as
they do.”

“That will hardly sueceed: depend u
one of these people is known at the hous
[ 1 am sure not, for several of them asked me if
this was the honse of the Lady Agnes.™

“OFf whom 27 asked Fulvius, witha start,

“Why do vou look =0 said Cowvinus,  * It is
[ the house of lier pavents: It she i= better known

than they, as being a voung heivess, nearly as rich
| a< her cousin Fabhiola.”

Fulvius paused for a moment: a strong stspicion,
too subtle and important to b communicated to his
rude companion, flashed through his mind,  He
said, therefore, to Corvinus

“If vou are sure that these people arve not familia

on it every

at the honse, try vour plan. 1 have met the lady
[ before, and will venture by the front door,  Thus
we <hall have a double chane

“Do you know what I have heen thinking, Ful-
vius?”
“Something very Ivight, no donht.”
“That when vou and T join in any enterprise, wi
<hall always have two chanees”
“What are they
“The fox's and the wolf's,
rob a fold.”
Fulvins cast on him a look of disdain, which Cor-
I vinus vetured by ahideons leer; and they separated
| fon their respeetive post

when they conspire te

CHAPTER NITL
CHARITY.

A< we do not choose to enter the house of Aunes,
either with the wolf or with the fox, we will take a
more spiritnal mode of doing =0, and tind ourselves
at onee in the inside,

The parents of
ancestiv, and her family was one of recent
don. but had for several generations professed the
faith, A heathen  families was -\un-hnl the
memory of ancestors who had won  a triumph, o
held high offices in this, and other
Clivistian houses, was preserved with pionsreverence
and affectionate |.1':Alv. the remembrance  of thos
relations who had, in the last hundred and fifty
years or more, horne the paln of martvrdom, o
oceupied the sublimer dignities of the Chreh. But
though enuobled thus, and witha constant stream of
blood ]n-lnml for Christ, .lwwmlw:m\‘llg the waving
hranches of the family-tree, the stem had never heen
hewn down, but had  survived  repeated
This wosneprising: but when we
| how many a soldier coes through a whols

conver-

in the state, =o

Stortns,
retlect
canpaign

inay appe

of frequent actions, and does not veceive aowound; - panish such violatians of dometic vights, an intrude

or how many a family endures untainted through a
plague, we cannot be surprised if Providence watch-
e over the well-heing of the Charely, by preserving
in ity through old  family  successions, long un-
roken chains of tradition, and <o enabling the faith-
ful to sav:—* Unless the Lovd of Hosts had left us
seed, we had been as Sodom, and we should have
heen like to Gomorrha”? (1= 1. 9).

All the honors aud the hopes of this familyv center-
el now in one, whose name i already know to om
readers, only child of that ancient house,
Given to her parvent they had reached the very

et i
Adnes, th

verge of hope that their line mld be continwed, she | staving at him, and the decvepit veady to wield thei

Lad Deen from infaney Dlest with such o sweetness
of disposition, sueh a - docility and intelligence of

mind, and such simplicity and innocence of chavac- | and he hoped to frame some excuse for getting e mysterions import, the strangeness of - the

ter, that <he had grown up the common object of
love, and almost of reveranee, to the entire house,
from her parents down to the Jowest scrvant. Yot
nothing scemed to spoil, or wrap, the  compact
virtaonsness of her natare; bat her good qualifies
expanded, with a we -balanced  adjustment, which
at the carly in which we find her, had vipened
| into combined grace and wisdom, — She sharved all
her parents” virtuous thonghts, and caved as little fo
the world as they,  She lived with them in a small
portion of the mansion, which was fitted up with
though not with luxury;  and  thei
establishment  was adequate to - all  their wants.
Here they received the few friends with whom they

1
clegancee,

preserved familiae velations; though, as they did not |

Fahiola wa
| forred ‘;Hihj__‘

entertain, norgo out, these were few,
an oceasional visitor, though Agnes
to see her at her honse: and she often expressed to
her voung friend her longing for the day,  when,

t witable mateh, she wounld re-cmbel-
\ open all the splendid dwelling For, not-
withstandine the Voconian law “on the inheritanee
of women, now obsolete, Aones had received
from collateral sonrees, large personal additions to
the family property.

