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RETREATS FOR WORKMEN.

Rotreats for workmen, says Roav.
Father Plater, 8. J., have been started
{n many countries bat they have at
tyned their most complete develop-
ment in Belginm. Tt 1s ad nitted by all
that the men who have made these re
treats are assiduous at their parochial
doties and support their clergy with a
self-sacrificing zeal and devotion which
has changed the face of numberless
parishes in this conntry. The first
house (Foyt) during the sixteen years
of ite existence has given retreats to
more than 22000 men. Ghent, in
pearly fourteen years, has received
some 18,000 men., About 10,000 men
made retreats in the various houses
during the year 1907. Now if we re-
member that these thousands of men
have, in the great majority cf cases,
undergone a real spiritual change—
that they have gone forth apostles and
centres of light to tkelr fellows—we
shall easily understand that the good
effacts of the retreats have besen felt
all over B:lgium and that thoy have
produced a radical change in the char-
aoter of whole districts of the popala-

tion.

Thi+ is a building of a bulwark
against tna forces of evil, and th» men
w1+ 4+ aot blind to the sapernataral

wor 1, and whose labors are sweetened
by the hopa of heaven, should be in
valperable to the attacks of the S»
cialist and an aid to their weaker brath-

ren.

NOI' SO JUBILANT.

An exchange is jublan% over t e
jact that the day of controversy
rone and that this
ned generation is averse to the clash
and conflict of divergent viexs.

Wa admit that conbroversy is nol so
nach in honor as in times past, bat we
cannot deriv2 mach enjoyment from tle
faot, becanse to our miaod doe
more to indiffsrence than to enlight
enmont. Thay who regard faith as of
paramonunt importance are willing to
battle for it on occasion. If we permit
calamny to pass unchallengsd we have
certainly nothing to boast of and we
may bo perilously near the country of
the individuals who regard Chrissian-
ity as something not to b> taken too
serlonsly by those who wish to get on
in the world. And, perchance, some of
us never know enough about our re-
ligion to care for it. And they who
whittle down their faith do not always
get what they strive for—the world's
approval. Men like a bonny fighter,
)2t they can have buf contempt for
the Catholies who shamble through
life with bated breath as if they were
m the planet on safferance, and ascribe
their timidity to what they ecall pru-
lence but which the normal call coward-
We may bo quite sure that criti-
visms of authorisy are not proofs of
they are confes-

is

opines

it is

oe.

rovd mindedaess :

enlight. |

may, when the game is done, fiad our- | him when we suffer sordid realities to
steal tha bloom from his soul and the

selves in the land where we get the
promised wages. But pride seems so | p
natural and so human that we are|b
tempted to dally with it, to examine it
and to wake it our own. For example,
the Catholics who read hut the daily [h
prints get & kaowledge of things that
are nobt so about the policy of the Holy | A
I sther,
echo the editors who are sure that the
Pope does not understand the age and
wishes to hinder progress. It matters | a
nothing that such Catholics are skirt | &
ing the border of disobedience and re- | ®
bellion. And what is more strange is | ©
that they are unable to give a reason |0
for their attitude. They are either
very worldly or indifferent. If they
read what the Holy Father says, and
not what scribes make him say, they

wight have correct views on the ques. | FATHER

tion, and if they kep* conscience in
harmony with that of Peter's they
would not be 8o generous with oriti-
cism, Pride is a heaty drink and has
made men and makes men do ridicu-
lous thiogs, so ridiculons in fact that
pride's victims seem to be insane on
some matters.

———————

SOME SCHOOLMASI'ERS.

According to s)me pedagngues the
child is a wondrous animal and mus? be
treated in a sclentific fashion, For his
benefit they form plans and make the
child conform thom, Hancs thoy
either tarn out mental dyspeptica or
fondle him, taking him the while to
knowledge by easy by-paths. But they
do not teach him to use his own mental
machinery, which

to

is, or shuuld be, the
aim of the edaecator.

