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tion." At the present time we are told 
that the Christian Church has lost its 
moral power, that it makes men religious 
without making them good, and that 
“Ethical Societies ’ are needed to separ­
ate ethics from religion and inspire moral 
enthusiasm. If “Ethical Societies" can

662
Paul's robust faith, intelligent insight and 
living sympathy, she will show 
that she is the true “Ethical Society ”

Paul was a Nationalist. If we consider 
the time when it was spoken, this was 
also a great utterance, “Let every 
be fully persuaded in his own mind. ’ 
Very often sceptical and irreverent men 
have claimed to have a monopoly of “free- 
thinking.’’ Paul would have been the 
last to admit such a preposterous claim ; 
he proved that a man can think freely 
while he is receptive towards God’s revel­
ation and loyal to Christ. It is true that 
many regarded the Apostle as dangerous 
an.l destructive, but they were profoundly 
mistaken. He was the great construct­
ive genius of his age. 
thoroughly in the rights of the 
reason and conscience, while no one 
preached more powerfully the great truth 
that we are members one of another. 
The Church could not rise to his high 
level, and soon after his time the Church, 

corporation, began to coerce and 
crush the individual life, and Church- 
leaders hawked after uniformity of out­
ward lile instead of unity of spirit. So 
there came a time when the Pau ine ex 
hortation, 4 Let every man be fully per­
suaded in his own mind,” was foreign to 
the tone and temper of the Christian 
community. But the fact remains that 
Paul’s ideal was the diversity of operations 
from the same spirit.
“individualist" in any shallow atomistic 

but to him the thought and con
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The Christian reUgion is ^eminently
a teaching religion , its rea natureo m agnosticism, and we feel sure that
shown a definite „\ve follow the example of Jesus and hi,
cular ritual, or ™ "hth grow »P sties we shall not allow religion to he
system, but in .1;,tJ^.l ' t'lms PiwaTs divorced from conduct. Of Paul we may 
,ng out of the hfe of Jesus Christ appeal» |hat he due prominence to
m living forms to the w nd. heart and cllaractcr „,)d noble conduct, hut
conscience of men who are seek ng the ^ ^ oul of hU theology. It
truth It is not m vun that oi r l-ord is upon which his epistlesShit at srsts rsx - »..- »• •<••• •« •» 1-s.Vj-«•*
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±Æï£:;:of their God-given convictions they could mu es, ‘‘Ihou shall not steal Ut h n 
face the world, and change the current of «■£  ̂siting I'M that

7..n, p.rlim’nl fiR ......
satsaysrST-e sx&xmsum:
•oolish fads and fashions, the answer will ^lul'of the life "of Christ. This is a their highest life in and through the social
lead us in the same direction. W e have of princip|es „f small order, but this through a willing self-
been passing through a period of great _ -|n a]) pf ca,uiatry, of Rab- surrender and not by an unwilling slav-
shaking and radical change, and those ^ |j|(i paui gave real moral ery. Paul respected and honoured the
who are ill furnished with intellectual and ^hich required intelligence to claims of intellect even when he poured
moral principles are not sure of anything. p ,vP|hcm but w|,;ch uplift us just in contempt on a perverse philosophe ; and 
Hence many kind-hearted people are led pp (ion as we m.,ge a strenuous effort though he possessed a revelation he felt 
to follow movements and believe thug P I ,.| ,t all things he done called to commend himself to every man s
which imply that the human race nuts do‘^ llol mcaiAimply tha, conscience in the sigh, of God. It may

lean eu ^ are tQ have p|oasant, profitable, be necessary to icprove ‘ pride of in,el- 
devotional meetings where we can speak lect” as well as all other forms of pride, 
sweet and comforting words to each but this may be carried to an extreme 
other They suggest the truth which and we may create the impression that 
Longfellow has put into simple, beautiful there is something essentially satamc and 
words. dangerous in intellectual activity. We

well learn from the life of Paul that

He believed
individual

some power 
common 1

He was not an

long, toilsome experience 
nothing, that all God’s various forms of 
revelation have been in vain. This simp- 
lv shows that our generation has not been 
well trained, and that while the “advanced 
men” and the “traditionalists" have 
fought their battles round every subject, 
a most important work has been neglect­
ed or only partially performed. It Chris­
tian disciples are to he strong, joyful and 
influential, their minds must be nourished 
on true teaching.

Our Lord is the supreme example ; in 
this, as in all else, his teaching is living, 
concrete, full-orbed. It almost defies an­
alysis by its well balanced symmetry and
spiritual perfection. In the Apostle Paul ... , .
we have not only the first great Christian L eternity as well as time,'they would

have a living principle which would help

may
honest thinking is just as pious as earnest 
praying, and that it is quite consistent 
with ( hristian humility to resist arrogant 
traditionalism and narrow dogmatism.

“All the architects of Fat 
Workii 
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Some with ornament ol rhyme.

ine in these walls of Time ; 
ith massive deeds anti ereat,

“For the strueture that we raise, 
Time is with materials tilled ; 
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It is important that religion should in­
spire noble conduct, but to do this it 
must satisfy intellectual needs. We must 

If our young men grasped the truth be as open and as ready to receive new 
that we are all character-builders working light and leading as 1 aul was in his day

and if this is “rationalism” it is rational­
ism of the right healthful kind which will 
bring the true enlightenment and emanci­
pation.

Paul leas a Mystic. He believed in the 
inward light and life ; he could say “I 
live, yet not I ; Christ liveth in me.” He 

spiritualist in the

ys and yesterdays 
hlotks with which we build."

missionary but also one of the noblest and
. successful of Christian teachers. In them to solve many moral problems ard 
brief essay it is little that can be said would stimulate their spiritual growth, 

as to his method and spirit, but that little Many small amusements and dangerous 
may be put in a way that is suggestive, habits would be cast aside under the in- 

Let us take a threefold view of Paul as fluuice of this Christian thought Paul 
a teacher It may not be exhaustive but in applying this truth remembered that 
so far as it goes it is, we believe, both no man liveth to himself, and the strong There is a living spirit in man and there- 
true and helpful. In doing this we shall man, if he is a Christian disciple, will not for the capacity for communion with God, 
venture to apply to the Apostle of the in all things please him»ill. While we Christ in the heart, the hope of gioty, the

are not to be in bondage to “the weaker glory of harmony with God, and ol realiz- 
brother’ we must consider his claims with ing the true life. In our own generation 

be delicate tact and in a spirit of tenderness, we have seen a strong movement towards 
Thus Paul’s morality was individual in materialism We have heard the leading 

from an inward princi- man of science concede that there is

true sense.

Gentiles words which are often used as 
terms of reproach. We admit that there 
may be reason in this, when they can 
used separately, but at the same time we
maintain th-d the reproach vanishes when this, that it sprang 
they can all be applied to one man. pie of personal life, but it was social in something behind the brain, something

Paul was a moral ha ke. We shall that the individual was taught to think of that his science does not reach, and tell
himself as part of an organic whole If us patronisingly that if we like to call this

pn

admit this if we have fathomed the mean 
ing of one of his great sayings, namely the Church to-day can grasp the spirit of something “soul”’ we can do so, bat we 
this, “Let all things be done tmto édifie^ such teaching and face the world with must remember that we are talking


