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The a.nnouneement ot the great ce-
Jebration, which mu‘k: the close of
this present month of Juna. namely
the consecration of St. Patrick’s
Church, brings one back in spirit to
the days when a then prominent .
gentleman of the year 1820, declar-
ed that ‘‘you could have covered
with a good sized parlor carpet all
the Irish Catholics worshippmg on
Sunday.’” They worshipped in the
old Bonsecours Church, where the
thirty Irish Catholic residents of
Montreal were collected every week
by the convert priest, Father Ri-
chards.

Well, all that' seems very dream-
like now, in the lapse of more than
half a century; the thirty have be-
come more than 80,000. Representa-
tives of the¥Irish race have sat in
legislative halls, *have charmed ‘‘lis-
tening Senates’’ with their eloguence,
have risen to distinction in ‘the vari-
ous professions, have sat upon the
bench, or have occupied episcopal
sees, have accumulated wealth in
commerce, and have helped to set the
“iron horse’’ upon its almost magi-
cal circumvallation of the continent.

There was an interval, during
which the Irish worshipped in the
old Recollet Church, under the pas-
torship of a Sulpician, Father Phe-
lan, afterwards Bishop of Kingston,
and then, in May, 18438, land was
purchased for St. Patrick’s, the
Mother Church of the Irish. It was
blessed by the Bishop of Montreal,
ground was broken, and a cross, the
Royal Standard, was planted there-
in. In September, the corner-stones,
seven in number, were laid. On the
17th March, 1847, the church was
dedicated. That was a gala day
for the Irish population. The whole
body of Irish Catholics, including so-
cieties, citizens, school children,
marched to the tuck of drum and
banners flying from the old Recollet
Church to that of Notre Dame, where
the procession was fjoined by the
Bishop and clergy, who proceeded to
the new edifice and the celebration,
marked by a sermon from the text:
“‘Build the house, and it shall be ac-

ceptable to me. I shall be glori-
fied.”
Surely it was a prophetic word,

for the glory of God has ever since
shone forth in full measure from
that temple, whose tall Gothic spires
rise upwards to high heaven and from
its commanding position overlooks
the lower part of the city and the
St. Lawrence river.

All this is ancient history and very
familiar to the generations who have
since then thronged the sacred aisles
and worshipped before that altar.
They are also aware of the close
connection  existing betweed that
congregation and the Order of St.
Sulpice, which enabled it to build
the church and supplied it with pas-
tors, from the time of Father Connol-
ly, the first and very much beloved
parish priest, until the initial years
of this present century. An ‘““oft told
tale” is also the coming of three
remarkable  priests, who were
brought from an Irish diocese to
supply the growing need of English-
speaking  ecclesiastics in Montreal,
Father Dowd, whose name is writ-
ten in letters of gold, for many years
the bulwark and strengthener of his
people; Father O'Brien, uncle of the
late Senator O’Brien, whose eloquence
became proverbial, and Father Mec-
Cullagh, type of the Irish “Sog-
garth,” who afterwards retucned to
Ireland, to die upon his beloved na-
tive soil. G

Many pages might be devoted to
the remarkable body of men who
successivly controlled the destinies
of the parish and ministered therein.
Father Richards, the Methodist min-
ister, who came to convert the Se-
minary and remained a fervent mem-
ber of the Sulpician Order; Father
Bakewell, likewise a convert, gentle,
courteous, polished. in taanner, zeal-
ous and charitable to a degree; Fa-
ther  Morgan, 'a cmin ‘ot Father
Dowd, who died s martyr to chari-

thcr Toupin, o
who though
his life

Anna T. Sadlier. '

nent as a pulpit orator; Father Hal-
ly, who died in Salem; McMahon,
McCallen, McGrath, and many others
who cannot be here recérded. The
connection of the Callaghan brothers
with St. Patrick’s needscarcely be
brought to mind, since who that
knows St. Patrick’s ‘does not know
and appreciate their worth, their
eminent services, their entire devo-
tion, and the Qualities which have
endearcd them to their people. One
of them, thedeeply lamented ‘‘Father
Jumes,"”” has passed to the eternal
reward, and his voice, so powerful
in its gift of Celtic oratory, has fal-
len silent. Father Martin is still,
to the joy of the people, its pastor,
and the Rev. Luke Callaghan, D.D.,
was transferred from his position at
the Cathedral to lend his' powerful
co-operation to his brother.

