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force together instead of having it
divided up into two or three colonies.
But after a man has mastered all the
basic principles of bee-keeping, yes,
after he has become conversant with
the details, he may lose a large share
of his profits simply from out and
out neglect. The bees are in the
cellar, He does not go near them.
He does not know what the tempera-
ture is. It may be too low; and, if
so, it might be possible to add to the
protection afforded by the walls.
Boards might be set up around the
walls, held in place by strips of wood
tacked to the sides of the house, and
the space filled in with sawdust.
This little care alone might, in some
instances, secure the safe wintering
of the bees that would otherwise
perish or come through the winter in
poor condition. If the bees are in
the cellar under the home of the bee-
keeper he might employ artificial
heat at those times when it is needed.
A large oil stove having a hood over
it, connected by means of a pipe with
the stove pipe in the room above,
will answer every purpose. A cellar
may become infested with rats or
mice that will gnaw combs, and do
much damage if not gotten rid of.
Equal parts of flour, sugar and
arsenic placed in dishes in the cellar
will make quick work with the
rodents. Mice will play sad havoc
with colonies. left out of doors if the
entrances are neglected. The bee-
keeper should know how his bees are
wintering. He should not neglect
them. A perfect wintering of the
apiary lays the foundation for a suc-
cessful season.

After the bees are placed upon
their summer-stands don’t neglect
them. As soon as the conditions are
favorable, look them over. Here and
there will be a queenless colony.
Here and there a weak one. United,
such colonies may prove as good as
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