
The first edition of " Syatema Nature " was published
in 1735 and the last (I2th) in 17fiH. Zoologists accept as
the starting point for detf» mining the generic and specific
names of animals the tenth edition of 175H. wmle boiaui ts
have taken tie 17M edition of the "Species Plantarum".
of which the first editi- i was oubM-hed in 1737, as their
starting point in nome Jai'i*'

Before Linnaeus, the li *a^ described as the "cat
with a tuft at the end of the tail," and the tiger as the " yel-
low cat variegated with long blac/c stripes." Such a method
of description was both cumbersome and unsystematic,
especially when the number of species became numerous.

Linnsus gave each species a double name, e.g., Fflis
/fo anr* tin tigris, the second name being the specific
title, •:. *-e first the genus, a group of more or less similar
specr n addition, genera were grouped into Ordtrs,
and C. jers into Classes.

With the adoption of the binomial system "certainly
and precision were introduced into the art of description

Batsch in 17no introduced the term Famih between
Cienus and Order, and Haeckel in 1880 the term Phvlum
for a grouping of similar classes.

The successive steps are known as Divisions, Classes,
Orders, Families. fJenera. Species, Varieties which may be
arranged as follows:
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Thus in time through the efforts of many expert sys-

tematists all ,the known plants and animals have been
classified. For example, the Spy apple belongs to the
Division Spermapkytes, (seed-bearing plants), to the Class
Utcotyledons (with two-seed leaves), to the Order Rocales,
to the Family Rosacex, to the Genus Pyru to the Species
Mali, and finally to the Variety Spy.

Similarly the domestic cat belongs to the Phylum
Chordata (back-boned animals), to the Class Mammalia
(mammals), to the Order Carnivora (flesh-eaters), to the
Family Felidz (the cat kind), to the Genus Felts, to the
Species domesticus.