MATTERS OF MOMENT

While we are on this snbjsct let us
advise parents to be vigilant over the
games, entertainmants, compiny-keep
inz of their childran. Bat, perchance,
the children whom we have in mind are
orphans. Wao refer to the yonog who
are stealy contributions to the ** mov
[f they had parents
be eithar in bed or at their

"

ing picture shows
they woul
books and not in a theatre looking at

pietures more or less artistie, and
listening to comments which oftines
woald not look wallin priat. They not

only lose time, but what is far more
serious, their weakoess and ignorance
are strengthened and intensifisd by
valgarity il not viea. I is not suar-
prisiog that with parents who are as
deaf to the voicas of duty as to the ad-
monitions of thelr spiritnal gaide we
have young men without reverence,
without gentleness, without a desire
Aund yeb strict-
pess might have laid the found .tions of
a true and noble manhood.

for self-improvement.

—n.

PHRASE.

‘* Taey all do it,"" is a very shabby
phrase and the only one we advance to
jastify oar going with the ecrowd, In
other words, wa are nobodies—not per-
Bacause neighbors adorn
their homes with pictures, more or less

A SHABBY

8s0ns. oar

pagan, we mast do ths same, Instead
of having Catholic emblams in the
family we have reprasentations that
exyite wordly or bad thoughts and

that wonld disgnst an o!der generation

of poverty of manhood and io-
yny that indifarencoe has oap
the soul.
THE MODERN METHOD.
rs ago they dragred Charistians
lions or sent them into eternity
f the sword., Later on they |
. Ch h of
N 1wy h
A 1 yiolos
i w | I 101
+ rs Wl

requontly to oue detbr

it. When wo si

game with conoeit or vain zlory or re
bellion tugging at our heart-strings we
and perhaps

are in danger of peaury,

down to play ?,'l«‘l,—,"xﬂ"fl-l's him, 1 s a child

that was stricter on this m r than we
are. T pictures aers designated a
i ) Buat s0o are deamatic messes of |
1 orruption and borks whigh s"‘li‘
iroon les of n L) e |
|
| 1 wnece at t |
| idnals wh Arn v {

be near the kinglom ol
have his dereams and
flecked by any stain.

knowladge un-

Bat wo defraud

when the harm is done, we exhort him
to read iastructive books,

such books tiresome and go back and

They are half dieposed to | cerned, amnong the literature of rag-
time.
they may be taught to read books which

basiug trash of the yellow paper.
—eee

WORKMAN THE BASIS OF SOCIAL

grievan_ e.
0" jaet, “‘to tell us about so~ial reform.
We expected to hear somethiog prac-
tical.
secure a minimam wage, how to check
the abuses of capitalirm, how to recure
a little justice 1or workingmen,
you have talksd at l=ngth avout purely
spiritual thingzs.

that? Maditation won't feed hungry
children. The Rosary won't break
through trusts and combines, P.ayer

may be all very well in its way, but it
won't give us a living wage.
it's the employers who need
not the men.
ingman

enough; the daties of the capitalist
might be made the sutj.ctof a few
sermons now. Not that we thiok it

them to increa:e their subscriptions to
charity that
we compel men to give it t» us.

ing a liv
few of th:-se obj ctions,

| ** A Bass for

other that we can thiok of.

arity that shoald be ahle to penetrate
oth heaven and hell. Aod later on,

e may
aarken to us, but we fear he will deem

x his abode, 8o far as reading is con-
When, however, they are young

re useful and formative of high ideals
nd to have a tasts for theliterature of
ternity. Oae thing certain is that we
aonot expect to fod intelligent Cabh-
lics among those who feed on the de-

REFORDN.
PLATER TELLS WHY HE
WRITES TO WORKING CLASS IN
CONCLUDING PAPER OF TIMELY

FERIKS

(From the E ;glish Catholic Tim2s,)
Some of oue readers may have a
“Youn set out,”’ they will

We wainted to ba told how t)

And

What 13 the use of

Bosides,
re reats,
Toe duties of the work-

have wveen preached quite

woald do much good. It might lead
institutions. Bat it's rot
waat. Iu's jastice.
And jistice we shall never get nnless

sharitable
we

All very plausible,
tle too fast,

3ut we are go
Lot us consider a

have called these artizles
Social Reform.”’ and we
have done so deliberately, becanse that
title describes them better than any
[5 was not
merely a dodge to attract the nnwary
reader, like the excitivg paragraphs in

