
THE STAA'E SILO.

As the live stock of the country increase in number and improve in quality, more
and more interest is taken in the preservation of succulent food for their uae during
the winter. In many parts of Canada the cheapest crop for such a purpose is Indian
Com (Zea mayi) and since the preservation of this forage is an important considera-
tion, so the question of silos and silo building is claiming more attention. Many
letters have been received asking for directions for constructing silos and inquiring
as to the relative economy of the difiFerent kinds of silo in use.

The most common objection advanced to the more general use of the silo is the
considerable expenditure necessary to erect such a large air-tight chamber, as well as
the subsequent expense of maintaining such a building in repair, and the apparent
short life of the silo as commonly constructed.

From extensive observation and study of silos and silo construction, and from
experience here with a number of different silos, it would appear that the tub or stave
silo is the form of cheap silo that for various reasons is most worthy of recommen.ia-
tion. It combines simplicity and cheapni-.s3 of construction, with the requi?i-. < n-
ditions to preserve the ensilage in the ver.v best condition for feeding.

No data are as yet available as to the longevity of the Stave Silo, its pi-bable
life depends, however, upon the quality of the material used and the proper coi.-tTic-
tion of the foundation and sides.

The first point to decide when preparing to build is the amount of ensilage to
be stored and the size of silo required for such an amount. A good average daily
ration for a cow being from 35 lbs, to 40 lbs., the amount required for a given r.imV>er
of cattle during a certain period may be easily estimated. By referring to the f>llo\v-

ing table, the approxiniiite enpncity of different sized tub silos may be asocrtiiined :—

Table giving the approximate capacity of stave silos for well matured erii, -ilape,

in tons.
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In all silo construction, a most important point is to build as high as possible,
since each foot added in height increases by so much the chance of success and gives
a more than proportionate inorense in capacity, due to the greater pressure of the
taller column of material.

The silo may be built inside the barn or adjacent to it, as convenient. If built
outside, it may be expected to prove as satisfactory as if built under cover, though