In g
visited,attributed appearances to avarice,
lated what innnense aceumulations of wealth the
miserly parents must he putting byv: and conceluded,
that all hevond the =olid scrcen which shat up th
<eeond conrt, were left to fall into decay and roin,

It is not =0, however,  The funer part of the
house, consisting of a Tara nrt, and the wanden,
with a detached dining-hall, or triclinium, twmed
into a churel, and the upper portion of the hous
aceessihle from those parts, were  devoted  to the
administration of that copious chait,. which the
Cheeh carvied oncas a b of its lift It
under the care ¢

meetimg with a

heathen  world,

who
and caen

1
eneral, of conrse, i

Wis

1 divection of

miserable objects that you ever saw; the blind, the |

then 1 get the satisfaction of supporting you. i

CNES TEPI sented noble Tines of | known to him by the name of

the deacon Repar- !

by the supreme Poutiff to take care of the sick,poor,
strangers, in one of the seven  regions into which
| Pope Cajus, about five years before, had divided the
| city for this purpose; committing ach region to one
| of the seven deacons of the Roman Charel,
| Rooms were set apart for lodging strangers who
from a distance, yecomue nded ll) other
churehes: and a frugal table was provided for them,
Up stairs were apartments for an hospital for the
bed-vidden, the deerepit, and the sick. under the care
| of the deaconesses, and such of the faithful as loved
| to assist in this work of chavity, It was here that
| the Wind girl had her eell, though she vefused to take
| her food, as we have seen in the house.  The tabli-
| s, or muniment-room, which cenerally stood de-
| tached in the  widdle of the  passage e
tween the inmer comrts, served as the offied and
archives for transacting the business of this chari-
table establishiment, and presevving all local  docu
ments, such as the acts of martyrs, procured or com-
piled by one of the seven notaries, kept for that

can

see it

“By no means, 1 assure you; I hold you no
grudge, If, therefore, you require relief, tell mes;
and though it is not right that you should be here, |
can take you into a private chamber where you can
recelve it unknown,”

SThen T will tell vou the trath: T came in here
mercly for a freak; and 1 should be glad if you
could get me quictly ont,”

“Corvinus,” said the youth, with some sternness,
“this is a serions offence,  What would your fathe
sy, if 1 desived  these young men, who would
instantly obey, to take vou as you are, barefoot,
clothed ¢ Jdave, counterfeiting a eripple, into the
Foram before his tribunal, and publicly charge you
with what every Roman wounld resent, forcing your
| way into the heart of a patrician’s house 1
gL For the God’s sakes, good  Pancratinsg, do not
[ inflict such frightful punishment.”

\ “You know, Corvinus, that your own father
would be obliged to act towards you the part of

yurpose. by institution of 8t, Clement L, who was | Junius Bratns, or forfeit his oftice.”
purj |

| attached to that region.
A door of commmunication allowed  th
to assist inthese works of charity: and
hee acceustoned romm cluldhood 1o
many timesa day, and to pass how
Leaming. like an angel of light, consolation and joy
on the suffering and distressed,  This

household
Acnmes had

Wi 1 ddi

house,

and it was aceess

le for these purposes throngh the
| posticam or hack-door, stnated inoa narrow lane
| Tittle frequented,  No wonder that  with
establishment, the fortune  of the imnat
find an easy application
We heard Pancratin rest Sebastian, to
for the distribution of his plate and jewels
the po ithout it heing known 1o
hel

