. Pope John Paul Il contemplates the magnificence of Namao at yesterday’s mass.
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The Pope’s message

by Rick Warren

Pope John Paul has appealed to
Christians to pray and work to-
getherin a true spirit of ecumenism
to promote a more just and peace-
ful world.

“True prayer overflows into gen-
erous service,” the Pope told 1,110
religious leaders and lay represen-
tatives Sunday evening at an inter-
faith prayer service at St. Joseph’s
Basilica.

“We (the church) are not unmind-
ful of the great needs of our broth-
ers and sisters who suffer through-
out the world,” the Catholic Pontiff
said in a reference to the Third

- World. The Third World theme is

~the major emphasis of his Edmon-
ton visit, and is one of 12 different
pastoral themes the Catholic spirit-
ual leader will address during his
Canadian tour.

“God is near to all who call upon
him: the poor and the dejected,
the sorrowing and the lonely, the
weak and the oppressed. We be-
lieve that God breaks through the
silence, and even the noise, of our
daily lives revealing to us his truth
and his love,” he said. =

 Christ’s followers should be-
come, and help one another to,
“the salt of the earth” and “the
light of the world,” the Pope said.

The Pope’s message fulfills the
gospel and the social teaching of
the church, said Elizabeth Reid, a
spokesperson for the Canadian
Catholic Organization for Devel-

:} opment and Peace. “We cannot

_ preach the gospel without working
for justice. It is what we are called
to do as Christians,” she said.

When the bishops of the world

met in the Second Vatican Council

in the 1960’s, they learned from
their fellow bishops in Asia, Africa
and Latin America about the grim
reality of life for poor people in the
Third World, who, throughout their
history of colonialism, have been
caught between economic domi-
nation and political and military
oppression.

In 1967, the Bishops of Canada
set up the Canadian Catholic Organ-
ization for Development and Peace.
The purpose of the organization
was to raise funds for socio-eco-
nomic development projects inthe
Third World, and to foster a new
understanding of the need for
international aid among Canadians.

Almost 20 years later, the tocus ot

the organization has expanded to
provide reliable information on the
realities of poverty and oppression
in the Third World, strengthen ties
between grass-roots organizations
in Canada and the Third World,
and promote awareness of the
teachings of the Gospel on issues of
social justice. s
Health, Education, rural devel-
opment, economic development
and women’s issues are among the

‘projects aimed at eliminating the

root causes of poverty and under-
development. i

The Churches decided to speak
out “as one voice” on struggles for
justice with the Third World in the
1970’s.

On an ecumenical basis, the
Churches set up action-research

coalitions and sent delegations to
international conferences with such -
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pressing themes as hunger and
over-population

The Christian Churches have also
pressured the federal government
regarding human rights violations
in Asian and Latin American coun-
tries, met with the prime minister
to discuss more effective North-
South dialogue, and through the
Task Force on Churches and Cor-
porate Responsibility, the Churches
decried Canadian-based corpora-
tions and financial institutions invest-
ing and extending credit to coun-
tries known for their lack of respect
for human rights.

Church officials say Pope John
Paul’s emphasis on Third World
issues is fulfilling the message the
Synod of Bishops set out in their
1971 statement “Justice in the
World.”

“Action on behalf of justice and
participation in the transformation
of the world,” they said, “. . .fully
appear to us as a constitutive
dimension of the preaching of the
Gospel, or in other words, of the
church’s mission for the redemp-

tion of the human race and its lib- |

eration from every oppressive
situation.” ;

John Paul’s predecessor Pope
Paul Vi said it even more clearlyin
his 1967 encyclical Populorum Pro-
gressio when he said: “We want to
be fully understood: the present
situation must be faced with cour-
age and the injustices linked with it
must be fought against and over-

come. Development demands bold}|

transformations, innovations ;hat
go deep. Urgentreforms should be
undertaken without delay.”
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL
SHOPPING SPREE DRAW

U OF A STUDENTS ONLY
(NO STAFF)

Entry on September 19-26, 1984
Draw on October 10, 1984

2FOR 1
(Before 9 pm)

(With Student ID Card)

421-1551
99 Street & Jasper Ave.

| Creative Dance Club
#  Thursday, September 20
'ROOM E19, PE & Rec. Bldg.

6:00 pm — Introd level class
7:10 — Meeting for everyone!
7:45 — Experienced level class

Orchesis Creative Dance offers classes in
modem, creative dance technique,
improv. & composition. It produces

DANCE MOTIF in SUB theatre — a major

theatrical dance conert! Both beginners &

experienced dancers welcome.

INFORMATION:
432-5602 ® 432-5601
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FEATURING -
Authentic Korean, Japanese,
and Chinese cuisines.

Bring the whole famil for a food
Experience they'll Cherish.
DANCE & DINE to the sounds of our band —
direct from Korea :

ORIENTAL EXOTICS

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY
5 pm-1am
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10545-82 AVE.
433-4343 @ 433-9393

BARETS

'DINWOODIE ® 2nd Floor SUB

Tickets are available from the SUB Box Office (2nd floor SUB)
and various club members. !

NOTE: These events are open only to U of A students, staff, and guests.

Absolutely no minors admitted!
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Saturday, September 22
U of A Ski Club presents
RANKAGFILE
and guests ABSOLUTE 9
UP & COMING:

SEPTEMBER 29: NEW RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE
STADIUM CARPARK CLOSED, PLEASE USE EDUCATION OR WINDSOR
CAR PARS, ZONE M OR W. SORRY FOR THE INCONVENIENCE.

- Tuesday, September 18, 1984



