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1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND
is published every Thursday.

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or parties,

handsomely illustrated with original engravings, and fur-
nishes the most practical, reliable and profitable information
for farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and home-
makers, of any publication in Canada.

2. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, England, Ireland,
Scotland, Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per year, in
advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance. United
States, $2.50 per year; all other countries 12s.; in advance.

3. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line.
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until
an explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All
payments of arrearages must be made as required by law.

5. TIIE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
responsible until all arrearages are paid and their paper
ordered to be discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES

IIOME MAGAZINE

should be made direct to us, either by
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our
risk. When made otherwise we will

not be responsible.
7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your

subscription- is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In
every case the ‘‘ Full Name and Post-office Address Must
be Given.”

9. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries,

10. LETTERS intended for publicatio
side of the paper only.

11. CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering
of address should give the old as well as the new P.0O. address.

12. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topiec.
We are always pleased to receive practical articles.
as we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch
printed matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How
to Improve “The Farmer's Advocate and Home Magazine,”
Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not gen-
erally known, Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved
Methods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. « Con-
tributions sent us must not be furnished other papers
until after they have appeared in our columns. Rejected
matter will be returned, on receipt of postage.

13. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter
nected with this paper should be addressed as below,
not to any individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or

THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LLIMITED),

LLONDON,
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and machines. It is the cheapest and
fective material that can be applied, and, hesides
its preservative benefit, it also adds much to the
appearance of the articles in question, and

ances cannot he

most ef-

appear-
ignored. There are scores of
different odd jobs which can be attended to on
wet days. the end will male the
rainy day just as profitable, as far as the results

work which 1n

of human labor are concerned, as the finest day
of the year.
HORSES.
It is seldom good policy to offer a thin horse

for sale.

Are your work horses comfortably stabled these

cool nights ? If not, do not wonder at their
rough coats and poor condition.

Herbert says : ‘“ There is no hetter Least in
the world than the horse, nor any one waich,
though often most cruelly misused by an, so
well deserves, and so amply, by hie seprs ivus, re-

pays the best usage.”’

To get the high price, it is HECESSary to oller

something buyers want. When speed is in de-
mand, breed the fast horse: when  weirht ig
wanted, furnish it, but always reimneml or that, no
matter what the class of horse iy 1o quality i

always a supreme consideration

The profitable horse for the far; r
horse. This class of horse invariifij.
the most ready sale, at the hest
lecting the stallion to breed to the !
next season, make the best drafter i il s o g
the choice.

the drar
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Modern conditions in the comuie
have increased the demand fqr heu‘\‘\-(ll'
the large cities, the congestion of trafli
speed impossible; and as the population in.
the bulk of goods to be moved from placc 1.
increases, consequently larger loads 1
hauled ; hence the need of the very heavic
of horse.
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Selling the good young brood mares is not the
best method of improving your horse business.
Buyers will offer long prices to get them, and this
is often a great temptation to sell, but in tt}e
long run the good mares will generally bring in
larger returns by keeping themefor breeding pur-
poses. It is a mistake to sell off all the good
stock and expect to produce high-class individuals
from the culls.

In grooming a fine-haired, tender-skinned horse,
use the currycomb with care, if it is used at all.
Sharp-toothed combs are instruments of torture
when pressure is placed on them during the clean-
ing. Currycombs are necessary on most horses,
but they should always be used lightly. The
brush is the best for cleaning the horse’'s coat,
and the main use of the currycomb is to clean the
brush.

The horse's digestive system is able to handle
considerable quantities of coarse, bulky fsed, yet
he cannot extract the nourishment from it 80
thoroughly as can cattle and sheep. While diges-
tion is going on, he is also often obliged to do
heavy or fast work, which makes great demands
upon his s3 stem. Hard work makes it necessary
that the hor:> consume large quantities of con-
centrated feed which must be digested under diffi-
culties. It is wonderful how well work hcrees

stand the strain on their systems. Horsemen
must see the need of feeding easily-digested,

energy-and-stamina-producing feed, and feeding so
as to give the.animal some time for digestion be-
fore he is forced into heavy or fast work.

If you have an old horse that has outlived his
usefulness to such an extent as to make wintering
him unprofitable, do not sell him to be abused by
his new owner, who will endeavor to make him
earn his keep, as well as the amount of the pur-
chase price and interest on the same. This would
be a poor reward for his faithful work. It would
be better to end his misery in the most humane
manner possible than to force him to do that for
which he is not physically fit. A still more hu-
mane method would be to keep the animal until he
dies of old age. In any case, the horse has
earned a decent hurial. An Hungarian nobleman,
recently deceased, thought so much of his noble
horses that in his will he provided for an income
sufficient to furnish a comfortable home for his
twelve faithful horses which had passed the age of
usefulness; and, when these horses die, others are
to be selected to fill their places. It would te
well if horse-owners generally would follow his ex-
ample, and treat their old horses as their best
and most useful animal friends should be treated.

They have worked day after day through long
years, and have received mothing in return but
food and stabling, and often none too much of

either, and surely they are deserving of a
able old age.

comfort-

Government Aid to the Breedin
of Thoroughbreds.; .

