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rofit from hi* direct trade. In e*. 
he baa not extended this trade to 
his produce, be at the same time

Relations which recently investigated this pro- the mos 
hlem in the United Sta.es, recommend the same plainin
method of bringing untilled land into use. To absorb
ta* land into use is the only way in which we explains the greatest hindrance to direct dealing
can give the soldier boys of the Empire a square —he c? nnot fully meet the needs of a greater
deal when they return home from the battlefields numb * of customers than he now has. 
of Europe When the city home wife visits her retail men

chant, she orders friit of a certain kind and 
variety and want» it delivered at once The 
merchant, in turn, goes to the wholesaler, who 
receives fruit from many sources and of all 
varieties and can fill any ordei in shrrt notice. 
When the consumer deals directly with the pro. 
ducer. she expects the same ready service, and 
it is only by keeping the "direct-to-consumer" 
trade down to small proportions that the pro. 
ducer can give satisfaction. Even then, pro- 
ducers who deal directly with consumers oftea 
have to buy from their neighbors to fill orders. 
For these reasons, direct dealing must always 
be limited to a small proportion of the total o«.
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of Our Folks who are planning to sell ■ through the "winter'll
to consumers may enter this new field of busi- H it is always safer to 1 
ness with their eyes open as to its difficulties. I covrr 
They must expect to give the consumer the san* ■ ofA*I^D vines "they*! 
service that she receives from the city merchant, ■ back and laid on the s 
and this the individual farmer is seldom in i H be covered with earth 
position to do. A cooperative association could ■ be covered before the 
ha'idle such a trade to much better advantage fl the garden' iTcon

■ to plow the land that i
■ farden next year. Tl 

get rid of many i
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this month and store 
sawdust until r

Rural Commission is to be appointed to 
inquire into agricultural conditions in Canada. 
Premier Borden, who suggested the appointment 
of this Commission, is to be con 
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sion with wide u-wers. He recognhtes that farm­
ing, is more than production of 
tions marketing as one phase of 
problem that should be thoroughly investigated.

greater cold 
Premier sug-

crops, and men­
the agricultural

The advisability of establishing 
storage and abbatoir facilities, the 
gests. should also be looked into.
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pointed, will be followed with great interest by 
the people of Canada. Farm and Dairy would 

ggest, however, that the findings of this 
lion will have but little weight with theCbmmisB---— H ---

organized farmers of Canada, unless they are 
given a voice in selecting their representatives 
on the Commission. If the Commission is to be 
composed principally of representatives of the 
railrogd interests and the legal profession, or of 
pseudo farmers, who made their money else­
where than from the farm, such as Government 
officials, no matter how eminent they may be or 
even genuine farmers who have not made any 
ptttdy of economic conditions and are incapable, 
the efore, of making-their influ nee felt on the 
Commission, it cannot be expected that the work 
of the Commission will have the confidence, sym­
pathy, and whole-hearted support of the 50,000 
to 75,000 farmers who are connected with the 
independent farmers' organizations In Canada. 
The Canadian Council of Agriculture will pro­
bably suggest names of farmers who would be 

ptable to them as their representatives on 
the Commission, and Premier Borden would do 

give their nominations first consideration.
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Fair Work., and
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Farms for Soldiers
3M^HAT to do with returned soldiers after the

emphatically. We, of count, 
district representative 

nought forcibly
referred bin 

This in- 
lion MM
school fail work—it is creating almost as muck 
interest among the parents as among the child-

generations to the value of improved seed aad 
better agricultural methods. The work is gnv- 
ir.g tremendously. Onl 
first school fair was 
234 such fairs will be held in Ontario this fall, 
inc tiding 2,291 schools and 46,386 pupils. Alto­
gether there were 61,243 plots grown and 6,861

to our at its- 
most valuable features of thewar, is a problem that already looms large 

Sir Rider tiroin the minds of British statesmen.
Haggard has been appointed to head a commis­
sion that will investigate the possibility of settl­
ing large numbers of them on the land. All of and the same time educating twsA Tractor Demonstration

hundred dollars a year to main- 
tractor will displace four

these soldier farmers are to be placed in the out­
lying parts of the Empire—Canada, Australia, 
and so forth. Many would make good farmers 
and good citizens. They would be an asset to 

Speaking for our­
selves. Farm and Dairy would like to see our 
soldier boys established on farms of their own 
as independent, land-owning farmers. Yet we 
predict that the plan will fail of accomplishment 
in the Dominion for the same reason that it 
would fail in the Old Country.

There are millions of acres of waste land suit­
able for agricultural production in Great Britain. 
There is room for thousands 
to homestead right at home where the majority 
of them would prefer to stay. But this is im­
practicable The sad fact is that the land for 
which Britain’s sons are fighting is not their’s 
at all, but the private property of a comparatively 
few British landlords. It is not so generally 
recognized, however, that almost identically the 
same conditions now exist in Canada. The mil­
lion; of acres of desirable land for free farms, 
which once attracted settlers, are now 
They are not under cultivation. Oh, no!

in the hands of speculators. If our soldiers 
arc to be given homes in the land they are so 

the speculators, the worst 
must be made to let go. 

anized farmers of Canada have already 
Land must be able to bear 

ulators

I F it costs one
aly a few years ago, the : 
held in Waterloo county; .__ tain a horse and a 

or five horses, how much can I afford to pay 
fo' a tractor?

This question is a, difficult one to answer. 
Farm tractors have never been adequately ex­
perimented with under conditions prevailing in 
a rolling country such as we find in the greater 
portion of Eastern Canada. As a result, the farm 
tractor has not found wide adoption among East­
ern farmers. At the same time, information as 
to the possibilities of the farm trartor has never 
been so much desired as now. For this reason, 
if for no other, the Ontario Provincial Plowing 
Match this year should attract record crowds. 
There will be a new feature in the proceedings— 
a real tractor demonstration, offering to Ontario 
farmers the best opportunity yet to see tractors 
in operation and discuss their merits with the 

Remember the time—the first 
week in November, at the Ontario Agricultural 
College farm at Guelph.
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Direct Dealings
A FRUIT grower in the Niagara district of 
/a Ontario, who has made a reputation for 
himself by his "direct from producer to con­
sumer” trade, still sells the major portion of his 
ciop through the ijegular channels; that is. 
through the wholesale fruit dealeis. Per basket 

box, he realizes the highest prices and
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