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THE COLONIAL CONFERENCE.
Tie Codi/en Club's Kcply tn the Prr/craili.il Jh-nfouils.

CHAl'TKR I.

THK KARI.V MOVEMENT TOWARDS
EKDKKATION,

What liRht docs the Colonial C onfer.nrc of 1007
throw upon the future of the British limpiro, esp,ri.
ally as regards the relations between the Mcither
t-ountry and the self-governing Colonies? Hefore en-
deavouring to answer this question by examining the
Report of the Conference, it is desirable to present a
brief account of the official circumstances which led to
this Conference. The movement for a closer organisa-
tion of the parts of the ICmpire for common purp,vies
of government, defence, and trade, had long b en
occupying the attention of politicians both in (ireat
Britain and the Colonies before the advent of Mr
Chamberlain to the < "Tice of Colonial Secretary in iH<)=
gave practical importance to the proposals. Not onlv
had private associations in this country been educating
public opinion upon li.e advisability of Imperial Federa-
tion, but as far back as 1874 Lord Carnarvon, on
entering the Colonial Office, had definitely set himself
to promote the federation of Colonial groups as a sten
towards the fuller federation.
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When Mr. Chamberlain became Colonial Secretary
in 189^^ he directed all his encrgv to the promotion of
this object. Events in Australia and, as he thought in
South Africa, were moving rapidly towards ' wal
federation, and the a.ssociation of these groups in
one great federal union appeared to him quite practic
able.


