
IT

7he metluxl of ftH-ding whiuh t now U-inK genrrally followed ntiJ wliiili, iiftcr

nn experience of twenty yean of lattlc f lin*. tb« nio»t of the time in Alberta, I

have mj-aelf found to give ttie most ifttiafn. <ry rp«ult4, I will dc«cribe briefly.

Finit, let mo nay thnt I atroiiKly favour feeding in the open, and that I am cnn-

vinced that many of thom) who nttetnpt feoiliiijj cntths do not fwd grain with nurti-

cient liberality to obtain the bei^t re«ultn. Thisi, I bclicro, \» one reiuion why Cuna-

dian cattlo arc Ke>>erally quoird on the Liverpool market one eent jx'r pound lower

than lTnit«>d State'' piittle. In the United State* feeding di«triet». enttle nn> put

on n full fee«l of corn almost fnxn the start, whioh is i<rpt l>efoi« them eonstnntly

for six or eight nioiitlu*. One hundred hiixheU of eorii i» n<'kone<i an the re(|uirenient

cf an onlinary ntcer during the fi^<liiig period. Thi-« method gives rapid gain;!, pro-

ducing better eattle, which make better prii-- than where limited griiin ration* are

fed. The diopodition of a thoroughly fntti .. «t«H>r is ehnngcd; ho lieof)me!4 ' 'ile

and contented, fihi|« better and thun brings a better price at tiie eiicl of his life's

joumej . We have just as good enttle hero n» in the Cnitcd State«. Choppeil barley,

wheat and oats are fully equal to com as a fattening ration, but wo must give the

cattle all they will eat of it, and when we Iriirn to do this, I contend thnt our cattle

will not sell at a lower pric<! on the British market than United States' c;ittle.

I have been pleased to note that some good work i" being done by the superin-

tendent of the Experimental Fnnn at Brandon in outdoor cattle feeding, and I hnvo

read with interest reix)rts of other Afanitoba farmers who are experimenting along

similar lines. I cannot help but think, however, thnt all tluNc experiments wo\ild be

better if they wouhl adopt tbe method I here attempt to describe. At the time the

Experimentr' farm enttle were sold at Brii...Ion Inst sprit 7 for 4i eent.s, which I fancy

was about their value, a gocxl many enttle wore l)eing sold here for -U centc, but our

br.st feeders were getting 4* to .5 cen>fl for cattlo for oxpor., and they had to contend

with the long rail journey, extra freight and shrinkage and other expenses which

would make cattle cost to the dealer in Montreal from 6 cents to 6i cents per pound.

THE METHOD.

Where there is no natural shelter, a corral with a tight board fence about 7 feet

high, with a rough, straw covered shed for stormy weather is necessary, and even
v,here there is good natural shelter, cattlo will do better with a roughly improvised

shod in whioh to lie down during stormy weather. The rest of the equipment con-

sists of racks for holding hay or rough feoil, which should ulways be kept tilled, and

the cattlo allowed access to them at all times. The grain feeding bunks should be

placed in the centre of the corral or in the open, where the cattle can get all rousid

them. They should be about 2J feet high, 3 feet wide, with 8-inch sidtjs to keep in

the chop, and if made about 16 feet long will bo found convrnient. With enttle not

dehorned, nnd until they are on full fecfl, about one '•f those bunks to every eight

head is no >ary; after they are on full feed n bunk would nccommo<l:ite more cattle.

Self-feedr may also be used and arc very satisfactory.

It is iierhnps needless to say that attention to the smallest detaii.* is absolutely

essential to obtain the best results in the feeding of cattle, and this applies just as

emphatically with cattle that are being fed in the open, as under the most artificial

conditions. They must bo provided with plenty of be<lding, good clean straw a foot

deep; all frozen lumps of mnnure should be regularly removed so that cattle may have
' solid comfort.' Remember that when enttle are lying down quietly nnd contentedly

chewing their cud they ore making the most money for the fee<lor.

As above stated, the food racks should always be kept filled, and T always like to

supply the best hay at the first of the season before the cattle have got on to the full

grain feed.

I find, like Mr. Grayson of Newi .ic, that finely chortx-d grain is best, being more
easily digested. Barley and oats ground together

'

.
"

, usuall.v ff-d ; sometimes

oats and wheat, but I have had better rMulti ioeding barley alone. I

like to put in three-year-old steers weighing abo ,_00 pounds; I begin feed-