Some years ago, reminisecences
were published in the True Witness,
in connection with another celebra-
tion by the late Mrs. Mary A. Sad-
lier, wherein she mentioned in de-
tail the principal parishioners who
in the past had distinguished St.
Patrick’s. May the fervent  Irish
hearts, who shall take part in the
celebration of the 26th June, send
up a prayer for the eternal repose
of that whilom parishioner, the au-
thoress long identified with the Cel-
tic race. As she somewhat exhaus-
tively treated that subject in  the
St. Patrick’s number for 1902, it is
unnecessary now to recall these pro-
minent members of the congrega~
tion, then named, nor yet those who
since thnt/‘time have passed beyond
the bourne, save to remark that
many of them were in their day and
generation foremost citizens of Mon-
treal.

Nor is it possible to attempt any-
thing like historical recapitulation ;
to dwell upon the terrible years of
the plague, popularly known as the
“Ship Fever,” when innumerable
Irish emigrants died upon Canadian
shores, and the clergy of St. Pat-
rick’s added two of their number to
the martyrology, besides two Je-
suits, out of the five who came from
New York to do parish work at
St. Patrick’s and to aid in the mi-
nistry of the fever sheds.

Nor can we do more than glance at
such notable occasions as the Golden
Jubilee of the two octogenarians,
Fathers Dowd and Toupin, which
called forth a remarkable demonstra~
tion of affection and respect from the
community at large, Catholic and
Protestant, from the federal and ci-
vic authorities. The Irish pilgrim-
age to Rome and Lourdes, headed by
Father Dowd himself, was another
joyful event, though marred by the
delay of the steamer and the fears
entertained for a time of its loss.
Space forbids any word being said
of the family festivals of one kind
or another which marked the pas-
sage of the years. Many things
might be said, if space permitted, of
the educational and charitable
stitutions founded and fostered by
the Church, and the various organi-
zations, the Temperance Society, the
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Children of Mary, the Living Ro~
sary, the Ladies of Charity, the va-
rious young men’s and boys' socie-
ties. Each one of these has a se-
parate history of its own, well
worth the telling and abounding in
interest.

A parish, like a family, has its
vicissitudes, sun and shadow, light
and shade, the funeral hymn, weird
and penetrating in its so]emmty‘ has
echoed through the Gothic arches of
the noble edifice, which likewise has
resounded with the alleluias of joy.
Each recurrent festival of the year
has seen it clothed with splendor,
while its penitential seasons have in-
vested it with the subdued tints of
penance. ~ Childhood, youth, matu-
age, have come in succes-
sive stages to the altar of God; the
dead, the young and high hearted,
or the old and the wearied and the
broken, have been laid, each in turn,
before the chancel railing, where as
little children they received the
Bread of Life. Brides have stood in
festal array within that sacred fane
and priests have been consecrated
within the sanctuary.

When one considers what a church
means, with its page upon page of
the innermost history of the human
heart revealed there, the anguish of
its sorrow, the fulness of its joy,
the blessed tears of its contrition,
and the benedictions of peace, un-
folded year after year before the still
Presence in the tabernacle. All this
is true of any church, but of a par-
ish church  perchance in particular,
where the generations pass in solemn
order, their exit marked by the
mortuary notices read from the pul-

pit, when their souls are recom-
mended to prayer.
Around this particular parish

church has gathered national senti-
ment; it has been the spiritual home
of the exiled children of Ireland; and
their children’s children, during this
half century.- Around its portals re-

sound each year, on the festival of
Erin’s patron saint, the stirring
notes  of Irish music, the thrilling

sweetness of her melodies, mournful
with the sadness of exile and of cen-
turies of oppression, joyous with
the high-hearted cheerfulness of the
Celt, to. whom all happy things ap-
peal, in whom humor lies very near
to sadness and the smile closely fol-
lows upon tear.