Arvange

whom  they

l]lr Ires AI{\‘.H\» |

then,
might be called the almonry of the vegion, or district,
of charity and hospitality in which it was situated,

such an |

anmony

vou hold sacred, not to dishonor me and mine so
My father and his house, not 1, would bhe

| erishedd did Paiied ol evel,

i 1 entreat vou by all that vou love, by all that
i

cruelly.
I will go vy K
and beg vour pardon for my former injuries, if you
will only be mereiful.”

s Hold, hold, Corvinus, I have told vou that was
‘ lone forcotten,  Bat hear me now.  Every one buat

the Dlind around von is a witness to this outrage.
*| There will be a Tundred evidences to prove it,  If
* | ever, then, yon speak of this assembly, still more if
ever vou attempt to molest any one for it, we shall

should ‘ have it in our power to bring vou to trial at your

own father’s judgment-scat. Do

me, Corvinns
=1 do, indead,”

tone.  “Ney

vou understand

replicd the captive, in a whining
1 ]

will 1

heeed, He had not 1ot sight of the commission, |y, | il ¥ .,,,,.:":l‘u'f,h,'. “
and had fixed on the honse of Agnes, as the fittest sicans Ao Rt iread ]
for this purpose.  On the morning which we have ¢ Hush. bush! we want no such oaths here. Take
described, the distribution had 1o take places other |y g, and walk withoane,”  Then turning to the
recions had sent their poor, and their deacons had | e, he continned:—*1

aceompanied them:
and other persons of higher ra
assist in the division,  Sowme of t
to enter by Corvinus,

|

Paneratius
come in
had been see

an and
had

“Humph! How could one manage to get in 27 ,_7_
“Thave it ! I will take off my shoes, serew up ‘ CHATTER NIV,

i XTREMES MEET,
A woup of pon

] pJpoxt
door, enabled Corvinus to tack himself to

omng ntunely t

them,

ey towards th

know this person; his
+ | coming here is quite a mistake.™

) The spectators, who had taken the wre teh’ssuppli-
cating gestures and tone for accompaniments to a
tale of woe, and strong application for relief, joined
in erving out, “Pancratius, vou will not send
v fasting and unsucconred 7

we that to me,” was the veply, The =elf.
|W.|mn:lui porters gave wi hefore Panerating, who
inus, still pretending to limp, into the
issed hinn,

him

saving:—"Corvinus, wi

(

wm admirable counterfeit, in all but the madesty of its; only, take care of your promise.”
theiv deportment. He kept - =ufiic ently  ¢lose to 1=, A~ we have seen, went to try his fortune
them to hear that e o thenn, as he enterad in, | by the front door.  He found it, aceording to Roman
pronounced the words, = Do patins” * Thanks be to | enstom, unlocke nd, indeed, no one conld have
God.” This was not merely a Christian, It a ility of a stranger entering at
Catholie pass=sword: for St. Augustine tells us that 1 Instead of a porter, he found, guard-
hereties tidienled Cathiolies for using i cround utl , omly mple-look T about twelve
that it was not a salutation hut 1 : pl thirt s ae, elad ina peasant’s garment,
that Cathiolies used it hecanse conscevated by pis om was near; and he thought it an excel-
usage. 1t is yet employedin Haly inthe same man- | lent opy nity to verify  the strong  suspicion
ner.

Corvinus |

which

had erossed his mind,  Aceordin
d the Tittte portress

, he thus

‘ ol na 1 \

dlowed to pass. Follow Ty, an A\ vour name, child, and who are von
copyving their manners and gestur Che found him “Eu nt the Lad
<If in the inner comt of the house, which wa

alveady filled with the poor and infirm.  The men an e asl or sl

were ranged on oneside, the women on the oth nt opened h \

Undder t portico at the end were tables piled with mee, amd 1)
‘-w~l1\ plate, and near them was another covered 1 the evider

with brilliant jewellery,  Two silver and gold smith that

were weighing and valuing most conscien v thi ]

property: and heside them was
they would give, to he disteibuted ame
i just proportion,

