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maiU- iKMitH, Hiiils, mats, cloth, conls ati.l |w|>tr. Tin- pith
was used for f<K><l. SiiidaU wtTc made ml of a material
provided by the papyrus. The scums i)f ships were
caulked with u tow • ule from it.

Hut the Asiatic pliui «)f making iKiiwr from cotton
seems to have spread all alonjj the northern shores «)f

luiroiie, to (;reece, to Italy and to have l)een carried »»y

the Moors to S[)ain.

.\s the industry went further and further afir! ' -. u
the home of the cotton plant, the inxenuity of nmn s^.i^ht
ou»i other tnaterial from which to n.ake the paper. In
s. . cases a fair pajH-T was produced by the mixture of

woollen .ags with the original nuiterial, I.inen ra^'s were
added in countries where the flax plant flourished.

By the 14th cent.iry paper makinx had Ixcoine a

recognized FMropean industry.

At first Italy became the centre of the paper-juakiuK
industry. Then (iermany l)eKun to build factories after

1320, A.D. France secured her knowledKc of I'liier-

making f:om Spain late in the 12th century ; the early
paper being made of cotton,

By the 14th century paiw as not unc<mimon in

England.

At hrst pai)er was m ide ent.rely by hand. Then, as
in the history of most 1 aufactures, machinery was in-

vented for the more n, * oreparation ; then came the
division into .vning paper, printing paper and wrapping
paper, cotton rags being still the chief source of the
material from which paper was made.

The demand l)ecoming greater than the supply, the
wit of man became actively engaged in finding' material
from other plants possessed of th. necessary fibre. The
cotton plant, the papyrus and the palm, flax and .some
other memljers of the vegetable kingdom had been em-
ployed. But still the demands for paper were inexorable
and constantly enlarging.

Kvery zone was se^ ched for suitable material. It

was thought that in Ksparto grass the requisite material
had been discovere*!, and for years Esparto, treated after
a somewhat similar fashion as rags, was extensively used


