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D] ofltablhty, efﬁc1ency and quahty play Vlrtually no role.
-in the work of state and collective farms:”

Khomolyansky describes, unusually frank for an essay
‘intended for: pubhcatlon by a-UN body, the reasons now
- causing millions: of peasants to abandon the countryside.

he problem is-not new. During the years immediately
ollowing the Second World War, Moscow-erected admin-
strative barriers to restrict the migration, but many man-
aged to circumvent them because, as the study admits, such
intervention “does not: really solve the problem.” The ad-
_ministration later 1ncreased considerably the material pros-

: Sovzet collective farm

services avallable in the: towns Th1s would
sive construction of new all-weather roads

their transport links,”

penty of farm workers by boosting wages and permitting.

~ “privaté garden plots to supplement incomes. Yet the ex-
: odus Has continued.

A recent. mvestlgatlon conducted among the rural
workforce and quoted in the present study provides an-

exp]anatlon of the motives fuelling the exodus. The major-
ty of the Tespondents pointed to a higher standard of living
k njoyed in urban areas. Other lures of town life included
more. free time, better services and better educational

facilities. But only asmall proportion cited higher pay as an

‘incentive to-leave the. farms ‘The author. concludes that the

messagelsclear there s
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‘aneedfo an all-round approach '

Umi
-]
o
@
o
=
=
Y
a3

trial 1ntegrat10n will be 1rnpractlcable and the underlymg .

social problems insoluble.”

It considers that the best way to- keep Sov1et cou
tryfolk on the farms is through “a ]ud1c1ous orientation an
state investment policy.” That means that more publ

funds should be spent on- strengthening the social: and =

cultural infrastructures in the country51de Stemmmg he
exodus of rural people to the cities — a prerequisite fi
rescuing the present structure of Soviet agriculture
would thus depend on long-term efforts to meet t

~aspirations of an 1ncreasmgly restlve nd sophisticated

populatlon. R