1. Does the (Canadian Government do anything
to aid the breeding of Thoroughbred or (avalry
horses 2

2. Do they furnish stallions to be used at dif-
ferent stations in this Province ? D. R. M.

. Ans.—Any person, firm or corporation owning
or controlling any Thoroughbred stallion in re.
gard to which all of the conditions set forth shall
have been duly and properly fulfilled, shall, on
production of satisfactory evidence thereof, and of
the fact that a reasonable nuimber of mares other
than Thoroughbred mares have been served during

the season, he entitled to receive at the close of
each such season the sum of $250 from the
funds of the Dominion l.ive-stock Branch. If, in

the event of a horse dying or becoming incapaci-
tated for service during the season, an approved
substitute is immediately placed in the same dis-
trict, the Minister may, after due consideration of
the circumstances, authorize the Dayment of
subsidy above mentionen.
The necessary form will
cation to the Veterinary
Live-stock C(‘ommissioner,

the

be furnished on appli-
Director-General and
Department of  Agricul-

ture, Ottawa.

The conditions under which assistance will e
wiven were published in the .June 29th issue  of
“The IFarmer’'s Advocate.’ They will hear reve-
tition, as it is deemed important to the light -

rsecindustry that breeders avail themselves  of

apportunity, They are as follows -
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rector-General or such other members of the Veter-
inary Staff of the Department, or other persons,
as the Minister may from time to time appoint
for this purpose.

3. Horses so approved shall be duly and
properly advertised to stand for service of mares
under the ordinary and general conditions usual
in the districts in which they are to be kept, at.
an annual service fee (except in the case of Thor-
oughbred mares) of not more than $10 to insure,
such service fee to become due and Payable onl\
when mares prove to be in foal.

Use and Abuse of Horse Blankets

Tnere are horse blankets and horse blankets.
all classes of horses and every kind of weather
and condition in which to use them, but so often
are horses forced to sufler through their use, or,
rather, misuse, in many cases they would be bet-
ter without them. Yet, the blanket used, along
with good horse sense, is invaluable in keeping the
working horse in good condition during the win-
ter.

The common practice of blanketing horses
along in the fall, when their winter coat begins
to come in, to keep the animal looking “‘ fine,”’ is
a source of, to say the least, discomfort to the
animal; to keep a horse in a warm stable, heavily
blanketed, and then work him throughout the day
without this ‘‘ wrap,” shows lack of judgment.
No doubt a sleek coat can he maintained in this
way, but it is rather hard on the horse. The use
of heavy blankets under normal conditions cannot
be condemned too much. Their place is for use in
severe weather, where horses have to stand out-
side or in open sheds during the winter. For
stable use, a light sheet only should be used.
Even during fall months, the horse, unless very
hot, should receive only a light covering.

The heavy blanket, while it is invaluable to
protect the horse in certain conditions, and should
always be in a handy place on the farm ready for
use, can be greatly abused, and indiscriminate use
Can cause the horse as much or more discomfort
than if it were taken away entirely. Blanket the
horse for protection, and not for show.—[Farm-
er's Advocate and Home Journal, Winnipeg.

The Shetland Pony.

Sir Walter Gilbey, in his book, ““ Ponies Past
and Present,” writes : James Goudie, whose essay
on ** The Iiarly History of the Shetland Pony
is published in the first volume of the Shetland
Pony  Studbook, thinks there is every likelihood
that it was Dbrought to the islands from Scotland
at  some very early period. The ‘‘ Bressax
Stone,” a sculptured slab, which was discovered
in Bressay in 1864, bhears, among other designs
in low relief, the figure of a horse on which a hu
man figure is seated. ““ As this monument is ad-
mitted by authoritics on the subject to belong to
a period before the Celtic Christianity of the is
lands disappeared under the shock of Norwegian
invasion (A. D. 872), it may be inferred. that
the animal was known and probably found in the
islands at this peried.” Early writers state that
the Scandinavian invaders introduced the founda-
tion stock

some time prior to the fifteenth cen-
tury. Buchanan makes passing reference to the
Orkney and Shetland ponies in his History or
Scotland, written three centuries ago;, but the

first description which has completeness to recon-
nend it is that of Brand, who visited the islands
in 1700, and wrote ‘““ A Brief Description of Ork-

nev, Zetland, DPightland, ¥irth and Caithness,
which wuas published at Edinburgh in the follow-
ing vear. This author writes :

““ They are of less size than the Orkney Horses,
for some will be but 9, others 10 nives or hand-
breadths high, and they will be thought big
horses there if 11, and although so small yvet theyv
are full of vigor and life, and some not so high
as others often prove to he the strongest.

Summer or winter they never come into a house,

but ran upon the mountains, in some places in
flocks ; and if any time in winter the storm be
SO great that they are straitened for food, they

will come down from the hills when the ebb is in
the sea and eat the seaware. which winter
storms and scarcity of fodder Duts them out of
easc and hringeth them so very low that thev
recover not their strength till St. John's Mass-
dav, the 24th of June, when thev are at their
hest. Treyv will live to a considerable age, us
twenty-six, twenty-eight or thirty years, and thev
will he pood riding-horses in twentyv-four, especial-
Iy theyv !l he the more vigorous and live the longer
if thev Le four vears old before they be put to
work. Those of a hlack color are judged to he

the 1most durable. and the pyeds often prove not

S0 cood; they have been more numerous than
thev now are. ™
RBengie, in his ““ Tour in Shetland (1870),”

after remarking  on
hardiness of

racity,

their
constitutions,

sure-footedness and
suggests that the sa-

spirit and activity for which they are re-