The beautiful ancient airs, played
once upon the wind-swept harp of
their country, which seem to have
caught the glory of its hills, the
moaning of its seas, the murmur of
its brooks, still have tones to thrill
with deepest emotion the hearts of
men and women of Irish birth and
descent. With the Celt, religion is
closely allied with patriotism, Long
may it so remain, and evil the day
for Ireland that a separation eome
between the two: It has been the
mission of Erin, by means of the
sorrow and pain of her exiles, to
send the message of hope and rege-
neration to the uttermost ends of
the' earth. Wherever the Irishman
lays the foundation of his dwelling,
he likewise plants the corner-stone of
a church, and from the shillings
which support his wife and children,
he spares something for the priest
and for religion.

Natiqn;ll sentiment has, then, con-
centrated for many years about that
Alma Mater, true nursing-mother of
the Irish in Montreal, and the gene-
rosity of her faithful parishioners
has been shown tn a remarkable
manner, especially since the Fabrique
de Notre Dame, in the eighties,
transferred the heavy burden of debt
it had long carried to the shoulders
of the parochial clerev and laitv
The splendid edifice has been reno-
vated and embellished by painting,
gilding and repairing, new and beau-
tiful marble/a]tars have been erect-
ed, carved pews of oak have replac-
ed the old, and handqome stained
glass windows, sanctuarv lamp and
other costly ornaments have made
the interior one of the finest and
most  impressive on the continent.
St. Patrick’s, as it now stands isa
monument of which the city and the
congregation may well be proud.

So it is fitting that the day of its
consecration should be a day of un-
usual rejolcing, the joy bells shall
proclaim « it, the organ sound it

| thunderously through the, “renerable |
d.;gz ﬂmll )nugh glee- |-
on nl au event

| ¥Your brow is crowned with the love

ing testimony of a noble work  ac-
complished in the past.

Hail, then, venerable church, in
this, the year of your consecration.

and honor of thousands of your
children, and the still voices of the
vanished, the dead and gone genera-
tions, unite with those who survive
to bid thee hail. From the moun-
tain yonder where grass-grown
graves, where countless of your chil- |
dren are laid to rest, with your bless-|
ing upon them, these whispers ofi
greetings come forth, as from ?.hei
crowded streets of the busy town, as |
from council-chamber
halls.

Yes, the dead and the living salute

and legislative

you, to-day. TFrom high heaven be-
nedictions are breathed upon you;
the holv priests who have ministered

at yvour altars shall raise on

blessed day their

this
consecrated hands

to the Most High on your behalf: the
faithful mothers, who, with whole-
hearted faith and devotion, gave the
example of true Catholic woman-
hood during the years of their earth-
ly existence; the stalwart, upright

men who bent the knee and bowed
their hearts to-God, and gave in
the paths of daily life the meaning
of Christian citizenship; little
ones, the flowers of the flock, early
plucked - to grow in God's gardens:
thg maidens who carried the
robe of their baptism unstained to
the judgment seat: the nuns, who
immolated themselves, as itwere, for
the welfare of the people; all these
who have passed into the glorious
house of their eternity, all will cry
for blessings upon old St. Patrick's
upon the day of festival. Oh, there
must be jubilee in heaven, since
many have gone there to the
choir invisible, to sing the wondrous
song of the just made perfect.

the

white
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With love and honor and venera-
tion, then, the years have closed
around, the affecting occasion is at
hand which brings amid all the
gaiety and cheerfulness of rejoicing,
the tear to the eye and the sob to
the throat. May each future year
bring prosperity and spiritual riches,
clustering about the venerable sanc-
tuary. May the sun forever shine
brightly there, on “priests and peo-

ple and all,” but scarcely can the
future years of its existence be more
useful or more meritorious than the
past, shedding rich treasures abrbad
amongst the people, forming a cen-
tre for those of the Irish faith, who
have now five other parishes of their

own, which ‘‘as branches of the
palm-tree,” have gathered about
that flourishing head, preserv-

ing their faith, hardy and vigorous
as a precious inheritance.