Corvinus eved all this with heart
He would have given any thing to get it all, an
almost thought of making a dash at something, a
running out. But he saw at onee the follv ora

cluttonous

1

the money whicl fape
nst the poor,

t who had been Acnes’ nurse, 'i‘h
motlier L just died, and her Kin had  sent
for the orphan daughter, inten instruet
-1 ed and baptised, Shi domly vodav oy
L two hefore, on the ~uh
11

| Ject

and was vet totally 1o

{ aul- Fulvius stood embarrassed what to do next.
ness of ~|u?v ;x;~1||~_ :x_ml resolved  to wait for a | Sglitnde made him feel as awkwardly situated, as a
sharve, and in the meantime take note for Fulvins of | owd was making Corvinus,  He  thought  of 1

all he saw.  He soom, however, b
awkwardness of his present

ame aware of th

position.  While the

poor were all mixed up together and movine about,

he remained unmoticed.
voung wen of peeuliarly
and evidently of authorvity, dress

But e soon saw sevar

Dalmatic,
Dalmatian orviging that is, having over the
instead of the toga, a close-fitting
with ample, hat not over long or wide, sleeves;
dress adopted and worn by the deacons, no

Tt

wentle manners, hut active,
-41 in I]n- carment
from its | 5.4

<horter tunicle,

treating, but this would have de
he was going to advance, v
might conmit himself m asautly, At this eritical
setnre. whom should he see coming lightly across
the comrt but the vouthful mistress of the house, all
jov, all spring, all brightness and sunshine, A
Jie saw i, she stood, as if to receive his

stroved all his 'lew-;
hen he reflected that e

<s00m
errand,
is blandest smile and most
and thus addrvessed her:

“ have anticipated the sual howr at which visi

as

+ | and he approached with
courtly

gesture,

i \ . i e AU o come, and, 1 fear, o ar an intruder
N GRPRCE LEIUE HUHNATES of their sccondary | g<an humble elient of vour n use,”

duties about the sick and poor, “Our hin he replied, smilin Dok t f
These officers went on marshallinge the mits Yients, ot do % ‘; thiais Fan xva s . A

cach evidently knowing those of his t, and | tentions to influence o 1 Gl

condneting them to a pecaliar spot within the
porticoes,  But as no one recognized  m
Corvinus for one of his poor, he was at
alone in the middle of the court,  Even his (ul
mind could not feel the anomalous situation inte
which Tie had thrust himself.  Herve he was, the
of the prefect of the city, whose duty it was

claime

mto the inmmost parts of a nobleman’s house,

entered by o cheat. dressed like a hegear, and ¢
ating himself with such people, of conrse for

sinister, ov at least unlawful, purpose.  He Jooke
towands the door, meditating anescape; hut e saw
it enarded by an old man named Diogenes "and hi
two stout =ons, who could havdly restrain their ho
Dlood at thi< insolence, thougeh thev onlv showed i
by seowling looks, and repressive Diting of thein lips
He saw that he was ¢
the voung  deacons,
towards him; 1

who cast oceasional glanee
¢ imagined that even the blind wer

erutehes like battle-axes against kim,  He had only

one consolation: it was evident e was not known

of the serape.

At leneth the Deacon Reparatus canie
and thus conrteonsly accosted him

“Friend. yon prohably do not hel
the regions invited
live 17

“In the vegion of the Alta Semita.”  (The upper
part of the Quivinal, leading to the Nomentan g
Porta Pia).

