Cheovicl .
' ¥ Cepitan, which cost his compa-
mion, C. A. Bailey, his life. :
" here  is something i all greab
mountain peaks that seems like a di-
rect challenge from nature to ~ the
travellor. The sheer height of an
soaled it rises lently, as
it it 1 ed at the insignificance of
:‘n‘n. ‘;‘:msmthatthilideo has
‘occurred to every climber who = has
et his strength and ocunning ageinst
thie stern face of the granite, and 1
Jknow it gquickened in the breast  of

sheer precipice, feeling one’s strengtir
gmhliLv go and waiting for the in-
evitable fall. From that moment I
knew that it was to be a fight with
death, and the very extremity of the
a nerved me to go on. In the

one at least the dg to
let mo crag go unconquered. That
one was my iriend, Charles A. Bai-
Jey, of Oakland, whose intrepidity
led to his fatal fall from the almost
perpendicular face of El Capitan on
Jume $ of this year. That mighty
wall has heen scaled at last—but at
what cost !

It was my first visit to the Yose-
mite, and 1 had started out with the
general determination to let no view
escape on account of the difficulty of
<limbing to the best point of vant-
age. But the first glimpse of the
valley from the gorge of the Merced
temporarily put’™ all thoughts of
climbing out of my mind. As the
stage rumbled along at the base of
El Capitan the idea of attempting to
scale it seemed  simply ridiculous,
and I understood at once why nobody
had ever, up to that time, seriously
entertained it.

We arrived at the hotel on the eve-
ning of June 2, and as I listened to
the stories of what others had done,
my courage vevived. Then somebody
introduced me to Charles A. Bailey,
and the spell of the mountaineer was
wpon me. Bailay told us of the peaks
be had surmounted if Asia and in
Barope, and as he spoke with the
wvivid language of a good raconteur,
cimbing - seemad easy. The next day
we spent enjoying the glories of the
valley, which are within the reach of
the most timid soul, and it was not
until the following Monday that be
mentioned El1 Capitan. It was se-
veral hours before the sun had gild-
ed the neighboring peaks and spires
when we started down the east bank

of the river. No more lovely morn-
ing ever tingled with the spirit of
springtime. Nowhere was there =a

foreshadowing  hint of the tragedy
which: was to end the day.

We walked as far as Bridal
Falls and sat down to plan
campaign, commenting at the
time upon the surpassing loveliness
of the scene. We had not yet fully
determined to make El Capitam the
ohjective, and arriving at Cathedral
Spires, ddbated whether it would mot.
be well to attempt the gorge . be-
tween themn, Then we turned toward
.the river and crossed the bridge
which leads 0 New Inspiration Point
—how unfortunate nomenclature of-
ten is—and there to the right rose
¥l Capitan itself, steep and umcom-
quered. Bailey at once laid bare the
plan he had cherished in his heart,
and without much persuasiom 1
agreed to help him make the maxt at-
tempt, which, I was yet to lears,
was to go where no buman foot had
gone Lefore.

By ten o'clock our progress had be-
come very much slower. The path
was now treq“gnuly overhung with
projecting rock, and the foothold
consisted of fragmentary ledges 1o
reach which Bailey would climb upod
my shoulders, and then, taking hold
of some projecting knob, slowly draw
himself up tq a place of safety. I
would then pass him his steff, with
which™be would reach dowit and help
me to gain a place beside him.

After allowing my companion 1o
use me as a ladder a few times in
the way described, I proposed that
we give up the enterprise, and  des-
cend, if possible, by the wey we had
come. But my loss of merve = Wwas
momeptary. To go back would in
jtself have been an undertaking full
of peril, and when Bailey cried, ‘‘Ne-
ver give up till you'ré up!” " 1 was
seized again with  the enthusiasm
which loves to conguer difficulties. T
suppose it is some such. spirit which
bids men cut down a giant tree and

~hold cotillon panrties on 1ts stump—
the delights of mastering something
huge, be it a glant
Capitan. 5
““That’s right ! Brace up, and the
mmit is ours,’” sdid Bailey, when
found me ready to procesd. - Bu

Veil
our
same

redwood or ' Eif

end it was, indeed, I who was left
alone, but by better luck then is like-
ly to come to a man twice, I was
not called upon to share the fate
which overtook the brave man who
had acted as my guide.