EKEEP CHILDREN WELL

Stomach and bowel troubles
thousands of little ones during
hot weather. Diarrhoea, dysentery
and cholera infantum sometimes
come without warning,and if prompt
aid is not at hand the child may be
beyond aid If you
want to keep your children hearty,
rosy and full of life during the hot
weather, give them an occasional
dose of Baby's Own Tablets. This
medicine prevents illness and cures
it when it comes unexpectedly. And
{the mother has the guarantee of a
government analyst that this medi-
cine is absolutely Mrs. W
|Munroe, Sintaluta, Sask.,
““For more, than three years Baby's
Own Tablets is the only
have given my children, and I think
the Tablets invaluable for stomach
Inn(l bowel troubles.”” Sold by all me-
{ dicine dealers or by mail at 25 cents
a box from The Dr. Medi-
Brockville, Keep the
Tablets in the house.

NUNS HEROINES.

. e——

Fire broke out recently in the con-
vent and school at Torgau, in Sile-
sia. Most of the children and others
escaped, but two were found to te
missing. Sister Christine Kres and
Sister ' Clara Gratzfeldt ran back
into the burning building to look for
the children. Neither re-appeared.
Sister Christine was found after-
wards burned to death, and clasping
the body of\a little boy in. her arms.
Sister Clara lay ¢lose by, with <he
charred corpse of a child beside her.
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J. P. MONCEL

Ribbon Badges for
Convenuon, Socials,
mages, Picmcs,
Societies, Parades,

hpol Battons, &c.
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BELL TELEPHONE MAIN 1983

G. J. LUNN & CO.

‘Machinists & Blacksmiths,

SCREWS, PRESSES
REPAIRS OF ALL KINDS,

CEATEIAIM XTOREKS.
134 Chatham Street, - - MONTREAL

Smoke Carroll's Renowned
“PREMIER” Coil Tabacco.

Sole Manufacturers

P. J. CARROLL & C0., DUNDALK, IRELAND,

Canadian Inquiries and Trial Orders will be attended to by

'T. E. KLLEIN,
117 WELLINGTON, ST. W., TORONTO, Ont.

We Sell

FARMERS WAGONS
EXPRESS WARQVS
CARTS

FAMILY CARRIAGES
PONY RIGS,

And in fact almost anything to run

on wheels, direct to Cash customers
at prices that satisfy every buyer.
No agents, no agents, commission,

Every bayer gets all discount. direct.

R.J. LATIMER & CO.

21 ST. ANTOINE SIREET, MONTREAL.

THE

HAMILTON

A High Class Incubator ;
Freight Prepaid

Sold for Sold on
COash, Easy Terms.
Buy a Hamilton Incubator now and we will give it to you on the same terms

exactly as if you waited until next winter or spring to buy it, This would be a big
advantage to you as you can take off one or two hatches now while eggs are cheap and

get thoroughly acquainted with your machine and will not make a mistake in run-
ning it in the winter when eggs are at a high price, Two good hatches early in the
seagon will pay for your machine and leave yon a good profit besides, You can take

off six or eight hatches in a season with one of our Incubators, Bay a Hamilton In.
cubator and hatch 100 or 200 chicks now and have them ready for the Fall Market, or
for laying purposes next winter, All Har ilton Incubators are strictly Ili'gh Class
machines and have been giving excellent results, the demand for them this scason
being over three times greater than that of last season. ; ;

The Hamilton Incubator will not cost you one cent more if you buy it now, nor
you will not have to pay for it one day sooner than you would if you waited until
next winter to buy it,

There is more money in poultry, if gone into n[,ht than there is in any other
line at the present time, conridering the high prices ot poultry, the amount ot capital
invested. and the small amount of work required,

Write us now for our free catalogue on Incubators and brooder,

—avoress THE HAMILTONINCUBATOR CO., LTD,

HAMILTON, ONT.

IF YOU WANT

Roofing, Asphalting, or Sheet Metal Work,
Metal Skylights or Fireproof Windows, Cor-
nices, Piping, Corrugated Iron, Ete., and want
the best; call on

GEO. W, REED & CO..

MONTREAL,
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