REPORT, &c.

. HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,.
Committee Room, Saturday, 6ih December 1828.

EN Comamittee on the Petition of divers Mariners of the District of Quebce, with an instruction to
enquire whether it would mot be necessary that Pilots should be acyuainted with the several Chan-
nels of the River Suint Lauwrence.

Present ail the Members,
Mr. Laterricre called to the dmir.
Read fhe grders of refererice.
Read fhe Petitions referred to the ‘Contmittee.

John Lambly, Bsquire, Harbour-Master, residing at Quebec, appeared and gave the following in-
formation :—1 am forty-six years old; I am Harbour-Master of Quebec ;. the Chart laid before this
Committee is made entirely by myself, and from my own experience ; the soundings as there laid down
are correct, 1 am well acquainted with the South Channel and very slightly “'ltl}%e North Channel.

In' iy opiuion an acquaintance with the North' Channiel” could be of 10 henefit' to Navigation in
general; 1 know of no Channel between Ile aux Coudres, and Seal Shoal which would admit the pas-
sage of large Ships, as far as the North Channel; I speak from my own experience; I gave a written
order or recommendation to- certain Inhabitants- of Il auz, Coudres, named Harvey and Dufour, to
repair to the assistanee of vessels whiich they might seé in distress between Ile auz Coudres and Seal
Shoal. :

I recollect that those persous brought up to Quebec two or three vessels of about two hundred tons,
and drawing nind féetwater, bat Tdo nét khow through what Channel they conducted them. To explore
the passage from the. lower part of the Ile &’ Orléans as far-as Malbaie by the, North, and to_explore a
Channiel ‘betwéen the, South of Ile' iz Coudres and the Seal Shoal and draw up a good hydrogra-
phical*Chart of thé place would oceupy the time of two able persons during’ four years or thereabouts.

I cannot say what the expence would be. R L IR

Iknow.that the Plates alone of my Charts, cost one hundred and forty, Guineas, . . .

I have been the Examiner of Pilots about fifteen ‘years;* T only examine them respecting the South
Channel. . o

‘ Laurent Tremblay, attended. the' Commitice, and sfated what follows :—I'am forty-two_ years
" old; T'am'aBranéh Pilot for the Channel uséd by the English, that | is. to, say; the .South Chanpel.

When T'was ‘exaniined, T was'not exanined respecting the, North Channel; I am nof aequainted with the
Channel 'between' the' North” Shore and Jle. aua Coudres and-Seal Shoal, o my opimion. it is;not
reqiisite’for the greater beudfit of nayigation tliat Pilgts shoyld be equally, well acquainted with_the
North'andl South _Channels; it sométimes happens that. Vessels missing” the, Traverse,go o the middle
Banle North of Séil’ Shbal, aid being unasquaintod with'the North Channel they are obliged 'to cast
auchor until they can return to enter the Traverse from the South; I consider a vessel at anchor to the
North of Séal' Shoal as'being'exposed to great danger in heavy gales from the north-east.

Pierre Bonneau, was ‘called ‘and’ saftl I am ‘about thirty-two  years old; T'am :a licensed Pilot;
there is a passage between the South Shore of the, Ile aux Coudres and Seal Shoal which large vessels
may ascend at high tide; the bottom of the’Channel is*sandy; and'overit a-few stones-are scattered ; it
must be well known to proceed that way; few Pilots are acquainted ‘with it, and seven vessels having
run foul of each other in a fog-seven years age last spring, the Inhabitants of Ile auz Coudres
conducted them to Quebec, by the North; two of them ranm a ground, and if the weather had been.
worse, and a calm had not came on,- they would have been shipwrecked. . % .1 -7 o A
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