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The Bi-Lin&ual Trotlhlc the Province of Ontario, and should not be tol- 
” x crated at all in the school arrangements. On-

■ tario officials claim that in making the regu-
t i 1HE bi-lingual school question of Ottawa lation limiting the amount of French teach- 

A. has broadened into a question which can jng they are entirely within the law, and that 
no longer be confined to the capital city of the law must be enforced. Warm language 
Canada. School questions upon which Protes- from the pulpit and the press on the French 
tants and Roman Catholics hold different views side elicits warm rejoinders from the other 
are not uncommon in this country. The mixed side. And so the fight goes on, broadening 
character of our population as respects re- every day into arenas which a little while ago 
ligious opinion inevitably produces occasional had no part in it. 
differences of that class. .But the Ottawa 
school trouble is not of that nature. The dif­
ference that has arisen is not'between Protes­
tants and Roman Catholics, but between two 
sections of the Roman Catholic population, the»
French and the English-speaking ; perhaps it 
will be more exact to say between the French 
and the Irish. It is not as respects the teach­
ing of religion, but as respects the use of the 
French language, that the trouble has come.
Unfortunately on both sides the question is 
now being discussed with a heat that is not 
likely to prove helpful to the finding of a set­
tlement.
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Questions of this character are not likely to 
be settled by people who, on one side or the 
other, insist upon standing strictly on what 
they believe to be their rights. The peace, or­
der and good government of a country like 
Canada require on all sides a more concilia­
tory spirit. There may be times when any por­
tion of a community which feels that ,it has 
certain rights will do well not to dwell on 
them, but rather to seek for a ground upon 
which, without the sacrificing, of anything 
substantial, they can eo-operate with another 
portion of the community which no less sin­
cerely holds different views. The differences 

On the French side, it is often asserted that often are found to be more sentimental than 
there is a conspiracy, to which the Ontario substantial, and if the passion and prejudice of 
Government has become a party, to prevent both parties be laid aside, what remains will 
the study of the French language in the schools leave little or no substantial room for dispute, 
of that Province attended by the children The essential thing in such eases is that those 
of French families. Appeals are made to who advocate their respective causes with so 
the French-Canadian people, not only in On- much heat shall stand aside, and that moder- 
tario, but also in other parts of Canada, to ate and fair-minded men shall take up the

* rally to the support of the French in Ottawa, question, with an earnest desire to find a 
The Legislative Assembly of Quebec has felt ground upon which both parties can meet and

‘ free to interfere so far as to pass a resolution work together for the common govd 
calling upon the Ontario educational authori­
ties to make concessions to the French people 

‘ of Ottawa. Appeals are made to French-Can-
* 3 adian citizens in all parts of Canada to boy-
* cott business men who are not of French ori­

gin. French-Canadians are advised not to 
list, and not to contribute to the benevolent

^ funds connected with the war, while this 
school question remains unsettled. The 
conflict is beginning to invade the field 
of ■ Dominion affairs.
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It is this spirit that is now needed for the 
settlement of the Ottawa bi-lingual contro­
versy. Both parties must really have the same 
object in view. The Ontario Government re­
presentatives say they wish to insure proper 
instruction in the English language in all the 
schools of the Province. No reasonable French- 
Canadian can doubt that this is a good pur­
pose. English is ■'ue language of the great 
mass of the Canadian people. The child who 
does not learn that language is handicapped 
all through life, for in the greater part of Can­
ada, without a proper knowledge of the lan­
guage of the majority, one cannot participate 
in the business or social affairs of the time. 
Every Sensible French-Canadian parent will 
therefore desire his children to learn English, 
so that they may not be placed at a disad­
vantage, as compared with the children of 
their English neighbors, in the competitions of 
life.
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Dominion Parliament, not Ontario mem­
bers, are engaging in the platform fray. 
Petitions are being signed calling on the Do­
minion Government to disallow the Ontario 

10 legislation upon which is founded the regula­
tion of which the French citizens of Ottawa 

** complain. The field of controversy and strife 
12 is thus broadening daily.
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'v 13 On the other side, there are Ontario jour­
nals which hold that all the schools of the Pro­
vince mn6t be thoroughly English, and that 

22 the French language is entitled to no consid- 
22 eration. That language, it is argued, is re-
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On the other hand, the French-Canadian hag 
a natural pride in his origin, and in the lan­
guage of his forefathers. Let us not condemn, 

cognized as an official language in the Pro- bnt rather honor him for that. It would be 
2i vince of Quebec, and in the conduct of bnsi-
22«I

f
• • • 2$ well if more of our English-speaking people 

24 Iieee in the Dominion Parliament and in the had acquired a knowledge of the French lan- 
24 Supreme Court of Canada, but, the contentionY guage. In a country having so large a part 
24 is, it has no such recognition in the affairs of of its people of French origin there should bem

- is?

SS&fcwc .fes?ssSSs:
Z l-

. ■

6.,:2 ÿÿfj
■ ^ . w Ik v .. : . >

i

II■

wm
u

v

,


