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18< 1 th,8 syHtem was changod, and a soaHon lot-pass was issf.ed to e,wh t,« -the wholenumber of let-passes isHi-ed at Port Oolbome that year liein^ 27fi7 rf S«„ n7
for tugs, and 80 for scows and .fts, or IH to he ^UZ^Zfl^lhl }oZ^^^ ^St
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Commissioners in their letter, dated 24th February, 'l871, to the Houor-aWe the Secretary of State, appear to have n.istaken the tugs used on the Canal forfreight vessels passing through it, as on page 3G the foUowing^statemen? is made :-
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"1'^ ^''"•'*"^ noteworthy that the American steamers passing through the Weiland though less in number than the Canadian steamers, ai-e ofKgfr cC_in fal of
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whilst those belonging to Canada amounted to
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^'^ examination of the records kept at Port Colbome of the down trade for 1871shows, on the contrary, that the avemge load carried by American steamers and i^Il'

^oritTfV.'r,''''^"^'' -- 'n
*"'«' ^-^ *^'^* °f tiie CanSntteaTrs wfstlly

.•elative tonnage capacity of the Canadian and American vessels engaged JtheS.
It may also be obs.rred, that in making comparisons between the traffic from the

.a.l to J3uttalo and Port Colbome only ; and as the trade on the New York State Canalaemlmvces he whole internal movement of that country, it would be manifestHnfah toconW It with the downward business done either on the Welland 01 Kw^ncl
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"gfegate movement on the New York State Canals was in 1868 but as

wav o? the W' 1
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'''^^' ^'•°" ^"'^*^°' ^'^^ "^ ^^^^' ^^hil^t the traffic b^way of the Welland Canal continues gradually to increase. .
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^*« ^*'^« competition have rendered it imperativethat the cost of tmnsport between the producer and the consumer, shoS^d be rXced te^the least possible rates, and for the most part a very slight difference in thisrXct tmsoon determine the course which business will take.

"^«rence in tnis respect wUl

It is well known that large vessels can carry freight profitably, at less mtes thansmaller ones, still, although large propellers can go to Buftklo to be ter advaiC han

core^bouTlT-r? \l ^'"!f' ^^'' *'" ''^**^^' »^y ^^'"g «We to continuftS
compete with that of Buffalo on nearly equal terms, even after « r'^'luction of '50 i»Pr
cent, has taken place on the tolls of the State Canals.
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