Yes,

wo

motives for promoting sosial reform
and the principles on which it must
be conducted, but she impresses upon
them those gqualities without whieh
such reform s Impossible. The best
scheme in the world could effect noth
lng in a de-Christianized society.
Whoat legislative regulation of wages,
for instance, conld improve matters if
Wage earners were as a class intemper-
ate, extravagant, dishonest apd im
pure? Man must have learned to live
on & r:asonable wage if there is to be
any possibility of giving him what he
wants. And, speaking gonerally, re-
ligion alone can ma%e him content with
a reasonable wage. S) of the hours
of labor, Yus, they must be restricted
by law, and the workman must be savad
from those who would exploic his
labor. Bat who will sho» him how to
employ bis leisare ? If he is a materi-
alivt and believes that pleasure is the
ouvly good, then in his hours of leisure
he is only too likely to ruin himsalf
physically, weuinlly, and wmorally, and
bring the whole economic system to
the ground. [t is absurd tu say that
secular education or culture will save
man from debasing himselt, Read the
French newspapers and mark the froits
of godless edacation; note the giaot
crop of marde-s, snicides, and all law
lessness. Man needs a stronger ally
than secular instruction to save him
from the animal within him. The
Chureh alove can teach him how to
subdue it

\ad so we mightillustrate the matter

from a handred points of view. When
wen have learned to control their
appetites and limit their desires, then
we may hope tor social reform. As

long as they limit their vision to this
world they eannot be helped, nor ecan
they help themsalves ** The visible,"

says Carlyle, ** becomes the b:stial
when it rests not on the invisible."
A social reformer at the Zoo wonld
have little ehance of success. Daniel
ot lions' den might have had ex-
cellent schemes tor the social regener

they were ripe for destruetion
INDOLENT PHILANTHROI

Tais iy indolent philantbropy. Reform

the newspapers which begin with a
terrible accident and end up with a
patent mediciuve We have had social

reform in our minds from first to last, |

and we claim to have offared a more

practical solution than a great many

which are to ba heard n.wadays on

platforms or read in newspapers,

NO SOUND REFORM WITHOUR RELIGION
** Social Reform ''—the securing for

man of decent conditious of life ; the

checking of the abuses of capitalism ;|

the binding together of workmen for
their own protection ; their admission
to some at least of the privileges now
shared only by the few—all these
things we have had in view. Trus,
mere material comfort is not the be-all
and end-all of this life, We are born
for an eternal destiny, and mnst not
forget it. The thoaght of it must in
flueucs every department of life. Con-
pared to ths yreater issues a little hun
ger, a little pain may bs cheerlully
endared. They have their part i
strengthening character, in making us
sympathetic, in drawing us to God
Siints and good men even reek them
indastrionsly and joyously. Bat this
is very different trom acqnuirteing ir
bunger and pain which demoraliz

Degrading poverty is not the poveruy
praised by Christ and we muast wor
to get rid of i*« No m:n can be Chri:-
tianized so long as he remains bruta
ized. And, on th3 othar hand, when

0in a convineed Ohristian he w

not rest he has rescued his f

low-men from degradiug poverty. 1|

will fiad remedies—not pallia
possible, radic

is
notil

mere

)06, a8 fir as

vill help to 10ck the «
I'he brot! hood of ¢

) A e more real y hir

ghted id destr

of some of t

[ Klessness

INNER AY WELL AS OUTER REFORM
But more tnan this. Tne Church n¢

only gives men the strongest possible

must be more stroctural. Icshould tax

our brains and demand our personal
| attention, It is a matter wuere all
| ean help in one way or another. Are
we doilpng it ? Prayer, in brioging us
face to face with God, will bring us

| face to [1ce with our responsibilities.
*“It's the employers who need re
| treats—not the employed.”” Both need
retreats. Bat the employed need them
more than the employers, because the
| time i3 coming when the employed will
have the settilug of the business, and
it they settle it on non-Caristian lines
they will involve themselves and
everybody else in disaster. Yes leb it
not be thouzht that we hold the spirit
ual need of the workman to be greater
| than that of his employer. “G.d help
| the rieh'’ is the warning of the gospels,
And God help the comfortable Catho-
lic in easy circumstances who in this
hour of strife does not throwx all the
woight of his iuflience into the scale
of Christian reform,
PERPETUATING TH

ationof lions ; bus he would scarcely be
given an opportvnity of employing
them. When the Roman rabble we- e
claworous for bread and amusements |

|
|
|
us l('{
|
|
|

self command, and a sense of light-
hearted freodom. Hve seculariat
schools ever done the ike? Can the

dignity of labor"

