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jng account in the San Francisco 
Chronicle of the terrible climb up 
Kl Cupiten, which cost his compar 
nion, C. A. Baiky, hie life.

There is eomethdng in all great 
mountain peaks that seams like a di­
rect challenge from nature to the 
traveller. The sheer height of an 
ensealed summit rises itfsokotly, as 
U it laughed at the insignificance ol 

that this idea has

hrst Honda]IE sum Committee m«ete last
Officersplace without the aedwtaoce of the

“Then God grant that I may not 
be tiro one left alone i" 1 cried, 
Nothing could ,halve been more horri­
ble then the thought of being solit­
ary, helpless, clinging between hea­
ven and earth to the face o* that 
sheer precipice, feeling one's strength 
gradually go and waiting for the in- 

Frorn that moment I
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man. 1 am sure 
occurred to every climber who has 
set his strength end cunning against 
the stern face of the granite, and 1 
know it guickened in the breast of 
one at least the dqterminertion to 
let no crag go uncooquered. That 
ooe was my friend, Charles A. Bai­
ley, of Oakland. whose intrepidity 
led to his fatal fall from the almost 
perpendicular face of El Capitan on 
June 5 of this year. That mighty 
wall has been scaled at last—but at 
whet) cost !

It was my first visit to the Yoso­
mite, and 1 had started out with the 
general determination to let no view 
escape on account of the difficulty of 
-climbing to the best point of vant­
age. But the first glimpse of the 
valley from the gorge of the Merced 
temporarily put' all thoughts of 
climbing Out of my mind. As the 
stags rumbled along at the base of 
El Capitan the idea of attempting to 
scale it seemed simply ridiculous, 
and I understood ait once why nobody 
had ever, up to that time, seriously 
entertained it.

We arrived at the hotel on the eve­
ning of June 2, and as I listened to 
the stories of what others had done, 
my courage revived-. Then somdbody 
introduced me to Charles A. Bailey, 
and the spell of the mountaineer was 
upon me. Bad ley told us of the peaks 
he had surmounted id Asia and in 
Europe, and as he spoke with the 
vivid language of a good raconteur, 
cimbing seemed easy. The next day 
we spent enjoying the glories of the 
valley, which are within the reach of 
the most timid soul, and it was not 
until the following Monday that he 
mentioned El Capitan. It was se­
veral hours before the sun had gild­
ed the neighboring peaks and spires 
when we started down the east bank 
of the* river. No more lovely morn­
ing ever tingled with thq spirit of 
springtime. No-where was there a 
foreshadowing hint of the tragedy
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evitable fall, 
knew that it was to be a fight with 
death, and the very extremity of the 
danger nerved me to go on. In the 
end it was, indeed, I who was left 
alone, but by 'better luck than is like­
ly to come to a man twice, I was 
not called upon, to share the fate 
which overtook the brave man who 
had acted as my guide.

But we moiw faced a well-nign per­
pendicular rock, with nothing to
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feet above us, as it was exceedingly 
dangerous to lean back to try to ot> 
tain a clear view of the way. All 
that promised a foothold was a tiny 
ledge nearly ten feet directly over 
our heads.

Bracing my self as before, I let Bai­
ley climb upon my shoulder». Then 
he reached up with obe band and 
grasped- the qdge of the shelf, and a 
moment later had succeeded In wait­
ing himself upon it. It was a magni­
ficent feat of strength, agility and 
coolneso—the last he was destined 
ever to perform.
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to do. That waterfall must be sur- 
moutibed. In the icy water 1 crawl­
ed, ymdi up, right un dvr the falling 
stream, The rocks were of shale, 
and I reached up, grasping a pro­
jecting point of one, by means of 
which I drew myself up to a higher 
shelf. But this ledge was in the 
direct path of the falling waiter and 
my limbs were fast becoming chilled. 
1 kriew continuous motion was ne­
cessary, so by holding to the rocks 
along .the stream I managed, to drag 
myself up some thirty feet higher, 
where further advance was apparent­
ly stopped by a perpendicular wait 
nine feet high which barred the way. 
Even m the face of this difficulty my 
nerve did not fail me. I worked 
loose some small stones which I pil­
ed to a height'of about two feet juq| 
under the falls, and found that by 
standing- on this pile I could just 
reach with, the ends of my fingers a 
small projecting rock. Securhfg as 
firm a hold as I could, I swung my 
feet clear of the stone pile to a 
point almost eighteen inches higher, 
and by continuing to push myself up 
feet first, and making use of the 
small bumps on the rocks, 1 finally 
was able to stand upright on a 
small shelf of rock only a little dis­
tance from the one from which my late 
companion had been hurled to his 
death1. I was, by this time, thorough­
ly soaked, and shivering with cold. 
My fingers were blue and pinched, 
my whole body numb; but I felt 
with a sensation of infinite thankful­
ness that, ae Bailey had said, “If I 
cpuld attain that ledge, the worst 
was over."