But we now faced a well-nigh per-
pendicular rock, with nothing to
break the smooth surface save here
and there a small shelf or crevice.
We could not see more than a  few
feet ahove us, as it was exceedingly
dangerous to lean back to try to ob-
tain a clear view of the way. Al
that promised a foothold was a tiny
ledge nearly ten feet directly over
our heads.

Bracing myself as before, I let Bai-

moment later had succeeded In secat-
ing himself upon it. It was a magni-
ficent feat of stremgth, agility = amd
coolness—the last he was destined
ever to perform. He seemod quite
elafed at having) bridged a seemingly
impossible part of the journey, amnd
called down to me, quite exultingly:

my staff and I will help you up.”

These were his last wonds. Whether
he was seized with fright, vertigo or
weakness I do not know, but an in-
stant later 1 saw him fall back
against the rock. The shelving ledge
on which he sat let him slip, and he
shot like’ am arrow into the abyss,
passing abouf three feet to the right
of where I was standing.

I saw him strike first one ledge and
then amother, till falling in a bruised
heap upon a point of rock many feet
below, he hounded and took the final
plunge out of sight.

I was not frightened.
nervous. I did not cry ocut. 1 felt
as if 1 were turning into stome. I
could not move. My feet and hands
seemed heavy, or rather as if glued
to the little shelf on ®hich I stood.

Gradually I realized where' I was
and what had happened. The meaning
of my friend’s words, ‘‘If ome falls it
will mean death for both,”’ came back
to my mind. There I clung for I
know not how long, nothing but the
steep gramite above, below and
abouts ' T3 s 2

When I could mave the firat thing
I did was to stick Bailey’s stafl into
a crevice to mark the spot. Then I
crawled down to the shelf below and
removed my shoes. Barefoot, 1
succeeded in reaching the place where
he had first struck. There lay his
hat, a mute token of the tragedy, so
silenty so wsudden, so awful, which
had taken place. By the we 1
had reached the third red-stained
ledge, which he had strucls in falling,
1 discovered that it would be  im-
possible for me to get where I could
even see his body, and I b to
think about my own safety. Dis-
carding everything that could encum-
her me, I tried to regains the lost
ground. For a long time it was im-
possible Lo advance am inch, and 1
was about.  to give up the struggle
when I noticed a narrow shelf about
two feet above me which .seemed to
extend clear aroumd the main rock.
Below me was the gorge. Above me
was the sky.
shelf.
wider ?

My fate depended upon that answer,
With my arms stretched flat against
the rock, and my face close to  the
wall, I began sliding dlong to ' the
right. Dut the shelf 'became nar-

1 was not

Did’ it grow narrower or

dizzy gorge, Still T continued to ad:|
vance slowly ‘and painfully till su
denly the soundl  of falling wa

Myou-lyhcmewasme'
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ley climb upon my shoulders. Then | moudted. (Jn ‘the icy water 1 crawl-
he reached up with ome hand amd| ed, \amd up,” right under the falling
grasped the edge of the shelf, and a| stream. The rocks were of shale,

and I reached up, grasping a pro-
jecting point of one, by meams of
which I drew myself up to a higher
shelf, But this ledge was in the
direct path of the falling water and
my limbs were fast becoming chilled.
1 Kpew continuous motion was ne-
cessary, so by holding to the rocks

“When you reach this place: the | along the stream I managed to drag
hard climb will be over.”” myself up some thirty feet higher,
A moment later he said: ‘‘Pass me | where further advance was apparent-

ly stopped by a perpendicular wall
nine feet high which barred the way.
Even in the face of this difficulty my
nerve did not fail me. I  workead
loose some small stones which I pil-
ed to a height-of about two feet jugg
under the falls, and found that by
standing on this pile I could just

reach with the ends of my fingers a
small projecting rock. Securitlg as
firm a hold as I could, I swung my
feet clear of the stone pile to a

point almost eighiteen inches higher.
and by continuing to push myself up
feet first, and making use of the
small bumps on the rocks, I finally
was able to stand upright on a
small shelf of rock only a little ' dis-
tance from the one from which my late
companion had been hurled to his
death. I' was, by this time, thorough-
ly soaked, and shivering with cold.
My fingers were blue and pinched,
my whole body numb; but I felt
with a semsation of infinite thamkful-
ness that, as Bailey had said, “If 1
could attain that ledge, the worst
was over.’" '

