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The uniform occurrence of a specific
micro-organism in disease, and its uni-
form absence in normal conditons,
while not so absolute as the Koch test
referred to, is proof of the greatest
value. Bacillus larvae grows only in
a special medium, and there are many
dificulties met with in the prepara-
tion of the cultures. A careful reading
of Dr. White's paper will show that he
specifies merely the fact that Bacillus
larvae is uniformly present, and lays
no claim to having made the test called
for by Mr. Cowan. The author further
says: “We know that this was done
by Mr. Cheshire with Bacillus alvel,”
but we are not told what the effect on
the brood was, it being assumed by
Mr. Cheshire all through his work that
there is but one disease of the broéed
in the class which he calls “foul brood.”
I, therefore, cannot agree in the belief
that “until this has been done the in-
vestigations and the’ conclusions ar-
rived at are of very little value so far
as solving the question is concerned.”
While I have undertaken to defend
Dr. White’'s work in the face of Mr.
Cowan’s criticism, T do not wish to be
understood as believing that this whole
subject is now complete. On the con-
trary, I cannot but believe that the
field is just opening up, and much more

bacteriological work must be done be-
fore we are even on a good working
basis. We now have a good start, and
I hope the work may be continued at
no late date. E. F. Phillips.

Washington, D, C., Feb. 21, 1907.
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Spring meeting, Brant County Asso-
ciation in Brantford, Saturday, May
25th, 2 p.m.
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Some exceedingly bad reports have

come to us since our last issue. Losses
Poor

of fifty and seventy-five per cent.
wintering and the cold late spring has

been disastrous. These reports have

. . . . .
been received universally from districts

where honey-dew was gathered last

season. Where fall feeding was done
matters are very much better, though
bees have not built up well owing to
unfavorable weather. Clover in our
surrounding district has “heaved” con-

siderably.
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