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ing snoh hlowB as have never hUn ileaU it befof«. Franet,

the n^ost profiperoufi country in Eurppe, \x9m\ wiibin lh«

paitAgittr. expelled religioue ordera whieh in years gone by
wMflMi to rule her oounoile. In Ireland, abov« the din of

jftoPrnlWand claas Hirife,due bo largely to prienlly teaohingB

WtJ^rieBt-riddon ignorance, is heard the death knell ofpriest-

ly rale. Ab a gentleman of great obseryation remarked the

o(l\pr day :
'* Iii fifteen yearB every theatre in Britain, the

United 8tateH and Cana^ will be playing traireotieH upon
the orthodoxy of the day $ ftnd ^th^ manager mko takee the

first step will make his fortune." And il this apply to

England and America, with how much greater force does

it apply to France and Germany, the two foremost nations

of t(^e continent ? In the latter, not more than one fifth

of the city populations pretend to attend Church ; and of

both countries, almost without qualification, may it be said

that (save the clergy and those studying for the ministry),

the educated and thinking classes regard our systems of

orthodoxy (both Roman Catholic and Protestant) as what
they iteally are : a medley of oriental legends and nwfdiaeval

myaticism, a libel upon the attribut€$ of God and a pofody on
the teachings of Je8U9 Chtist / 4
But, it' will be asked, shall men reject everytlHn£^ is

igliosticism the creed of ihe world, and materialism the

goal of the race ?~ We think not. Ninety-nine men out

of every hundred do believe in a Supreme Ruler of the^

universe, who is cognizant of, and to whom we are rospon-
*^

sible for, our acts and thoughts. Men do believe tbttt this

God ifi a Being whose eVery attribute is perfeotiot^ and
whose Bible is the starry world above us, the glorious earth

beneath us, and our consciences within us. Men do be-

lieve that this God, who, for some wise purpose has placed

us here, is plenteous in mercy to all—whether Barbarian,

Scythian, bond or free-- who put their trust in Him, and
live that the world may be somewhat better for their life.

Men do believe "that this life, though not perhaps, iM>t
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