I looked at my watch. It was just
four o’slock. It seemed aif age since
1 had starfed on my appailing climb
over the perpendicular face of the
monster cliff after Bailey had van-
ished, yet omly am hour had been
comsumed. The distance to the top
of El Capitan was yet two hundred
feet, but the mountain from the
point where T was is covered with |
small bushes, Vines and rocks, and in
am incredibly short time as compar-
ed with my previous efforts, 1 stood
upon the summit, 3800 feet abowve
the level floor of the valley, but be-
yond the grim clutch of death. The
top of El Capitan is nearly level, and
after searching for some time for a
sign or mark that would aid me in
discovering a trail to the valley, I
found a blazed tree, and following
the direction indicated soon came to
an Indian trail which led to  Bagle

| traordinary.’’
| Veral times to supply dogs to  tihe | VPOR.
Russian army, and only quite recont- '
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That wateriall must be sur-! Peak, where I struck the main. trail

to Yosemite Falls: . The d1stance
from the blazed tree to the camp is
fourteen ‘miles, but the trail was
good, and 1 made rapid progress, I
reached the valley at seven o’clock,
just three hours from the time I hid
stood on @ narrow ledge, clinging
like a fly to a sheer wall of gramite,
and having expected for hours to be
dashed, a whirling atom, om the
giant rocks below,

When I was ahle I reported ﬁmww—
ful accident, and was ready to lead a
party to the sceme ot the tragedy
that  same night, but this jdea had
to be abandoned. At 5.30 o’clock in
the morning of Jume 6th, I started
bach over the

3 ground, in company
with nine

others, and at eleven
o’clock reached the top of the gorge
at the point where 1 had come out
the day before. We had brought
seven hunidred feet of rope with
but, ﬁnd.inq it twenty feet short, we
obtained a piece from a pach saddle,
and so were enabled to reach the re-
mains of my friend. The heroism of
J. A. Snell, of Calistoga, and of H.
Spaulding and F. Curry, of Palo
Alto, who permitted themselves  to
be lowered over the great cliff,
serves to be commemorated,

When we again reached camp, my
nerves suffered a complete collapse,
from which they have not yet
covered. They will not be put  to
the test again. Othérs may attempt
to take EI Capitan. 71 have climbed
my iast,
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DOGS OF WAR.

(Major E. Hautonville Richardzon,
in the Nibeteenth Century.;

Two hundred dogs, chiefly sheep
hogs, are at present attached to the
German forces operauing In Herrero
Land under Genaral vom Trotha, One
of them, Flock, has been sent hoine
to Keil invalided. He was wounded
by a bullet in the of
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"A NY even numbered section of Do-

minion Lands in Manitoba or
the Northwest Provinoee, excepting
8 and 26, not reserved, may bLe

Opajbo; while scouting in front of the
skirmishing lne, He displayed great
fearlessness under fire, and  workd
faultlessly untdl disabled. -

The Japanese are using a pumber
of dogs for reconnoitering purposes;
they are attached to long ropes and
well trained. = The Russians are em-
ploying dogs for sentry and messen-
ger. work,

Capt. Persidsky, of ‘the late Count
Keller's staff, . writing' from Odessa,
says: ‘‘In finding the wounded tnen
with which the millet fields  are
strewn, nothing  has succeeded like
our seven dogs; their intelligence, es-
pecially the English bred ones, i3 ex-
I have beett asked ce-

ly was ‘ commissioned. to purchase
shecp dogs in the Highlands for the

h teaded by any person who is
the sole head of a family, or amy
male over 18 years of age, to  the
extent of one-quarter section of 160
acreg, more or fa-._

Entry may be made mon.lly{ at
the local land office for the district

1,02,776.99.
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