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A. 8 JOHNSON, Cor. Kent ami Prince Sts,

OF P. E. ISLAND.

a as in ask, staff, pass, dance, ,tv.
1. Many cultivated speaker* give to the vowel in words of this class

t the sound of a as in ami. Another large class of speakers give in such >
words the sound of a as in arm. Those who prefer the first as the proper '

' quality of the element should avoid the drawl or thin, prolonged sound I
; which is sometimes given to il. Some eminent ortboéplst* regard tlii- /

vowel as of an intermediate quality between a as In and and a as in 
; arm; and, as those speakers who hold this opinion would probably avoid
; the extremes of sound sometimes beard, there may be no practical objec-
i tion to attempting such a pronunciation.

a as in fare, or e as in there.
2. The most eminent orthotplsts in this country and in England give ( 

to the vowel a or e in words of this class the sound of long a deprived ' 
of its vanishing element r (as heard in pay, sau. &c.. In which words the )

1 y may be considered as representing this vanishing element I. This prac- j 
I Ice is better obeen ed by Englishmen than by Americans. In the i’niled 
States a somewhat lengthened form of a as In and, although not sanc- 

i tloned by the Dictionaries, is more commonly given to words at this class, 
and is not, perhaps, to be condemned. The sound occurs only before r, ) 
and should be closely blended with the slight sound of v, as in urn,

\ which is hoard before r in the pronunciation of such words.
i 3. The compound long vowel sound, generally indicated by u, as in ' 

use, begins with the consonant y and ends with oo, yon.
This is the sound heard in the words unit tyoo' nit), cube (kyoob). mute 1 

J (muoot), educate fed' ynokate), &c. But when the compound vowel u, \
or Its equivalent, in a monosyllable or an accented syllable, follows I, d,
I, n. s. In, or J (commonly), the Initial element is slighted so as to become 
a very brief and indistinct sound of i as in tu; w in In in. duke, Inner, 
nude, suit, enthusiast, jewel. In both cases the elements composing the 
sound of « must be drawn together and pronounced in the same syllable. )

After r, eh. and sh the initial element is omitted and only the (Inal ) 
element on (long or short) is heard, as In rule (WW), true l/rdti), tru'h 
(trônth), fruit tjriW). aitnelprM, chew(cOM), IMWtshBSr), sugar lekit- 
gar). In some words the sumo effect is produced by J, as Jejune tje-jbOa ). )

t. When a short sound of » occurs before ss, st, tli. or the sound of f, 1 
as in cross, cost, broth, soft, cough, and In some cases before ng, as In l 
long, strong. It is the practice of the best speakers to give to the o a med­
ium sound between o as in on and a as in fait. i

$. Many speakers in England give to e, ea, i, and y, In a few words (as 
herd, earth, girl, myrtle) whose vowel element is commonly pronounced i 
as u in urn, a sound very nearly like that of e as in end; but as this 
distinction is very generally disregarded In this country, and nol consist- 1 
ently preserved In England, the sound has received no distinctive mark 
in the Vocabulary.

3. CAUTIONS AGAINST SOME COMMON ERRORS 
IN PRONUNCIATION.

1. Do not pronounce ing like in; as eve'ntn for etc’nlng, writ'in for
writing.

2. Do not pronounce ow like uroruA; as hotlur or holiuh tor hol low,
shad'ur or shad'uh for shadow.

3. Do not pronounce ed like id or uti ; as undid or undud tor united,
providid or provid'ud for provided.

4. Do not pronounce ess like iss ; as good'niss for good'ness, bold niss
tor boldness.
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