
XVIII. "THE —TH BRIGADE
WILL ATTACK "

WE thought we should have to attack

that day, as we knew the powers

that be were most anxious for

to be taken.

The regiment had been, so to speak, in the

forefront of the battle for the past tvo or

three days ; that is to say, we had not had
any troops between ourselves and the enemy,
and, though the fighting had never been of a

brisk nature, nevertheless the men were feeling

the strain of constant watchfulness and going

without sleep. Even if there is not much
firing it is not a restful feeling to have nothing

but a stretch of open ploughland between

oneself and the enemy, and to feel one may
be called upon to advance over the ploughland

at any minute. It was a nasty stretch of open
country, swept and raked from every corner

by the enemy's machine-guns, and to lie there

waiting for the order to get up and cross it

was rather like sitting inspecting a sti£F fence.
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