
Willingness
to consult

results in
fewer votes

along with India, the Federal German
Republic, Venezuela and Mauritius. The
Assembly approved thereport adopted at
Habitat and agreed that appropriate ma-
chinery for dealing with human settle-
ments should be created by the Economic
and Social Council at its next meeting. In
addition, a resolution was approved estab-
lishing in Canada a centre for audio-visual
materials on human settlements.

The General Assembly adopted 245
resolutions with respect to 124 items in-
scribed on the agenda for the thirty-first
session. Of these, 148 were adopted with-
out vote, and only 97 required recorded

votes. The relatively small number of
recorded votes reflects awelcome readiness
by member states to consult. In the re-
corded votes, Canada voted "yes" 56
times, abstained 34 times, and cast nega-
tive votes seven times. Thus Canada was
able to support 204 of the 245 resolutions
adopted at the thirty-first session.

Major objectives
Canada's major aims at the session were
as follows:
1. to speak and vote in ways that would

not be inconsistent with policies it
was likely to follow on the Security
Council in 1977;

2. to work in favour of compromise formu-
las on Middle East questions that
preserved the chances for direct nego-
tiations between the parties;

3. to work in favour of resolutions on
human rights that were balanced and
impartial;

4. to encourage resolutions on North-South
matters that were helpful to negotia-
tions at the Paris conference;

5. to strengthen the financial arrangements
for the United Nations Peace-keeping
Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) ;

6. to encourage a larger number of con-
tributors to the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refu-
gees in the Near East (UNRWA);

7. to gain as much support as possible for
the report of the Habitat conference
and for workable institutional ar-
rangements to follow it up;

8. to use its influence with Black African
delegations to follow moderate poli-
cies on Rhodesia and Namibia;

9. to support the German initiative on the
taking of hostages.

The following paragraphs refer to most, if
not all, of the activities associated with
these objects.

Issues relating to Southern Africa were
perhaps the major concern of the Assem-
bly, in view of the influence of the 49 Afri-
can states and developments in Rhodesia,
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