I looked at my watch. It was just 
four o'clock. It seemed ad age since 
I had started- on my appalling climb 
over the perpendicular face of the 
monster cliff after Bailey had van­
ished, yet only an hour had been 
consumed. The distance to the top 
of El Capitan was yet two hundred 
feet, but the mountain from the 
point where I was is covered with 
small bushes, vines and rocks, and in 
an incredibly short time as compar­
ed with my previous efforts, I stood 
upon the summit, 3300 feet above 
the level floor of the valley, but l>e- 
yond the grim clutch of death. The 
top of El Capitan Is nearly level, and 
after searching for some time for a 
sign or mark that would aid me in 
discovering a trail to the valley, I 
found a blazed tree, and following 
the direction indicated soon came to 
an Indian trail which led to Eagle

Peak, where I struck the main. trail 
to Yosemite Falls. The distance 
from the blazed tr 
fourteen miles, bu 
good, and I made rapid progress. I 
reached the valley at seven o’clock, 
just three hours from the time I W«yt 
stood) ota a narrow ledge*, clinging 
like a fly to a sheer wall of gram to,' 
arid having expected for hours to be 
dashed, a whirling atom, on the 
giant rocks below.

When, 1 was able I reported the aw­
ful accident, and-Was ready to lead a 
party to the scene ot the tragedy 
that same night, but this idee, bed 
to bo abandoned. At 5.30 o'clock in 
the morning of June 6th. I started 
bach over the ground,, in company 
with nine others, and at eleven 
o'clock reached tlie top of the gorge 
at the point where 1 had come out 
the day before. We had brought 
seven hundred feet of rope with us, 
but finding it twenty feet short, wo 
obtained a piece from a pack saddle, 
and so were enabled to reach the re­
mains Of my friend. The heroism of 
J. A. Snell, of Calistogo. and of H. 
Spaulding and F. Curry, of Palo 
Alto, who permitted themselves to 
be lowered over the great cliff, do-
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quite
elated at having) 'bridged a seemingly 
impossible part of the journey, and 
called down to me, quite exultingiy:

"When you reach this place the 
hard climb will be over."

A moment later he said: “Pass me 
my staff and I will help you up."

These were his last woods. Whether 
he was seized with fright, vertigo or 
weakness I do not know, but an i re­
stant later 1 saw him fall back 
against the rock. The shelving ledge 
on which he sa-t let him slip, and he 
shot like* an arrow into the abyss,
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dogs of war.

(Major E. Bautonville Richardson, 
in the Nineteenth Century.)

Two hundred doge, chiefly sheep 
hogs, are at present attached to the 
Germon forces operating In Herrcro 
Land under General von Troth». One 
ot them. Flock, has beqn sent home 
to Keil invalided. He was wounded 
by a bullet in the engagement of 
Opajboi while sc crating in front of the 
skirmishing line. He displayed great 
fearlessness under fire, and' worked

SYNOPSIS OF CANADIAN NORTH-WEST
■OKDTIAD REGULATION8.

ANY even numbered section of Do­
minion Lands in Manitoba or 

the Nort hweet Province», excepting 
8 nod 26, not reserved, rosy be 
homesteaded by any person who is 
tiro sole heed of a family, or any 
male over 18 years of age, to the 
extent of one-quarte* section of 160 
acre*, more or fees.

Entry may be made personally at 
the local land office for tbe district 
in which the land ie situate, or if the 
homesteader desires, he may, on ap­
plication to the Minister of the In­
terior, Ottawa, the Commissioner of 
Immigration, Winnipeg, or the local 
agent receivè authority for some one 
to moke entry for him.

The homesteader is required to per­
form the conditions connected there­
with under one of the following plane;

(1) At least six months' residence 
upon and cultivation of tiro lend in 
each year for three years.

(2) If the father (or mother. If the 
father is deceased) of the homestead­
er resides upon a farm in the vicinity 
of the land entered for the require­
ments as to residence may be satis­
fied by such person residing with the 
father or mother,.

C8) If the settler has his permanent 
residence upon farming lend owned 
by him in the vicinity of his home­
stead, the requirements as to reei- 
dence may be satisfied by residence
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even see his body, and I bepan to 
think about my own safety. Dis­
carding everything that could encum­
ber me, I tried to regain* the lost 
ground. For a long time it was im­
possible to advance am inch, and 1 
was about to give up the struggle 
when I noticed a narrow shelf about 
two feet above roe which ■ seemed to 
extend clear around the main rock. 
Below me was the gorge. Above me 
was the sky. My only hope was the 
shelf. Did it grow narrower or 
wider ?

My fate depended upon that answer. 
With my arms stretched flat against 
the rock, and my face close to the 
wall, I began slkMmg along to the 
right. But the shelf became nar­
rower; my heels projected over the 
dizzy gorge. Still I continued to ad­
vance slowly and painfully till sud­
denly the sound of falling water 
burst upoif my ears, and I was en­
abled to move a degree faster, but am 
Overmastering desire to look behind 
me was threatening me with imifii- 
nVot danger. Celling all the rem­
nant* of vy win power mm play, 1
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