Meditation won't teed hungry chil
dren. No, but it will make
sulve thau children shall not hunger
if we can prevent it. And we shall
prevent it not hy mere doles and soup- |
ticke's (which, however, have their |
pl ), but by more systematic meas- |
ures, A little medization would let |
Catholics see tbat they do not fulfll
their duties to their neighbor by be. |
stowi " C pers npon the indgent. l

rationalist do as much? ** The

is to them, hence
forth, no empty phrase. They know
their fellowship with Christ, and they
strive ganerounsly for the coming of His
kingdom. Reverence for holy things
and respect for lawful authority are
theirs. Taeir lives are in order, ard
they are men in consequence. Do not
imagine that their religion makes them
spiritless, Oa the contrary, it gives
them a strength which 18 none the less
vigorous because they know how to
control it.

press

CATHOLIC CHURCH LAUDED.

PROTESTANT PASTOR DEFEND3 THE
FAITH-THE REV, T. B. THOMPSON
TELLSCONGREGATIONALISTS BEA
NEsS IN RELIGION NOT TO BE
SCORNED

The Rev. Thomas Barney Thompson,
at the Piymouth Congregational church,
where a programme of Catholic musie
was given, including the ““Ave Maria"
and the ‘“‘Sanctus,’”’ from Farmer's
Mass, defended the Rorman Catholie
Church  He said :

““When Protestant ministers speak of
the Roman Catholie Church it 18 per-
force to speak in condemnation of her,
[ propose to assume the unlProtestant
like attitude of saying some things in
the way of respect and veneration of
ber wonderful ministry to toe centuries
of human life, There are undoubtedly
soma facts about this echurch that we as
Protestants cannot commend. But in
all fairness it must be adwmitted that
popu'ar ignorance, superficial konow-
ledge, and malicious slander have mis-
represented her teachings in many in-
stances.

““To contemplate her history is to
admire. Reformations, ware, empires,
and kingdoms have been arrayed against
her. After all centuries she
stands 80 stroog and so irmly rooted in
the lives of millions that she commands
our highest respect. As an institution

these

she is the most splendid the world has
ever seen. Governments I]A"'" aArisen |
and gone to the grave of the nations
since her advent. Psoples of every
tongae have worshipped at her altars
** The Roman Catholic Church has |
stood solid for law and order. Her
poliece power. in controlling millions |
untouched by the denominations has |

been great. When she speaks legi:la

tors, statesmen, politicians, and Guver-

ments g'op to listen, often to obey.
*‘In the realm of worship her ministry

has been of the highest, I«

smploying

has made a wise and intelligeat use of
symbolism. Her use of the best in
music and painting has been the great-
est single inspiration to those art-, and
her cathedrals are the shrines of all
pilgrims.

‘* The 'ove and veneration of the Vir-
gln Mary plays an important part in
the ritual of the Oharch., I fadn> difii
culty in appreciating the attitude of
the Catholiec worshipper toward the
mother of Jesus., Jesus is the love of
God made maanifest. Bat Curist Him-
sell has often been made so austere and
80 unapproachable that a mediator be-
tween Him and man bhas bscome an in
sistent npeoessity. What is more
pa‘aral than to worship Ilim through
the gracivus inflaesce ot the mother ?
[t [ feit mysell compelled to worship
the Jesus of creeds I should feel
that the only way o! nearness to Him
would  be through some mediator
ship, of Mary or of some saint.

