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may occur in mountainous country when drainafre is imppdoil so as to form
local accumulations of water.

Humidity is a very important rotrulator of the distrihution of bops.
Wooded moors favour the -rrowth of mosses, owin^ to the air there heinu: more
moist than in the open country. Hence it is that the bops in l.>w-lvinK areas
seldom have trees buried in them, whereas in mountain bops trees are i)lentiful,
the prowtli of the moss beinp favoured l)y the fallen trunks damminp back
the water so as to form pools.

"

The peat bops are penerally cla.-sitied as hiph bops (Hochmoore) and
low bogs (Niederunpsnioore).

High Bogs.~~The vegetable matter forminp the.se bops is jirincipaliy
made up of the remains of mo.'i.ses. heath plants and of forest residue. On
account of the moisture absorbinp ju-operty of thesphapiia in particular, these
bops are like enormous sponpes, retaininp large quantities of water, which
furthermore favours the prowth of this vepetation. Under favourable con-
ditions these bops may attain considerable depth, especially in their central
parts, where the drainape is less and the prowth of the moss more jirofuse.
In numy instances these parts are on a hipher level than the rest of the bop
and often from I.t to 50 feet or more in depth.

Loir Bog.'<.—The vepetable nuitter forminp these bops is made u]) of
the remams of plants requirinp more nourishment than the plants forminp
the vepetation of a hiph bop. The jmncipal vepetation on low bops is prasses,
sedges, reeds and rushes. Low bops chiefly occur in localities which are
occasionally or periodically flooded.

In a preat number of ca.ses the conditions under which a bop has been
formed have chanped from time to time, resulting in different "vepetation
and in peat of different (pialities. Bops of this nature are classified as niixe.l
bogs (Uberganpsmoore or .Mishmoore.)

The (HiTerent cla.sses of pe;>t are divided into t wo larpeproups*:-!. moss
|)eat,andll, pra.ss peat, each o. . ,ich is subdivided into smaller proups.

I. Moss I'kvt.

'i'his group is subdivided inl'i three sm.-i,.cr proujis:

<i. Sjihagiiiiiii /'(Yf/.-The jiorous characlcr of the sphauna and its cdU]-
posilion, which practically consists of celluhw with only a small pen-entapi!
of albumen, makes the sphagnum peat very resistant to huniification. It

contains a very small amount of inorganic substances, growing as it does on
ground and water contaimnp little nourishment, and gives, therefore, when
burnt very little ash. Well Immified, it has fairly good cohesion and produces
a good fuel, which, however, is .omparatively light and porous and under
unfavourable weather conditions recjuires lonper time for drvinp than a fuel
made from a more compact peat. The weight per unit of volume is con-

* I.Cfliircby J, llallmcii, .Markaryd, Swollen.