Thiz answer cave the civil, not the e
division of Rowe: <till R
Alta Sewmita is inwmy reg
to have scen vou,™”

i While he spoke these words, 1

up to him

here to-day,

Where do

lesiastical,
“The

Cvet Tdo not remeniher

atus went on

¢ was astonishad to
see the stranger turn deadly pale, and totter if

; 3 | as i
about to fall, while his

evesowere fixed upon the
door of communication  with the dwelling house,
Raparatus I:-u}.ul in the same  diveetion, and <aw
Paneratins, just entered. and catherd ome hasty
information from Secundns, (Y last hope
Wil son ”f tood the next woment confrontid

with the youth ked Raparatus to retin

maueh i the <ane fon as they had last met i,
only that, instead of a civele round him of appland-
evs and hackers, he was here hemmed in on all sides
by a multitude who evidently looked with admira-
tion npon his vival.  Nor could Corvinus helpn obe
serving the graceful development and manly Ml‘uin'
which the few weeks had given his late school-mate,
He expeeted avolley of keen veproach, and, perhaps,
L \} chastisement as he would himself have inflictad
in sinddl circumstances,  What was his amazement
when Pancratins thus addrvessed him in the mildest

tone:

"('-v.\IIHM. are vou really reduced to distress and
[ Tamed by some aceid Or how have vou left
vour father’s house I i

“Not quite come to that vet, T I ey
bully, enconraged o in<olence by the

v'l'\il.} the

gentle address,

leneth Teft

v stthjeet of consultation among

me to one of

von

ate,

ardon me; with snch a raler, it
ichiest of inthuences and the michtiest  of
those which rnleswithout effeet,
I st willing subject.”

S T

ossesses the

1| hiod

Powers,
over the heart as a

wpable of imagining that <iteh wonls
Tude to herself, she veplicd, with artless
S Oh, how true are vour words ! the
T i< indeed the
all within it.”
1 But LY interposed Falvius, “allude to that softer
and heniener dominion, which gracetul charms alone
can exereise on those who from near hehold them.”
Aones looked as ome entranceds her eves heheld a

could al
nplicity:

: Lord of this
sovercicn over the aftfeetions of

very different  image before her from that of he

U wretehed flatterers and with an impassioned  glanee
L fowards heaven, she exclaimed ’

b s yes He whose beauty <un and moon  in their

Hofty thrmament gaze on and admive, to Him s

pledged my <erviee and my love,”

Fulvius was confounded and perplexed. The in-
spived ook, the vapturons attitude, the music of the
tnilling tones in which shenttered these words, their
whole

<eene, viveted i to the spot, and - sealed his lips;

[ till feeling that he was losing  the favorable
© | opportumty Lie could ever expect of  opening his

ost

mind (affection it could not he ealled) to her, hie
holdly said, “it i< of yonu I am speaking; and 1
entreat vou to helieve my o expression of  sineerest

[ admiration of you, and
| to vou.”

of unbounded attachment

A« he uttered these words, he dropt on
[ his knee, and attempted to take her Tands but the
maiden bounded back with a shudder, and eoverad
her face with er trembling hands,

Fulvins started inan instant to his feet: for he
<aw Nebastian, who was come to summon Agnes to
the poor, impatient of her absence, striding forwards

U towards hin with an aiv of indignation,

“ e

d Agnes to i, ashwe approached,
3 rentleman has prolably entered
here by <ome unintentional wistake, and no doubt
will quictly retive.”  Saying this, she withdrew,

Sehastian, with his calwe but energetic manner,
now addressed the intruder, who quailed beneatl his
look.,  “Fulvius, what do vou here? what
has Brought you 7
answered he, regaining  courvage,
Sthat having met the Tady of the house at the same
with vou her noble cousin’s table, 1 have a
vighit to wait uponher, incommon with other volun-
tary chents,

“ PBut not at so unreasonable an
prestme (7

“The howr that s so wnveasonable for a youug
officer,” vetorted Fudvins insolently, “is not, 1 teast,
<o for a civilian,”

Sehastion had to use all his powaer of relf-control

business

C1osuppose,”

liour as this, 1

to cheek his indignation, as he veplied,
To be Conttaed,
coe

Sivee e Count Joanmes has vetived to private life
there s boen a noticeable decline in eggesports,
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