s0me

RETREAT
What do these re:reats do? [iest
of all their spiritual «ffacts are por-
maneunt — or rather they may be made
82, Oar Balgian friends know well
that even a relreat does not work a
lasting change In A man unless it be
suppo:rted aud perp toated by carcful
organ zition afte y And 80 the
men who have m A Yelreat ar
urt f“i LA I i r v I ri 1€
P "X“, ,‘I ns ‘i - A VWA
190 Or KO ali th
5800 A
v quie
39 A mo
ry b
e

lin ant :

miseries of the u.l_/ v
to the sounl
-I there ever such an eduocati

It bas given them spiritnal

behind., E inecatio

A UL ¢
insight,

bands, statues, pictures, and music she |

common lot of every human organic

tion ; her strength is of God.''—New
World.
RICH CATHOLICS ARBAIGNED,
NEW YOl 'RIKES Kl 'RIFIK
CATHEDRA IREGATION BY
i '3 WORDS ON SOME PHASKS
OF MODERN GROWTH

Frequently it is claimed that the pre-
Iates and priests of the Church tolerate
acticns in wealthy Catholies which they
bitterly denounce when the uflenders
happen to be poor.

['his cannot be elaimed troe down in

Patrick's Oathedral, New York,
apparently A lew days ago, Father
Francis . Wall delivered soveral blows
from the shoulder which it is probable
a number of his hearers will long re
member.

=17

The occasion was a sermon delivered
Father Wall in which he soored rich
familiag who have lat thelr sooial anbi.
tions interfere with their religion.

* There is & strong tendency AmMong
men to divoree business from religion,"
he said. ‘*‘It seems to be taken for
granted that & man cannot be an emin-
ent lawyer or physician or suceessful
business man and at the same time an
eminent and practical Catholic. If such
wera the case then the Redeemer of tha
world was a visionary and the mission
of [{is Church an absurd hallacination.
The Injanction of the Founder of our
faith that you caonot serve God and
Mammon has no bearing whatever on
the question at issune.

by
f

‘It is sad beyond all sadness to wit-
ness tl

y conducet of so many of our
Cathe wople who, having amassed
wealth, stifle the faith in their hearts

and in their unhealthy greed for social

prestige send their sons and daughters
to places of edueation where their
faith is jeopardized a-d their moral

character wrecked. Therefore we have
the scandalous spectacle of the sons and
iaughters of tuose who should be zeal
ous members of the household of faith
filling the divoree courts, shocking the
religious sensibilities of c¢o religionists,

bringing numerited d shonor upon the

{ Church,"'

R
CATHOLIC NOTES.

Of the (

are i'rolé

stants. Thoe re
| Catholies,

Rov, James H. Bourne and Rev.
Eiward Hawkes, £ 'n, teachers
| in the KEpiscopal of Nasho-
tab, Wis., hav to join the
| Cathol.¢c Church,
| Rev. Francis J. Finn, 8. J., finds
| himself an international author, read
iw. many lands, and he has jast re-
ceived from the press of G. B. Ber-
rati, of Tarin, I'aly, a translation of
l'om Playfair, dooe into Italian by
Fanny Cencelli.
| Simnel Jaskin, a Ruassian Jew re-
siding at Fishkill Laading, N. Y., has
offered to build free ot charge the

foundation for the new parochial school
of St. John's Catholic Church., The
Rev. John MeGrath, the rector of the
charch, has accepted Mr. Baskin's
offer, Mr. Beskin is one of the lead-
ing members of the congregation of the
Synagozue Bsth-Jacob at Newburgh.

At Frascti, on Mareh 21, thieves
broke into the magnificent wvilla Aldo
brandini which dates from the sixe
teenth century, and earried off a vala-
able bast in Corinthian bronzs of Pope

‘* Aside from this one cannot help bu' | Clemen VIII. I'no thieves gained
feel that the enturonement of ihe Vir- | nccess by breaking a window and re-
gin Mary has softened the heart of the [ moved the bust, whica weighs 500
world towird womanhood ; that it has | pounds, from its position in central
done much to give woman the placs of | hall of the villa,
nonor she occopies to day; that it has N g

1 \ i “A press despateh froo ioago
pat the whole Catholiec Oaurch behind 3 1 ¢ A Ohloag '
iwte of Margh says : *' Rev,
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