
moiiK the tentative projects, tiie reiult ha> been to iiiten«ify

defectn and perpetuate LnneceMary difforenccii. The wme pro-
blem Uett ui in Canada. 8hail we by remaining in Jealoua
inolation encourage the aindew and inevitable diflferentiation of
our legal nyrtemi, or ihall we not rather, in lo far at our apecial
circunntaucea will pomiit, fall into lino with the movement in
all great nationi towards the goal which a great Belgian juriat
called "the univeraality of the law."

THE HONOUR OF THE PROFESSION.

By E. F. B. JoHNSTO.t, K.C.

One of the chief object« of the Canadiaa Bar Auociation ii

•et forth in the first article of the Conatitui'on, namely:—"to
up-hold the honour of the Profeneion." Perhapi it would be
intereating to view this question from a standpoint somewhat
apart from the line of the usual addresses delivered on such
subjects as,—"The Bench and the Bar" and other similar
topics, the treatment of which has become more or less common-
place. I shall, therefore, eliminate all consideration of the indi-

vidual and the detai.s which go to make up the daily round of

professional life, except matters arising by way of illustration.

I think the discussion of the question should be on a broader
and higher plane than mere personal qualification, and should
involve a consideration of matters pertinent to the profession
as a whole. It is easy to lay down general principles which
govern, and it is easier still to point out many of the principles

which should govern and do not. But the subject is somewhat
complex. The Bar as a whole is a most important element of
the social, business and political life of Canada. The lawyer in

towns, and even in large cities, occupies a somewhat individual
position. He is admittedly an educated man, and is supposed,
at any rate, to be a gentleman by Act of Parliament, and, there-

fore, the profession of law, according to the conduct of its mem-
bers, must add to or detract from the social plane of the immeu


